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Illinois Ornithological Society 

Letter from Editor 

PloyinN .fc1 i•ori t is111 
l3irclers who know me well, also know my two favorite Illinois birds 

(if il is really possible to choose!). Here's why l'm attracted to these two 
particular species. 

The first lime I saw the Black-Throated Blue Warbler was at Ryerson 
Wood.s over ten years ago. I had been listening to bird song tapes Lhat spring. 
I was alone. The bird was alone. It sang. And it was glorious. I felt as if I had 
been transported into another dimension. There was something immensely 
satisfying i 11 having an auditory recollection emerge from my brain just before 
the most interesting pattern of black, blue, and white emerged from a shrub. 

What is it about this bird that has since captured my passion'l Perhaps it 
is the focl that we see fewer of them during migration than we see of other 
more common warblers like the Yel low-rumped , Palm, or Black-lhroalcd 
Green Warblers, or even Blackburnians and Bay-breasted.s. l' Ill sort of an 
individualist and a free-thinker in this world, and 1 look upon the Black
throated Blue Warbler that way as well. Although I have observed the 
Black-throatccl Blue Warbler al Ryerson Woods on May I 0 every year for 
the past eight years; last year, I nearly missed seeing my favorite warbler at 
all. That same year my birding colleagues were exclaiming they were seeing 

higher than normal numbers of the black and blue beauty - which only 
proves how fickle life can be. Another life lesson learned from a bird' 

When the Black-throated Blue Warbler flies north to breed, my other 
favorite Illinois bird remains, the Yellow-headed Blackbird . My first 
encounter with this bird was at McDonald Woods in Lake County. Whal a 
souncJ that bird made' What a spectacular golden-yellow color on its head' 
Whal f 'reedom it seemed to have flying over my head ancl back into the 
wetlands' What really solidified this species as a favorite was when I was 

doing the breeding bird atlas years ago and learned the call of the young 
from their nest. The same season I luckily confirmed them breeding in two 
differe11t places in my atlas block in Lake County. 

The sorrows and joys of' life b<ilance each other. One of the Yellow
headed Blackbird nesting sites was al a gun club. The next year, the club 
decided to expand its shooting range to include the welland where the birds 
bred. I never could find them after that. Another breedi ng spot /'or these 
birds was at a marsh at the encl o/' a subdivision. The residents built- a duck 
blind, allowed pu rple looscslrifc lo t�1ke over, and, well, you know the rest 
or the s tory. 

l3rcedi11g bird habitat is ten uous, ancl so i.-, life. Thal'.s why bolh are 
so precious. 

To lc�1rn the favorite birds o/' other lllinoisa11s, see the article beginning 
011 page 24. 



President's Message 

It's difficult Lo th in k nesti n g  season when 
"we northern folks" are still waiting for the mi
gra n ts that we saw in  southern I l l i nois during our 
an n u al meet ing lo make their way nort h .  By al l  
accoun ts t he meeti ng, held the last weekend in  
April, was a g reat success; more than 200 I l l i nois  
A u du b o n  S o ci e ty (IA S )  and IOS members 
allencled. The weather was great and the field trips 
were superb. We enjoyed many m i g ratory b i rds 
and w ild flowers as wel l  as excel lent  presenta
tions.  A successful meeti n g  does not  happen al l  
by i tself and req u i res lots  o f  hard work b y  a 
group of people and t hose individuals need to be 
recognized. O rganiz ing this join t  meet ing was 
Joe Suchecki for !OS and M ar i ly n  Campbel l  of 
IAS .  M ari l y n  and her office staff did a super job 
of h andlin g  registration , and Keith McMu l len 
and his commi ttee did an equa l ly superb job 
organizi n g  the field t r i ps .  The fac i l i t i es al th e 
Rend Lake Resort were great and the staff and 
caterers were most helpfu l .  

Man y  o thers con tributed t o  t h e  success of 
the meeting that need to be recognized. Thanks to 
all of you who helped. A complete report on the 
meet i ng may be fou nd i n the newsletter .  

I f  y ou haven't v i s i ted o n e  o f  o u r  fine state 
park lodges and resorts, you s hou ld  p lan  lo do 
so soon . A 1 so mark your calendars f'or our Year 
2000 Ann ual Meeti ng the th i rd weeked in May at 
I l l i n i os Beach S tale Park, w here we n orlhcrncrs 
are plann i ng to show the sou therners a greal 
lime ancl some special ty hi rds of our own .  In the 
mcanL imc, don ' t  rorgel to b ird during breedi ng 
season.  You'll f ind as many surprises dur i n g  .l une, 
July and Aug usL , as you do during migraLion 
periods : i t  just requires more efforl. 

Until  next t i me·- good bi rd i n g .  

Visit Our Website at: l l t tp ://ww w.chias .org/ios 

Copy1·igh1(;. hy the lllinui.s 0111iLl10logical Society No pal't ufthi.' 
juu111al may he 1'cp1rnl11ccd 11·i1lio11L Ll1c \l'ri11e11pc1111is.sio11,,1·1os 
and llic chief' cdi1rn�. C\c�pl h1 icf" p<IS'.'iagcs ol a pa1·agraph 01· lcs"> in 
11 hid1 aL1nb111io11 is made Lo Ll1c journal a11cl a11Lhor. 
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The Status of the 
Monk Parakeet in Illinois: 

zDith conznzents on its native habitat and habits 

Upon arriving al the Uni

versity of-Chicago in autumn 1 9%, 

I was greatly surprised by repeal 

sighting.'> of Ovenbirds a n d  

Yellow-Bellied Sapsuckers on the 

quaclrnngles. However, little could 

prepare me ror the green and blue 

explosion I witnessed one fall day. 

Bright, startling color had emerged 

l'rom a tree ripe with red crabapples. 

only to quickly disappear amid the 

dark branches. Later I learned I 

had seen the gregarious Mon k 

Parakeet (Mrio11sittu mmwclws), 
after a taxi driver alerted me to the 

huge twig constructions dripping 

from a green ash tree al  53rd Street 

and Lake Shore Drive. An oppor

tunity now presented itselr lo em

ploy the vast knowledge of the 

science I ibraries. 

What I found, unl'orlunalely, 

is Iha! the ecology or the Monk 

Parakeet. also called Quaker Para

keet by the pel iracle, is poorly 

understood i11 the Unilecl Stales. In 

the early 1970s, inleresl in this 

species peaked clue lo its reputa

tion as a pesl species in South 

America and its recent appearance 

in several urban areas. Jn 1 967. 

free-l'lying Monk Parakeets had 

been 1-eporlccl in the New York 

City area, and three years lalerncsts 

were already present. Over the 

llCX t ri Ve years the.'iC parakeets ap

peared in the wild in over a d01:en 

stales, including ihe l'irsl sighting in 

Chicagolamlin 1 973. Perhap.'ilhese 

now l"cral parrots shouldn't h;1 ve 

Monk Pcrmkats lol'e crnhu11plcs, which ore 

/i/cntifirl in Hrde Pork os thcr ripen in lute 

summer. The /illl'ukel'ls 111c111i1){(/utcfiwd und 

nesting nwteriul 1vith their chn1'.1· und heok. 

Photos 1ukc11 in !he Su111111er 1f 1998 in 1-/rde 
Purk hy Jason S11111h. 

by Jason South 

been a surprise: rrom 1 968 lo 1970 

over 30,000 Monk Para keels were 

imported into the United States 

from the southern portions of South 

America (Neider111yer & Hickey, 

I 977). 

Mosl or these small groups of 

parakeets throughout the United 

Stales disappeared as quickly as 

they had come, presumably J'rnm 

natural causes. In the spring of 

1973 several slates including New 

York a n d  Calirornia ini tiated 

eradication campaigns. ShooLing 

was the preferred retrieval method. 

Two separate coun ls es ti mated that 

44',( of lhc U. S. Monk Parakeet 

popul�1tio11 was destroyed. Monk 

Parakeets have persisted in the 

Northeast unlil Loclay, whereas the 

State of California completely 

eli m i n ated Monk Parakeets 

through vigorous eradication 

policies. Birds arc often destroyed 

al lhe stale border, and when smal I 

colonies appea1·, they are quic kly 

eliminated. Seventeen stales be

sides California restrict Monk 

Parakeet ownership in some way, 

but Illinois is not one of them. 

After 1 973, interest in Monk 

Parakeets in the scienti ric COllllllU

nity dwindled. One should find 

lhis lack or inlcrcsl surprising. as 

the I ittle data collected suggest the 

Monk Parnkeel populaLion in the 

United States has increased dra

matically since thrn. One study 

analyzed Chris1111as Bird Count 

(CBC) records in which observer� 

Meadowlark 



reported I ,  186 b i rds l'rnm 76 l oca l i 
t i es i n  1 5  .slates i n  1994-95, w h i l e  

l hcy had reported a mere :n bi 1·ds i n  

1975-76. M ost o r the Monk Pa rakeet 
( I ,463 or 80.6'/i.') s igh l i 1 1gs in l LJ94-95 

callle from lwo slates, Florida and 

Texas .  These dala l' i l t he .standard 

cq u<t l ion o f' exponen t i a l growth ( Van 

l3ael  & Prnelt-Jones 19%). 

Chicago population 

The w i nter or I 998, I cou nted 48 

nest.c; in the Hyde Park 11e igh borhood 

of Ch icago, and lhe Sll ll l lller or  1998. 

I not iced many new nesls as w e l l  as 

p re v ious ly  exi s t i ng  nesls that h ad 

gro w n .  There were 83 act i ve  cham

bers i n  t hese nests, but the n u mber is 

certa i n ly larger now.  S ince Monk  

Para keets are monogamous and roost 
i n  t h e i r  s t i c k  n es t s  yea r - ro u n d  

(Forshaw 1989), a rai r est i m ale of lhe  

Hyde Park popu la t ion  the w i n ter or  

1998 would be 170 M onk Parakeets 

(a l  t hough  one or  l wo young 0Jk11 .s lay 

i n  lhe cham ber w i lh the pare11l.s u n l i l  

t he  nexl spri ng ) .  H owever. severa l  

1 arge nests were removed from u l  i I i  ty 

poles in ]ale October and early No

velllbe1·. One of these nesls  conta i ned 

a l  l east 20 nesting chambers and r i 

va led a l arge app l i ance in  s ize.  These 

nes ls  cou ld  h av e  harbored l'rn1n 60-90 

mon.: i ml i v i dua ls .  br i ng i ng lhe lotal 

popu la l io 11 o l. Monk Parakeets in Hyde 

P<ir k  c lm;er lo 240. 

W hi le Mrn1 k  Parakeets have bred 

con t i n uously in Hyde Park for al mosl 

20 years. they have a lso appeared i n  

several olh er Ch icago land l ocat ions .  

Nest i ng has been con fi rmccl i n  1998 

i n  Carol Stream ( a l though nests have 

repeatedly been removed by lhe elec

tric company), Bensenville, Berwyn ,  

Nor th  R i vers ide,  Cal u met Park, and  

B u rn ham.  Mos l nes l i 11 g  co lon ies ou t 

s ide of  Hyde Park con  la i n on ly  one or  

1 wo nests.  b u l  i n  B u rn  ham there are al 
lcasl  sevc 11 ( un p u b. dala, pers. col l lm. 

rrom C h icago- area b i rders ) .  l t  i s  not 

known whether lhe parakeets in Hyde 

Park are a source popu l a t i on  ror t hese 

other s i tes. 

1 su spect that t h ere has bee 11 

more t han one escape or release, as 

one s tudy in Arge n t i na documented a 

median d i spersal l'ro1n nata l  1 1csl  lo 

rirst breed i ng l oca l io 11 as only 1,230 

mclc rs ( Marl i n  & B ucher 1993) A t  

l east lwo l ocal i o11 s arc obv ious  po i n ls 

01· i ntroducti on : O'Hare A i rport  and 

Hyde Parl e .  Add i t i ona l ly Monk Para

keets have been observed in rree- Cl i g h l  

i n  Add i so n ,  a t  Ferm i  Labora tory 

( D uPage Cou n ly ) .  i n  Z ion  ( Lake 

County) whe re l hey nes lecl , i n  B l ue  

Is land,  and i n  downtown Grant Parl < .  

C learly lhe Monk Parakeet has 

estab l i s hed i tself in Chicago. Only a 

v igorous ,  s u sta i ned effort cou l d  d i s

lodge lh is .-;pee i es: that is, i 1·you cou I d  

win the sym pa th ies o f  t h e  general 

pub l i c  that adores i ls parakeets. When 

lhe LJ. S.  Depart ment of' Agri c u l t u re 

annou nced p l a n s  to era d i cate l hc  

_/ 

Mo11k Fomkect.1· mos1i11g i11" Ire,· in Hyde Pork 011 011 cxtrcmd1· cold uficmoon. F'holo 1ukc11 /1y .!u.1·011 Soulh 011 9 !vfurch 
/lN8 11·/i,·11!he1c·1111)('ui/111·e 1vr1.1 17 degrees F. 



Hyde Park bi rds i n  the late 1980s, a 

cil i1.cn gro u p  cal l i n g  themsel ves the 

Harold Was h i nglon Memori al Para

keet Defen se Fund, thwarted the ef'

l'orL wi th  threats u r a  l aw suit (Ch icago 

Tribune 1988). Thc lalc Mayor Wash

i nglo11 was very fon d  of the 

birds lhal nested outs ide h i s  

apart m e n t, a n d  compared 

the i r  experie11ce lo the p l i ght  

o f  Afri can-Americans i n  lhis 

c i ty .  Un i vers i ty o r  Ch icago 

studenls have also o rWn SCCll 

the parakeets as represenla

t i ve o r· their slal u s  i n  Hyde 

Park, somet imes suggest i n g  

l h al t h e  M o n k P a ra ke e t  

should  become t h e  sch ool 

m ascol. 

residents .  These nesls have been re

moved lhrcc li mes n ow, but Lhe b irds 

con t inue  to rebui ld. The e lectrical 

equ ipment  h as bce11 updated to elim i 

nate 111an y  of t h e  l atti ces t h a l  oiler 

such great su pporl ror the h uge s tick 

ized. The nest offers she! lcr dur i n g  

lhe win ter, b u l  lhe  parakeels may sur

v i ve the coldest months  solely on b i rd 

seed pro v ided by man (Hy man & 
Pruclt-Joncs 1995). Tn that case they 

w o u l d  not s ur v i ve in l arge n urn bc1·s i n  

primari l y  rural agr i cul tural 

areas aml wou I d  not seem lo 

pose a s ig11 il' ica11l dan ger. 

Lately lhe Mrn1k Para

keet h a s  gcn cralcd m ore 

negat ive  allenl i o n ,  but not 

from any government agency. 

C o m m o n w e a l t h  Ed i s o n ,  

w h i c h  s u p p l ies  e l e c t r i c a l  

power L o  Chi cago, h a s  found  

lhc  parakeets lo  be  a major 

11L1 i sancc . Monk Parakeets 

tend Lo ncsl in Lall trees w i th  

I n  11·inter, Monk Pumkccts rc/y he111•ilr 011 /Jirdj(•cdcrsf(1r 

.111stc11u11cc. Photo token in the Wintcrof'/9<)[! in Chicugo 

The sc icnt i ri c  l i lcralu rc 

pro v i des conl'l ict i n g  v i ews 

o r  lhc threat posed by Monk 

Parakeets. One study in Bra. 

zil fmrnd that i n  a colony o r  

M o n k  P ar a keets n es l i 11 g  

c l osely l o  agricul lural f ields,  

cull i vated corn and w heal 

made up 54% an d I ()..)';;, o r  

t h e i r d i e t ,  re s p e c t i v e l y 

( Dahlem 1994). ln Florida. 

Monk Parakeets reed on ag

r i c u l tural crops of exot i c  frui t  

that include lychee, l o ngan,  

mango. and  black sapote 

( v anDoorn pcrs . comm. ) .  

H owever, lhc actual d a111-

age lo c ro p s  i n  S outh 

America by parrot.s, espe-hy Juson South. 

few l o wer branches. or i n  Lhe 

last century, uti l i ty poles. They ravor 

Lhe inlroducccl eucalyptus  i n  South 

A meri ca and the date palm i n  Fl orida, 

both tall trees with l im i ted h i di n g  

spaces for p redators (S preyer & 
B ucher 1998). Utility poles are also 

very Lal I and have no obslrucl ions 

between lhc nest and lhe ground .  

Furthermore,  the  latt ice o f  supports, 

wires, and transformers al the top of 

u t i l i ty poles p ro v i des an i deal nes t i ng 

subslrale, and il has been s ur m i sed 

lhal the clcclrica l  power  ru n n i n g 

thro u gh lhe w i res may prov ide some 

heat. It is perhaps a leslarncnl lo the 

i ncred ible bui I d i n g  sk i l l s  or the M o n k  

P�m1kccl lhal L h c i  r n ests a1·e such great 

insu  l alors t hal lhey can cause the t ra n s

rormcrs lo overheat. [n lhe SUllllller or 

1997 one such fire brnke out, damag

i ng thousands of d o l l ars worth o r  

cqu i 1)ment  and cut l i 11g o ff power to 

nes l s, but lhc parakeets have a l ready 

rebu i l t  se veral of their removed nests .  

I n  the wi 11Ler o r  1998, only 15';;, 
of the 48 Hyde Park ncsls were o n  

ut il i ty poles; m osl were i n  trees i n  

local parks .  M osl res idents I have 

spoken wilh enjoy h a v i n g  the para

keets in theirneighborhoncl. The o nly 

common compl a i n t  is the i ncessant 

noi se, which can be oppress i v e  iConc 

l i ves near a large gro u p  o r  nests . A 

l'cw resi dents also compla in  ur the 

J'al lcn .sticks they 111u .st remove and or 

lhe pilCcr ing of apples from backyard 

lrees. On one occasion I have ob

served para keels tak i n g  b i  Les out or 

backyard tomatoes.  Such observa

t ions rorcc us lo questi on whether the 

Monk Parakeet poses a real threat to 

Il l i no i s  agricultu re, regard l ess o f  i t s  

char111. Th i s  hardy spec ies reproduces 

qu ickl y, bul seems lo be h igh ly  local-

c i a l l y  M o n k  Parakeets, i .-; 

orten overstated. Govern

ment ass i stance is often at slake. and 

it is much easier to sec bright green 

birds roragi ng on lhc crops than s111al I 

i n sects .  Poor agri cultu ral  practices 

may also Jcacl lo the mosl seri ous  

damage ( B ucher 1992). 

Competit ion w i th other species 

i s  another con cern r·or the ecological  

and birdi ng comm unil ies.  Monk Para

keel populati ons  h ave l argel y re

mai ned localized i n  res identi al areas, 

bul i n  Florida and Puerto Rico Lhe 

oppmtun i ty for parakeets lo occ u r  

n ear agri cultu ral fi elds m ay b e  h i g h .  

This  .species docs not  co mpele for 

nes t ing  chambers in  lrccs, but litt le i s  

k nown o r  ils diet i n  North Amer ica. 

So far the Mcrnk Parakeet has n o l  

e merged a s  Lhc next Europcan Star

l ing .  lt has been m ore or a local 

oddi ty, li ke the rare while deer l'rom 

Chi n a  that roam t h e  gro u nds o r  

Meadowlark 



Argo nne Nati onal Laboralory .  The 

p o p u l alion growth o f  Monk Parakeels 

should be mon i tored closely. and more 

research on the most basic aspects o f  

t h e i r  n at ural h i story in  North Ameri ca 

should be undertaken .  We s houldn't 

encourage t he growlh o r  t h i s  species 

Lhrough deli berate releases, but at  t he 

.sa me L ime it seems u n necessary to 

ut ili ze sparse resources lo control t he 

popu lat ion al t h i s  Li me.  

How to see 
the parakeets 

The best ti me of the year to view 

Monk Parakeets i s  i n  spring. Tl1cy 

repair their bulky s t ick nests all year 
rou nd,  b ul in spring. conslruction i s  

a n  obsess ion.  Loud, c halteri n g  para-

keels fl y from tree lo nest all clay, 

Lear i ng off fresh twigs and weaving 

them i n  lo t he ncsl slruclure wi Lh agi le 

beak and feel .  Plan a morning tri p lo 

Jackson Park i n  spr i ng dur ing peak 

warbler mi gral i o n .  Jusl s o u t h  o f  

Bobo l i n k  Meadow i s  a drivi ng range 

w here five or s i x  nests arc bui l l  on 

stadi u m  l i ghts .  A short journey far

ther soulh w i l l  bring you Lo the Jack

son Park Gol r Cour se .  

Just west  or Hole I are another 

five or s i x  nests w oven i n to Lhe 

branche> or several Lal l Lrees .  I f  you 

can ' t  sec the birds, you s h o u ld hear 

them. 

You might also look for the  27 

seven nests i n  Washi ngton Park, a 

shorl dri ve away. Aboul h a l f  of t hose 

are in Lhe rark al  54th St reet and 

Cottage Grove, i n  between a p l ay

gro u nd and a Nati onal CJuarc l Armory.  

You can slanc\ in Lhe middle of a grove 

or· trees and li terall y  be s urrou nded 

by M o n k  Parakeets and thei r ncsls .  

Another 10 or I J nesls are beh i nd the 

armory, near the northwcsl corner. 

Fi n ally. there ' s  Haro l d  Wash

i ngton Park al 53rd S treel and Lake 

Shore Drive. At one l ime n ine nests 

were i n  one green ash t ree. Now 

Lhere are only three, but one l arge 

nest is one of the most  impressive i n  

Hyde Park. 

The H yde Park parakeels are 

a l s o  o n l i ne. a t  h t l p:// s ludenl

www.uch i cago.edu/uscrs/jmsouth/ 

Editor's Note: The Illinois Ornitlwlogirnl Records Committee, in  IY99, officiully 11/aced the Monk 

Pumkeet 011 the Illinois Stute Checklist o/Rirds. The committee used this pupcr to help in its decision. 
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Illinois' Second Confirmed Breeding Osprey 

Recc 11 t l y , B e 1·g1mrn S lough ,  

pan o l " t he  hodgepodge John J .  Du lly 

ll1·eserve in south west Cook County ,  
was near ly  u n known lo b i rders . T h i s  

snrnl I hody o f' waler w as no tab le  o n  I y 

for l he  occas iona l  observation of '  rap

t ors  ( i n c l ud i n g  B a l d  E ag l e  a n d  

Osprey ) d uring 111 i grnt ion .  

[ 11 .J u n e  1 996 the  notor ie ty  o l' 

t h i s  location c l1 a 11 ged .  An Osprey 

( Pundion /wliuc/us) had been ob

served t here i n  early J u n e  a 1 1d  0 11 2 0  

June  I lJ96. I v i s i ted l he  s i le in  t h e  

Osprer in /light( I)  u n d  011 11c.1·1 (2) 0 1 1  
7 Mu i ·  I 9 9 7  ul lhc John J. Ou//\· Fore.1 1 
Prc\ ('/Te in Cook Count_\'. / 'he Osercv 
1 1c.1·t juilcd t/wt ycur. hut i11 / 998, 11 

/ lil i 1 · 1 ·c11 1 m cd w1d s11ccc.1.1·j i 1 /ly ruisl'd 
rm1.11g in I 1J98. Photos 1.>y t:ric W11/1crs. 
See /•'il'id No1,·.1· /i '//' " ;1/w/o of 111·0 
0 1;Jn" y j1 1 1 · r"1 1 i/1".1· tuk1 · 1 1  i11 / 998. 

u n l i k e l y  e v e n l  

l he  b i rcl rn i g h l  

s l i  1 1  b e  present .  

A m a z i n g l y  I 

o b s n v ed a n  

O.sprey ga lher-
1 n g  r're s h l y  

m o w ed g r a s s  

from a r·i e l d  0 . 3  

m i les sou lhea.sl 

o l' l he  s lough ; i l  

depos i t ed l h i s  

mater i a l  in a dead l ree a l  lhe  edge o r: 

lhe  s lough .  A thoro ug h  searc h l'or a 

de f'i n i l i ve nest over  t he  nexl !'cw days 

was 11on-prnduct i ve hu l on 1 1  . Ju l y  

another nolewmthy e\<en l  occ u rred. 

On lhal date a pai 1· o l' adu l t  Ospreys 

was obse 1·ved co1 1s l ruct i n g  a hu lky  

s l i ck  1 1 c s l  a t  t h e  c x ac l  locatio n whe 1·c 

lhe g 1·�1ss had been p l aced l h 1-ce weck .s 

ea 1·l i er .  The pa i 1· re mained i 1 1 l he 

v i c i 11 i ly u 11 l i l  at leasl  1 1  Augus t  ( and 

ot i e  o l' the 111 w as p1-csent unt i l  as I ale 

as 6 Seplembe 1· ) .  bu l  there was never 

any .sign o f' incubatio n. Two-year

old Ospreys 111 ay cons l ru c l  a n est. b u t  

nol  lay eggs ( l hey beg i 11 breeding at  3 

years o f  age or o lder) .  and t h i s  may be 

what  occ urred i 11 1 9% ( E w i n s  1 994 ) .  

I n  1 997, a pa i r o f  Ospreys was 

seen 0 11 1 7  Apri l .  U t i l izing the nes l  

eonst rncted the pre v i ous su 111 me 1·. the 

Ospreys apparen t l y  began inc ubating 

eggs by l) M ay . Unfort un a te ly  by 22. 
June ,  the nest wa .s abanclonecl withou t 

ev i dence ol '  o rls1xi ng .  To add i n su l t  

to i n j u ry ,  t h e  11 esl  was destrnyed i 11 a 

t h u 11derstom1 0 11 1 6  Augus t .  How

ever  t h e  resou 1-cc f'u l b i rds  i m med i 

ate l y  conslrncted a 11 ew 11 es l  i n  a d i l'

r·erc 11 l  t lTC he fore deparl i 11 g for !'al I 
mig 1·a1 i o 1 1 .  T h i s  was lo serve a.s the 

I l)lJS Imme for l lHec young Os 1m�ys .  

by Cra i g  Thayer 

O n  1 2  Apr i l 

1 99 8 .  Ospreys 

w e re i'i r s l  ob 

served a t  B e rg

man S loug:h . 13y 

26 Apr i  I .  i 11 eu

bati o11 had ap-

1x1ren t l y  beg u n  

< t s  t h e  l'c rn a l e  

pers i s ten t l y  sal 

011  lhe nest a l'ler  

t h i s  da le .  As 

ea 1·l y as  8 .l u n e .  behav io 1· .s ugges t i ng  
that y o u 11g  m ig:h l  be  prese 1 1 t  was ob

served :  the l 'cma le  reached dow11 i n lo 

lhe 11 cst  as i i' .she m i ght he l'eed i n g  

young ( s i nce l l 1 e  l arge s l i ck  .s l rn c l ur c  

was aho u l  I 0 0  yards r·rnm l h e  ohser

va l ion  poi n t  and aboul  40 l'cet above 

the gro u n d .  d i  reel obscrva l i on was 11 ' l  

possi b l e ) .  Th i s  coincides w i l h  lhe 

Os ri 1-ey ' s  ave rng:e i 11 cuba l i o 1 1  pe 1·i mr 
of '  about 40 days ( Ew i  ns 1 984 ). O n  2 1  

. Ju 11e 1 998 .  lwo young Ospreys. l he i 1· 

heads bare l y  pro t ru d i ng above lhe 

nesl r im .  were i den t i fi ed ,  a 1 1d !'our  

cl ays la ler  a t h i 1·d one was  seen . The 

young lkdged hy .'i A u gus t  ( co n s i s

tent  w i t h  lhc average r'l ccl g i ng  t ime of  

abo u t  .'i .'i  days a l'ler ha tc h i n g ) .  A l l  

t h 1-ee j u ven i l es .  eas i l y  d i st i n g u i shed 

l'rorn acl u I t s  by  pale l'cather edgings 

011 t he i r  backs and u pperw i ng co

ve 1· ts .  were s t i l l  presen t  as  l a le as .'i 
Scpte 111 ber aml one was there u ntil al  

leas l  3 October 1 99 8 .  

The 1 998  1 1es l  wa.s downed i 1 1  a 

l l 1 u 1 1 cle 1·s torn1 , but no l  u n til 2.'i A ugust  

a r"ter l he  young had fl edged. 

Th i .s i s only the second con r'i rn1ed 

occuiTence o r· suecess l'u l brced i 1 1g by 

O.spreys  in I l l i no i s  in Lhe 20th cen

lu 1-y . Tl 1c o lher 0 1 1e occu 1Tcd al Crnb 

Orch< 1 rd N at i onal  W i l d l i l 'c l�cJugc i n  

r lJ'.i 2 ( Boh len r t) gL) ) . 
Meadowlark 

\ 
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Bergman S l ough meets lhe mai n 

h 1·e ed i n g- s i l e r eq u i re m e n t s  /'o r  

Ospreys.  I t  cont a i n s  shal low w atei

with nearby lrccs suitab l e  for 1 1csl  

con stru c l ion . The Osprey ' s  diet  con

;; i sls al 1 1 1os l  exc I usi  vc l  y o f  /'i sh, w h ich 

it caplures near the water ' s  sur /'ace 

( J o h nsgard l l)90) .  A l lhough adults 

w i l l  leave the nesl i i' exces s i ve l y d i s

l l1 1·becl by hu mans (leav i 11 g  t he ncs l

l i ngs v u l nerabl e  lo predat i on ) ,  they 

can usual l y  lo lerale h u 1rn1ns  and will  

read i ly acccpl arti r ic ial  nest pl atforms.  

For example i n  Wiscon s i n  in 1 992 

lwo-lh irds of n esls were 011 111anrnac\e 

structures (Ew i ns 1 994). 

The Cook Coun ty Forest Pre

serve D is l r ict erected an Osprey nest

i n g  pla tform al Bergman S lou gh the 

/'irst week or Apr i l  in 1999 and is 

cons ideri ng cree l i ng another in soulh-

west  Cook Counly .  

Ospreys are monogamous and  

cxh i b i l s tro n g  s i lc /'i dcl i ty lo thc i 1· 

ey r ie (John sgard 1990 ) .  Adu l l  mor

tal i ly averages I 0- 1 5 %.• per year. More 

i mportantly young Ospreys usually 

return lo with i n  :rn m i l es o l. their n atal 

s ite lo breed (Ew i n s  1994). They 

remai n in Ce11 t ral or South A merica 

as I -year-ol ds .  As 2-ycar-ol cls, about 

30-50% of' Ospreys rel um to the vi

c i n i ty o l. lhcir birth,  bu l do not  breed. 

Breed i ng f'i rsl occurs between 3 and 5 

years o f· age. 

Acknowledgments: 
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Mississippi Kite Breeds in Calhoun County 

Every ou l i 11g  or our Sat ur 

d<ty b i rd i ng gro u p  l eads L o  some 

natura l  wonder. Led by H e l e n  

Wuc;;ten /'i e kL J'rnrn Jerseyv il le, Il

l i no i s .  we exp l ore a w i de range o r  

habi lals l'rom Pere Marque l lc S l ate 

Park lo the l ower reaehe;; o /' lhc 

Illi no is  R i ver ancl lhe nearby M i s

s i ss ipp i  Ri ver.  In Ju l y  1998, one o f' 

ou r gro u p, Lou H anes, took us to 

sec a Miss i s s ippi K i le ' s  nesl (h:tinio 

111is.1 issiJ JJ J iensi.1•) near h i s  h o m e  i n  

Ctlhoun County .  H e  had found this 

nesl  w h ile track i ng adu l l  k i tes  in 

the a rea.  

The nesl was one m i l e  cas l or· 
Red ' s  Land i n g  on lhe M i ss i s s i pp i 
R i ve r  and cl 1 1e  wesl  o f· Hard i n, l l l i -
110is .  I t  was i 11 a 1 1 1 i l c-lo 1 1 g s l ri p o r· 
i >O l l o m l ancJ  ro rcsl by lhc  edge o r  a 
hayo 1 1 .  W<: watcl1ed l'ro 1 1 1  l l1 <: op po 

VoL B, l\l o. J 

The Mississippi Kite hrecds in so11them 
11/inois. lt ocn1sionully 1111mders 11orth u(ter 
the hrccding .1·coso11. /Juniel T. Willim11s 
look this /ihoto of' the Missi.1.1ip;1i Kite ul 
l?ock Cut Stu le Pork i11 Win n e/Jugo Coun /.\' 

(no,.thcm Illinois) 011 I A 1 1g11sl / 998. See 

F"ield Notcs ji > r  / 1 1 •0 111ore jlho!os. 

by John N. McCal l 

s i le ban k, abou l 50 yards away . The 

11 cs l  was a tangle or  s m a l l  st icks 

about 45 fee l  h igh in a col lonwoocl 

lrce. Lou spo l lccl lhc we l l - h idden 

ncs l w h i l e  watch i ng lhc paren ls 1·1y 

i 11 lo J'ced Lhe si n g le c h ick .  One 

adu l l ,  bc l'orc deli vering i ls prey, 

s lam med i l  against  a l i mb w i lh i l s 

beak. Apparcn l ly, l h is w as lo k i l l  or 

solkn lhc .s mal l  an i  111al for lhe ch i ck 

lo eat. (Lou sa icl " m ari n ate . " )  

The aclu I ls somcl i rncs s a t  i n  a 

nearby dead lrcc Lo resl or preen .  

Al l t h ree b i rds were q u i et except 

dur ing one l ater v is i t ,  when one 

adu I t  moved lo a d is tan l  lree i n  

p l a i n v i e w  and g a v e  a 2 - n olc 

whist le .  Th i s  behav ior  seemed more 

l i ke a d i stract ion  d i s p l ay lhan an 

alarm ca l l . 
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A l  our  rirsl s i gh  L i ng  or t h i s  nest ,  

the chick sported an a l l -whi te downy 

l'.Oal, p l us a dark eye-r ing.  Two weeks 

l a ter, on 2.'i J u ly I 9lJ8 ,  the ch i ck  had 

gai ned mos t  o r  i t s l'i rst-year, heav i l y  

s t reaked p l u m age. W e  no t i ced the 

pare n ts remai ned c lose by even though 

they d i d  no t  l'ccd i t .  

I h a v e  not  seen 111 uch ev idence o r  
t h i .'i spec i l'.S north o l' S t .  Lou i s .  Most 

of  i t s  ne.'i l S  are i 11 /'ioodpl a i n  hab i ta t  

and i t  f'eeds 111m;t l y  o n  i n sects as w e l l  

a s  amph i b i ans  and s 111 a l l  snakes .  I 

have so111e t i mes seen rl ocks o r  2( )  

g lean i ng  l arge i n sects rrorn the  a i r. 

W i th no t i ceable sk i l l ,  the k i tes s k i m  

grassy meadows. gl  icle a l lrng tree lops, 

or c i rc le  h i gh i n  the sky .  M i ss i s s i pp i  

K i les a l so reed o n  annual  c i cadas, 

grasshoppers, and dragonfl i es (See 

Bohlen  I 98CJ and B e 1 1 l  1 937 ) .  

The spec i es has been seen we l l  

norlh of  i t s  b reed i n g  range i n  I l l i no i s .  

espec i a l l y  du r i ng  ye�11·s o l' 1 3 -year 

and 1 7 -year per iodical  c i cada (Mugi

cudu .1·1 1 . )  ou tbreaks. These over-

111 igra n ls or wanderers are usual l y  
l'i rst-yea1· b i rds i n  j u ven i k  p l u mage 

and arc u sual l y  seen du r i ng  l a te  spr ing 

or sun1 111er ( Boh l en  I 989 ) .  

The  fam o u s  n a t ura l i s t ,  John  

.J . Audubon ,  observed t he M i ss i s s ipp i  

Ki te w h i l e  l i v i n g  i n  Lou i s i ana. He  

�1d 111 i red i t.s grace and  rl y i n g  sk i l l .  

See ing a n  adu l t  who was guard i n g  i t s  

ha / f'-g rown o ffspri ng,  Audubon shot  

them bot h .  Another  t i me. he i n s t ructed 

a boy lo c l i mb a t<il I tree lo co l lec t  i t s  

eggs, t hen  des troy the nes t .  

H ab i tat  destruc t i o n  t h rough t he  

years has  severe ly reduced t h i s  spe

cies'  n u mbers . 

The M i ss i s s i pp i  /( i te w i n te rs i n  

Cent ra l  and northern Sou t h  J\ merica 

bu t  ret u rn s  by l ate A pri l or ear ly  May 

to breed .  I ts range extends w ide ly  
across  the  sou thern s tales, rro m  the  

Caro l i nas lo Texas �i nd Ok lahoma, i n  

parts o r  Kansas and A ri zona,  and  

nort hward th rough t he central Mi s
. s i s s i  p 1) i  V a l le y . Occ:a s i o n �i l  11 1: : ,t  

s igh t i ngs occ u r  l o  castnn Kans ; i s  am/ 
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110 rth o r  S t .  Lou i s .  

I t  nests i n  La l l  t rees s u c h  as cot

ton woods, w h i c h  are o lkn 1·ound i 1 1 

1 1 1 at u rc botlo111 l and l'mes ls c lose to 

w;1 ter .  Most nests arc placed 40 to ()() 

l'eet h i gh i n  a fork, somewhat  h idden 

l'rnm v iew .  The c rude col l ec t i on 0 1· 

s t i ck s  ;1 nd  t w i gs .  so 11 1e l i 111 es w i t h  

leaves at tached, rese111b /es t he  nests  

ol '  crows or Rcd-ta i  I H aw ks. I ncuba

t i on  for t he  two lo t h ree eggs takes 

abou t  3 1  days .  Fledgl i ngs leave t he 

nest i n  another 30 days .  (Sec Hard i n  
c l  a l  1 97 7  !'or a t horough descr i p t i o n  

of t h i s  spec ies '  nest i n g  h a b i t s  i n  

Un ion  County ,  I l l i n o i s . )  M i ss i ss i pp i  

Ki tes m i grate sou th  by the  end 0 1· 

A u gus t .  So 11 1c  i m m at u res l a g  fo1· 

several weeks m ore. 

Finding Mississippi 
Kites in Illinois 

The Miss i ss ipp i  K i te i s  best round  

duri ng i ts n es t i n g  season,  ear ly M ay 

t h rough J u l y .  S i ng le  i ncl i v i clua ls  or 

pai rs can be seen ra ther common ly  

a l  i sol ated nes t i n g  .s i tes a long t he  

M i s� i s s i pp i  R i ver. l'rom Cai rn to S t .  

Lou i s .  I ncluded a1·e S t .  Lou i s  suburbs 

i nc l ud i n g  Webster Groves  and U n i 

vers i ty Ci ty (Webster Gro ves Natu re 

Study Soc i e ty 1 998 ) .  ( Remem ber, 

though,  if you see the k i  t c  in St. Lou i s ,  

you can ' t  l'.Oun l  i t  0 11 your  I l l i no i s  

l i s t . )  O n e  re l i ab le  nes t i n g  s i te i s  al 

Fort Kaskaski a  S t ate Park, 11 i ne  m i les  

north or  Ches ter, oil H ighway 3 .  

The l a 1w.:s l  popu la t ion  o r nes t i ng 

M i ss i s s i p 1) i  [( i tcs i n  I l l i no i s  i s  �l i ong 

the levee rnad on the U n i o n  Cou 11 ty 

Conserva t ion Area ( De Vore in press ), 

as w e l l  as l'ewCI' n u mbers in a f'ew 

othei- areas i n  U 1 1 i on ,  A lexander, and 
. Jackson coun t i es (Rob i n son  / l)l)6 ) .  

A lkr nest i ng.  i nd i v idua l  ad u l ts 
or i 1 11 1 1 1alu res m ight be sec11 e l sewhere 

a long tlK'. major ri vcrs a ndst rcarns u 11 ti I 

l ate Augus t ,  when the spec ies 111 i 

grates toward Texas. 

Observers in open cou n t ry near 

major s treams shou ld  look Cor a s l en
der. fal con- l i ke b i rd ,  ahou l  1 4  i nches 

l on g  w i th a 36- i nch  w i ng span . A t  a 
d i s tance,  i t s  l i gh t  gray head and un 

derparts l ook al most w h i le .  I t s  shou l 
de1·s am/ lx1ck arc med i u m-gray, wh i l e  

i t s  dark pri mar ies and i nden ted ta i l  
are a l most  b lack .  The dark eye-ri ng  

and b lood-red eye  are defi n i t i v e  i i ' 

seen al c l ose range. The i m nrnturc 

Miss i ss i ppi K i te is heav i l y  s t reaked 

over most o l' i ts body and i ts dark ta i l 

has t h ree l i ght  bands .  

Th i s  k i te i s  o l'ten m i sscd because 
i l somct i  mes catches i 1 1sec ts a t  very 

h igh  elevat ions .  Look h igh  i n  the ;;ky 

/ 'or the w h i t i s h  head and dark back, 

w i n g t i ps ,  or ta i l .  You w i l l  ad m i re i t s  

cter ial sk i l l s  and d i st i nc t i ve l ooks .  
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Breeding Bewick' s Wren in Western Illinois : 

In mos/ purts of' southcrn 

Illinois . . . wul even in locolitics 

where the true House Wren occurs. 

Bewick '.1· Wren is /[1r the m.ore 

n umerou.1· o(lhe two. 

- - Rohcrt Ridgwuy 1 889. 

A Birder 's Perspective 

Th e  presence of nes t i n g  

B e w i c k ' s Wrens  ( Th ryo m 11 11 c s  

he wickii) in wesl-central I l l i n o i s  the 

s u m mer o f  1998 generated a fair 

amounl of i n leresl  from birders. The 

species was found al Lhree locat ions  

in  Adams and P ike counties during 

the nest i n g  season and at least one of 

those spots produced fledged young. 

How has the abundance of Bewick ' s  

Wrens changed over t h e  pasl 40 years 

in t h i s  part i cu lar area? If you missed 

the b i rds this  year. w h at are your  

ch ances in  1999 ? Does havi n g  a gas 

/)mwing of'Jfrwit·k '.1· Wren hy l>enis K1111iu. 

Vol . 8, No. J 

by James L. Funk 

grill i n  your  backyard real l y  i ncrease 

your  chances of s uccess'/ I n q u i ring 

m i nds . . . .  

T o  ans wer lhe fi rsl  quest ion ,  I 

chec ked t he " fi rsl  arrival " records 

and some dai ly l ists kept by my par

ents, Lora ine and Eunice Funk, be

g i n n i ng in  1947. Early arrival dates 

for the years 1947- 1975 average about 

28 M arch for B c w i c k ' s ,  w i l h  lhe 

earl iest  bei n g  10 March in 1950 and 

the l atest bei n g  3 May in 1952 .  (Per

haps we were especi al l y  b u sy rar111 -

i n g  lhal spring?) 

These dates correspond w i t h  

lhosc found i n  B o hlen ( 1 989) for lhe 

rest of the s late and give a good 

indicat ion as to w hen lo expccl this  

wren ' s  i n frequent  occurrence e l se

w here in I l l i n o i s .  

D ai l y  l i s ts  dur i ng t h e  s pring sea

son of those years (1947- 1975) i n 

c l u ded Bewick ' s  Wrens about ha lf  

the  t ime, but lhe  spec ies became more 

d iffi c u l t  to fi nd after 1968 and was 

not  seen at a l l  duri ng 1974. My own 

l i sts  show lhal I heard one individual 

s i ng ing at  the soulh end of Meredos i a  

Bay i n  Morgan County i n  A pr i l  of 

197 I and lhal this was Lhe first I h ad 

seen or heard s ince 1 968. 

A fter the mid-1970s. Bewick ' s  

Wrens  were scarce enough i n  o u r  

area that a n y  s ighl ing meri ted atten

t ion .  Pro b ab l y  the most  attent ion  

given one i ndividual  b ird was  in  April 

of 1977 or 1978 w hen a Bewick' s 

l anded on the rail ing  of our smal l -town 

ch urch during Sunday services and 

burst i nto song. A fair portion o f  lhe 

c h urch  congregalion headed for Lhe 

door! Knowing our fam i l y ' s  reputa

t ion for the u n u s ual. !he rest of the 

congregati o n  d i dn ' t  seem lo m i n d .  

9 



(We l l ,  i l  "was" duri ng t he  c h u rc h  

school  hour, no l  i n  m id-sermon . . . .  ) 

From the l ate 1 970s u nti I 1997. 

at lcasl  one Bcwick ' s  W re n  has oc

curred aroun d  Bever ly .  i 11 southeast 

Adams County al most every year .  

Nest i ng  has occurred on at leasl  s i x  

occas ions .  once i n  a w ren b o x .  once 

in a garage. twice i n  a barn. once in 

a d ryer vent ,  and once in a gas gri 11. 

Other  observers have not i ced t h i s  

wren ' s  propens i ty for choosin g  un

usual nes l  s i tes. Sec R idgway ( 1 889). 

Bohlen ( 1989), Robinson ( 1996), and 

Kenn ed y  ( 1997). 

In 1 998, our  fi rst record of a 

Bew i ck ' s  Wren was an i nd iv idua l  

h eard on Spri n g  Coun t  Day  i n  P ike  

County,  abou L 3 m i l es eas l  of E l  Dara. 

The b i rd was .s i n g i ng near an  aban

doned house and outbu i l d i ng .  No at

tempt w as m ade that day lo look for 

a nest, and the b i  rd could not be 

l ocaled a l  the end of May. A nother 

bird sang pers is ten t l y  from e arl y 

M ay u n ti l  a l m o s l  L he  encl o l' L hc  

mon lh  1.5 mi les sou t h  o l' B ever ly  

near a barn. Whi le  successfu l  ncsti 11g 

had taken pl ace at L h i s  locat ion i n  

pr ior years.  n o  n e s l  was fou nd i n  1998 

and no young were seen. 

The success Cu l nest i n  the area i n  

1998 was near the ranger' s house at 

S i l oam Spri ngs S tate Park in eas tern 

Adams County, about ten m i les J'ro 1n 

B everl y .  This pa i r  raised two b rnods;  

t he  fi rs t  nes l  was i n  a gas gri I I  and the 

second was i 1 1  a nearby barn. 

The ranger aml  h is  fam i l y  were 

good enough lo to l erate a s teady 
stream or b i rders dur i ng l atc J un c  and 

early Ju l y ,  and most  who sought  Lhe  

birds r·ound  them.  The avai l ab le  ev i 

dence wou ld  sugges t l ha l  at leasl  one 

Bewick ' s  W ren cou l d  nes t  i n  the 

Bever ly area i n  1999. J I' we can put  
out  e nough gas gri l l s  r·or nest i n g  

boxes, perhaps the  popu l at ion w i l l  
i ncrcase a n d  you can  a l l  add i l  to your 

I l l i no i s  l i sts l 

Editor 's Note: Fun k 's curcfi.1/ 1w1e-1uki11g, us well us thu t  of' other memhas o/ his 

ji1111 ily, contrihutes to the kno wledge o/11/inois ' orn itlwlogiclli histor)'. A t  the time !hut 

these notes on tht' 1Je1 1 · ick 's Wrc11 1 11crc /icing collected, the s11ccit's wus more co11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  

tlwn it is 1w11 ·  in the s/11/e. This species ' numbers lw 1 1c d11 'indlcd dmslicullv. 011/r one 

o r  t 1 1 ·0 n esting /lllirs lun'e hcen docur11e11ted uny 1 1 ·hcrc in the .1·1 1 1 /c 1 1 · ithin the /h1.1 tfl' 1 1 ·  

W'c11·s, wul t h e  s11ecics i s  n o w  o n  the stutc-cndongered /isl. 

A lthough Robinson ( 1 99 7) douhls the decline of' th is .1pccies is relotcd to 

competition 1 1 'ith House Wrens, Ridg 1 1 ·u\ '  ( 1 889) und, nwrc recent ly, sc11crul other 

orn ithologists ( Ken11cd1· 1111d White 1 996, Rurtgis 1 986, und Wilcovc 1 99() )hrn'e fC/1 

01hcnvi.1•c. Other 110.1·sible 1·en1·011s Ji1r this species ' decline in Illinois und else where 

include use of'pcslicidcs ond co11111ctitio11 \ Pith other cuPity-ncsling s1 1ccics inc/11di11g 

House Spllrr< 1 1 1 ·.1', E11mpe1111 Sturlings,wul Cll rolino Wrens. Sec Kenned\' llnd White 

(I 997) ./i!r more on rhis seccies ' distri/! 1 1 1ion. 
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Purple Gallinules Hatch Young at Mermet Lake 

On I I J u ly 1 998.  I was lak-

1 11 g  my w i l·c . M y ra .  ror a m o rn i n g  

dr i  v c  aro u n d  M c rrnet Lake i n  e x  l rc m e  

sou t h e rn  I l l i no i s  lo s e c  the A merican 

lo tus  in  l"u l l  h loorn, w he n  I deci ded 

lo .-; lop al  lhc sccoi1d pu l l oll to s n i p  

a /'lower .  ;\:; I began d r i v i ng away, 

M y ra ,  a non-b i rd i 1 1g spou.-;e by her 

ow 11 ad mi .-;s ion.  commented lhal  she 

saw a ' ' b l a c k  b i rd w i l h  an o rn n ge beak 

and l egs" j u m p  o ff lhc lop of some o f' 

lhc  l o l u .-; 11acls near  . -;omc b u l lo n b u s h .  

S h e  l h c n  dcmonslra lcd how t h e  b i rd 

wal ked. 

"Cou i ll i t  be' 1" I l lrn u g h l  as I 
raced back .  To my ani <u.c mcnl .  i l  w a s  
c i  P u r p l e  G a l l i n u l c ( Po 1ph rmlu 
11 1urti11 icu ) - and a l i /'e b i rd Co r m e 1  
N o t  a bad t rade - o n e  l o l u .-; /'l ower 1·or 
rn1e t i re b i rd .  

O n  1 2  J u l y .  I arri ved a l  6 : :1 0  a . 1 1 1 .  
lo  e n joy an ad u l t  gal l i n u l e  i n  breed i ng 

11 1  u m <1gc m a k i n g  sh o n  1·1 i g h h  1·ro 1 1 1  
l h c  h u l lrn1bu .s h  to l h c  l o l u s .  A bout :lO 
m i n u lc s  l a l c r. my 1·a lher  arri ved and 
we watched lhc g a l l i n u l e  l a ml 011 lop 

o r  the l o t u s  11ad s .  We abo heard an
o t h e r  g a l l i n u l c  c l u c k i n g .  l ret urned al 
6 11 . m .  t h at cl ay lo mccl w i l h  co-worker 
a 11d re l low b i rder. Lester B arge r  a n d  

h i s  w i  1·e . F o r  1 5  m i nu tes,  we s a w  no 
ga l l i n u l c .  We then p l ayed a tape o r  

th ree g al l i n u l c  c l u cks , and t he bi rd 
i ns lan l l y  appeared.  A 110lhcr gal I i n u  l e  

t h c 11 e m e rged from t h e  b u lto n b u s h .  
Lester a ml l t h e n  d i scovered t he re 

was a nest  i n  l h c  b u ltonbus h .  We a l s o  
heard 1 w o  d i llcrcn l g a l l i n  l u l es ca l  l i n g  
/'rom rarth e r  o u l  i n  l h c  l ak e .  

W e  e n j oyed watc h i ng lhe br i l 
l i a n t l y  i ntense gree n ,  b l u e ,  yel low,  
and red c o l or s  or l h c  adu I L , wond e r i n g  

h o w  i t  carn o u l fagcd i l s c l r so w e l l  i n  
t h e  w ct l a ml .-; .  

On I :l . 1  u ly ,  we noticed /'our  ch icks,  
w h i ch a p 11e:m:d lo be abou t one-ha lf  
l h c  s i 1e o /' lhe adu l ls, i 1 1  t he nest .  On 1 4  

J u l y .  we saw rn1e gal l i 11 L 1 l c  s i l t i n g  0 1 1  

lhc nesl w h i l e  another /kw back and 
:·o n h  i n lo the lotus ret u rn i 11 g  w i t h  

rood i 1 1  i t s  bi  1 1  ror l h e  y o u  1 1 g .  The 

c h i c ks were f'cd approx i m ate l y  every 

J'i v c  m i n u te s .  

On 1 5  J u l y .  Lester  Barger and l 
saw two s o l i d  b l ac k  downy c h i c ks .  

E a c h  h ad a h i l l  t h at w a s  r e d  n e a r  t h e  

race, b l ac k  i n  L h c  m i dd l e ,  and l h e n  
w h i le al t h e  t i p .  The l egs appe ared 
b l ac k ,  a l though l h e  poor l i g h t i n g  m ade 
i t  d i ffi c u l t  to determ i n e  l h e  c o l or .  

W e  rou n d  lwo c h i c k s  st i l l  i n  t h e  
nest  on 1 6  J u l y ,  and two nmrc i n  the 
b u l l o n b u s h  branche.s .  The adu l ts we1·c 
nearby m a k i n g  soft c l u c k s .  The n e x l  

day.  I arr i v e d  to /'i n cl t h e  n e s t  e m pty,  
b u t  .saw n o  c h i c ks .  

R y  t h i s  l i me. lhe  w<ml h ad gol lc 11 

o u t  acro.s .s t h e  state t h at lhc  P u r p l e  
Gal l i n u l e h ad s u cccs.-; l.u l l y  hatc ilcd 
y o u n g  in  southern I l l i no i s . 011 I 8 J u l y ,  

b i rders rrom u rbana a n d  C'h icago l a n d  

arr i ved lo g l i mpse lhc Purple  G a l l 
i n u  J e s ;  c vc ryo11c w h o  came gol a t  leasl  
one decent  l ook. 

l co1 11 i 11 uecl m a k i n g  l ri ps a lkr 
lhal  lo check oi1  the  status o r· the 

g: a l l i n u l es .  S o m e  h o l  c vc n i 11 g:s.  I cl i cl 
not  sec the b i rds. S o m e t i mes i n  the 

ear ly m o rn i n g ,  I heard the gal l i n u l es 

c l  u c k k i  n g  a n d  ki k k i  ng i n  t h e  breed i n g  
area. 

One of my l a s l  v i ew s  of the ga l l 
i n u l es Lhat s u m mer w a s  0 1 1  2 6  J u l y  
1 998 r·rom 8 t o  9 a . m .  when i t  w a s  

rai 11 i  n g  I i g h t l y .  I saw t hree p l ai n d a r k 

b a c k c d  c h i cks e m e rge from l h c  b u l 
lon bush w i th a n  adu l t  fol lo w i n g  t h e m . 

Another p a i r  o f  P u rple Gal l i n ul cs 
w cccs s /'u l l y  h a tched y o u n g  i n  1 99 8  
as wel l .  

A l so, a n  adu l t  Purp l e  G a l l i n u l e  
w a s  fou nd i nj u re d  i n  Jersey Cou n ty 

on 28 J u n e  1 99 8 .  I t  d i ed on :lO J u n e  
( Ci de Fra11k H o l m e s )  and s i n c e  h as 
been dcposi lccl al l h e  I l l in o i s  State 

M u s e u m  ( i'i clc Vernon K lc c n ) .  

by Fran k K .  Ben nett 

B o h l e n  ( 1 98 9 )  l i s t s  t h e  P u r p l e  

G a l l i n u l c  as a rare v agr<1 11 l ci llll v e ry 

rn rc s u m me r  res i d e n t  i n  southern I l l i 

no i s .  I n  [ l) 89, t w o- t h i rd s  o f  t h e  s late 

rccmds were ror s pri n g  and most were 

/'o u ml i n  m a r.s hes  and at l akes,  a l 
though s o m e  were .seen i n  b; 1cky;mJs .  

A dead P u r p l e  C1 a l l i n u l c  was ro u n d  i n  

Lake Cou n t y  o n  1 0  A pr i l 1 997 a l  a 

fo rest preserve d i st r i ct g o l  r c o u rse 
( H urley 1 997 ) .  

The o n l y  brccdi n g  records Cor 
t h i s  b i rd i n  lhe  s la le  o /' I l l i n o i s  e x i s t  a l  

Mcrmcl  Lake, w h i c h  pro v i de s  a s h a l 

low l ak e  border h a b i t a l  w i l h  c mcr

gcn l a n d  l'loat i ng vcgela l i o n ,  i n c l u d

i n g  the A me r i c a 11 l o t u s  upon w h i c h  

t h e  b i rd s  w a l k .  T w o  d o w n y  y o u n g  
P u rp l e  G a l l i n u l es /'o u n d  al  M c rmcl 

Lake in 1 964 represent  lhc  r·i rs l  1 1esl
i ng c v i d c n ce o r  lh i .s spec i e s  r·or  I l l i 

n o i s .  A 11c s l  w i t h  e i gh l eggs w as fou nd 

at  M er m c l  Lake on 1 9  J u ne I LJ7:l 
( B oh l e n ) .  

T h e  P u r p l e  G al l i  n u  l e  was 0 1 1  lhe  

l l l i 11 o i s  E n dangered S pec i e s  Protec
t i o n  Bo; 1 1·d ' s  l i st o r  endangere d  b i rds 

r·rom 1 97 8  to 1 994. b u t  l h c 11 was re

moved i n  1 994 on the  bas i s that  i t.-; 

breed i n g  s ta tus  in I l l i n o i s  appca 1·s to 
be l h a l  of a vagra n t ,  w i t h  I l l i no i s  

occu rri n g  s u bstan t i a l l y  n o r t h  o r  i l s  

typical breedi 1 1g range ( Herkert 1 995 ) .  
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Successful Breeding Common Terns in Illinois : 
With A Sunnnary of Conznwn Tern 

Nesting Occurrences in Illinois 

Co1111 1 1011  Tern in .flight nc({r its nesting grounds in Luke Countr. '.l5 
Muy 1 995. Photo hy F:ric Wulters. 

When I decided to p u rsue a 
second career i n  con scrv< 1 l i o n ,  one o r  
t h e  r·i r.s l  req u ests  I rece i ved was r·rnrn 
A 111y Horslm< i n n  o l' the  I l l i no i s  Dc-

1x1rl 111 en l  or Naturnl Resou rces.  ' · H ow 

wou l d  y o u  l i ke lo m o n i tor what i s  

11 1·obab l y  t h e  o n l y  breed i n g c o l o n y  o f' 

Com111on Terns (Stcmu himndo )  i n  

the s late '1" she askecl . I n  t he ear ly 
sp 1·i 1 1g o l '  1 997 .  Hors l 11 1ann  all ll I 1 11c l  
a l  t h e  C o 111 1 1 1 0 n w e a l l h  Ed i s o n  

Wau kegan coa l - l'i rcd power p l a n t .  

w he 1·e t he  h i  rds h a d  prev i o u s l y  1 1es tecl .  

Joi n i ng u s  r·ro111 Corned was T0111 
Pla t t ,  the com p l i ance spec i al i st .  To111 
look us  to t he " l' ly-ash pond.s" ,  0 11 the 
prnpe ny ' s  south c11d. H c 1-c . ash r·rn111  
t he b u rn e d  coal is  s l u rr ied i n to two 
l arge ponds for set t l i n g  and even tua l  
c l 1-cdg i 11 g  aml  d i s 1 1osa l .  J n  the  c e n t e r  
or bot l 1 1mml-; i s  a IHLITOW 1x� 11 i n su l a  at 
t h e  c 11 Ll o r· w h ich  is a c i rc u la 1· i s l allll . 
a 11prox i nwlc I y I '.) n 1c lc 1·s i n  cl i a 11 1 ctu. 
I t was 011 these i s l a 1 1ds w h e re l l 1c  
terns.  w h i c l 1  <1.1-c c 1H la 1 1µc 1-cd i n  l l l i -
110 i �; ,  had 1 1cs led.  w i t h rn i xcd s u ccc: ; : ; .  
i 11 p 1· io r  yc< 1r� ; .  :; cc 1\ p 1·w m l i x  l'rn· de-

t a i l s .  S i nce the pond.s are dredged i n  
a l  lcrnate years. o u r  l'ocus ( a11d hopc
J'u l l y  t he t e rn s '1 ) was the i s l a ml in  t h e  
pond  ru J l y  S U ITOUl ll[cd by  Wa ln where 
no cl reclg i ng  ac t i v i ty occu rred .  

Co rn lc'.d h e l ped c reat i ng su i tab le  
coml i t ions  !"or the  b i rds by b u i l d i 11 g  
a 1 . 5 -meter e l ectri l ' iecl cyc lone fc11ec 
arnu ncl the peri phe 1·y o r· each i s l an d .  
Co111 Ecl a l so c reated a su r r< 1cc o l' 
nu shed s tone to s i m u l ate  the  sandy m 

rock substrate o l. l he  tern ' s  prc l'crrcd 

nes t i ng  habi lal  ( Eh rl i ch .  el a l ) .  allll 
l e rt so111e spa 1·sc vcgcla l io 11 ,  w h i c h  
lcrn.s l i ke  to 1m1v i c l e  s h ade for t he 
e ll i c ks.  

On 1 6 M ay J l)l)i, I cou n ted :n. 
bi 1·ds am! observed c l as .s i c  t ern 1 1csl
ing behav i or ;  1 1 1a lcs pra11 c i 11g  ahuu l 
w i l h t he i 1· .s l ru l s  aml w ad d l e s .  1 · 1 y i 11 g  
i n  l'ro m the  l ake carry i 1 1g 111 i 11 11 o w s  
�1 11d r i tua l ly  kecl i 11g fe 1 11a les .  aml com·· 

11et i 1 1g w i t h  other  m a l e s  attc 111 p t i 11 g  [ ( )  
do I l ie .sa 1rn: .  B i rds  we 1·e scc11 hunkered 
dow11 ( a 11 1)are 1 1 l l y  l'e 1 1rn lcs ) .  011 w h at 
: 1 ppc:.m:c.I to b(: l. hc i r  .\c 1·apc n e s t s .  
So1 1 1c 1 1e '; l i 1 1 g : 1 l l l : 1 1 1 p l s  S(:c 1 1wd lo  he 

by Donald R. Dann 

occ u rr i n g  011 t he  s t o n e  j u st outs ide 
the enc losu re .  w h i ch at t he  t i m e  made 
me 111me t han a l i tt l e  nervous .  ( Events  
proved my anx i ety wel 1 -jus t i  ri ed) .  I 
made s im i l ar observat i ons over the  
next  few weeks, count ing as  111 any  as 
27 b i rds on one occas i o n .  

Then  d i saster s truck .  The  t h i rd 
week of J une ,  Tfouncl the i s l and e 111pty. 
Every lern w as gone,  nowhere lo be 
seen .  Whal happened'/  Hors t m a n n  
a n d  I conjectured several poss i  bi I i 
t i e s .  Perhaps t h e  e l ectr ic  fe 11ce was 

not  work i ng,  or maybe a raccoon had 
dug u n derneath i t  lo reac h lhe b i rd s .  
Or perhaps a predator h ad s t ru c k  a 
nes l i 11 g  b i rd outs ide t he  Ce11ce,  w h i ch 
cau sed the  e nt i re colo 1 1y  to abandon 
the i s l and .  

T h e  lo l l o w i n g  A pr i l .  [ lJ LJ 8 .  
H ors l 11 1a 1 1 1 1  and I aga i n  met w i t h  To111 
Pl att .  who h e l ped i 11 1 prnve the l'c11 ec · s  
sec u ri t y .  and cx le 11 cl l 'e nc i 11g  m ater i a l  
u mle 1·groun d  al  an an g l e  to detc 1· pre
dators.  The co11 lour  or the l and ou t 
s i de the fen ce was con fi gu red lo deter 
ne.s l i ng t he 1-c . P l a s t i c  mal l i n g  was 
i 1 1stal led under the  stone w i t h  holes i 1 1  
0 11 l y  a l'ew p l aces lo al low l he 1· i g h l  
a 11 1oun l  o r  11 l ant mate 1·i a l  l o  gro w .  

01 1  1 1 1 y  i'i rsl ohserva l irni .  I S  M ay 
1 998,  I l'ou 1 1cl 110 b i rds .  On 2 2  May 
I lJlJ 8 .  l rou n d  2 Com mon Terns ,  one 
Oil a 11 appare n t  1 1es l  i n s i de the  i'ence 
aml the othe 1· 1·1 y i 11 g  i 11 /'rom the eas l  
carry i 11g  rood. 011 27 M ay 1 998 ,  J 
ro u n d  7 b i rds.  a11cl O il 7 J u 11 e .  I saw l ?  
Common Term. 1 

J\ s t he  weeks progressed the n u 111-
bn.s conti n ued lo i 11 nease but so d i d  

t h e  d i  ffi c u  l ly o r· gel l i ng a11 exact c o u  1 1  l .  
I d id  1 1 1 y  s t ud ie.<-. w i th a sco 11e r·rn 111 a 
road ru 1 1 1 1 i 11g a lo 1 1g  the .so 1 1 l h  e 1 1 C l  o l' 
l l w  pond.  :tt l east I ( ) ( )  1 1 1e te 1·s 1 ·m1 1 1  

l\!J[ead owl arl� 



Co111111on Tcm eggs ut Waukcgctn /Jrccding site in Lokc 
Coun ty. Muy / 998. Photr > hy A my f-forstnwnn. 

T11•0 Co111111011 Tcm chicks ut Wuukcgun hrccding site in 
Luke Coun ty . I J July I 9<JH. Photo hy A111v Horstmunn. 

A ppendix: A 
S u m mary o f C0111 111on Tern .Nest ing Occurren ces i n  Ill i no i s  

,;, F ro m  a 3 J u ne 1977 rccmd o r  a phone eon vcrsa l ion between J i m  

Neal ancl Richard Tho m :  I n  1 976, J i m  Neal fou n d  Lwo n ests i n  the 
Joh ns-Man v i  Ile La i  I i ng  area no rth of Waukegan .  Eight pai r attempted to 

nest o n  the Commonwealth Edison properly near t here. He l'ound Lhe 

nesls,  but  they were all dcslroyccl d u 1· i ng Lhc season . Terns are nest i n g  

t h i s  yeai ·  ( 1 977) i n  t h e  ro ll i ng tai l i n g  piles on t h e  Waukegan lake l'ro n l  

west o f  t h e  B l ack-crowned Nigh t-Heron col o n y .  

''' Fro m nest record cards for the 1 980 nes t i ng sc<1so11 : O n  9 Ju11c, 

C .  N. Becker reported a t o  Lal of 29 Common Tern nest s  at Waukegan on 

the ash pond dike. Th i s  i ncluded l ncsl w i t h  I egg, 5 nests w i Lh 2 eggs, 

22 nests w i th 3 eggs, and I nest  w i th 2 eggs and I young . On 22 June  2 2 ,  

D .  J o h n son reported the ent ire colony abandoned. 

'' From a 6 August 1983 memo fro m  Randy Hei do rn lo  M i ke S weet: 

A Ju l y  8 .-; u 1·vey found 32  n ests w i th 19 ch icks  and 8 egg.� . Two young 

birds were f'ound dead. Heidorn e s t i mated that 2 1 -2 8  b i rds h ad fledged 

by the t ime or th is  s u rvey.  

''' From a 15 August  1983 report by M i ke S weet o n  the 1983 

nesti n g  season based on fi ve s urveys or the Waukeg<m col o n y :  

2 .l une:  2 4  nes ts, 6 5  eggs, 0 ch i cks,  0 fledgli ngs 

I 0 Ju ne: 28 nests, 70 eggs, 9 ch i cks ,  () fledgl ings 

14 J u n e :  :n nests, 74 eggs, 13 c h icks ,  0 fledg l i ngs 

8 J u l y :  8 eggs, 1 9  c h i cks ,  21 fledgl i ngs (Th i s  appears to 

vary somewhat from Randy Hci dorn ' s memo c i ted above.) 

11 August : 0 nests, 0 eggs, 0 ch icks,  0 fledgl ings  

" '  From a 15 May 1 985 report by M ike S weet o n  the 1984 nest i ng 

season : I-le recorded th ree s urveys of Lhe Waukegan colony:  

4 June:  I S  nests ,  39 eggs, ( )  ch icks ,  0 fledgl i ngs, 22 adu l ts 

23 J u ne :  2 ncs1 s ,  2 eggs, 2 chicks,  0 ll cdg l i ngs, 9 adu l ts 
27 J u l y : ( )  nests, 0 eggs, 0 c h icks, 0 fledgl i ngs, ( )  adu l ts 

Vol. 8, ]\J o. H 

-- Glen Krnsc 
llli1 1ois 1Je1 1art11n:nt of Natural Resources 

SprinR/ield, IL 6270 I 

the i slan d.  Moreover vegetat ion was 
growi n g  on the o uter perimeter of 
the rcnce, l a rgely obsc u ring my s ig h t  
I i  nes of' b i rds  o n  n e s t s .  Once l cli m bed 
atop t he roof or my car to try to l ook 
down in to  the enclosure. Th i s  seemed 
lo raise the i re of the ent i re colony as, 
en rnassc, they took off and headed 
s t ra ight  for me, s c rea m i ng the i r 
h igh-pi tched "tee-arr-r+" calls .  l 
was m ore t ha n  a I i  t t le concernccl, as 
they arc known to rcl c�1...;e feces al 
an �l ttacker al the low poi n t  o r  these 
aggress ive d i ves .  

On 13 July 1998 ,  Horstmann, l ,  
and a Com Ed employee c lonnecl h <ll'd 
hats and walked the pe n i n s ula to the 
enclosure .  Ign ori ng the protesti ng 
and attac k i ng adults we used the i n su
l ated gate h andle  and went ins ide.  We 
saw s i x  down-covered tern ch i cks, 
h id i ng beh i ncl vegetat ion or scurry i n g  
around L o  a v o i d  us .  Hors tmann p ho
tographed several . The total n umber 
of young b irds for the season ,  ei ther 
in the enclosure or fly i ng,  turned o u t  
to b e  seven ,  s e e n  t h e  followi ng week . 
We had confi rmat i on of s uccessful 
nesting of t h i s  l l l i no i s  endangered 
species. 

A uthor's Note: ln my first survey 
ut tf1is site, in May of' / 999, I saw 
01>17roxim.utcly 2.f Common Terns 
1>ree11.i11g, nwte�feeding, und defend

ing territory. 

-Donuld R. Dunn, 
60 Ravinoaks Lmw 

Highlwul Pork, IL 60035 
don n i cbi rd @ rn sn . com 
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An Inti111ate Vievv : 
The Ring-Billed Gull Life Cycle 
in the new Waukegan Colony 

On 3 M ay 1 9 % ,  I was 
bird ing Waukegan Beach on Lake 

Mich i gan  in Lake Cou n ly .  I l l i no is ,  

when a l arge commotion o f' gu l l s  
abo u l  l ( ) () y ards wes l  o r  t he  beach 

caugh t my eye. J wal ked toward lhe 
s i te lo d i scover an  u n d isturbed area 

of pri v ate property encircled by a 

protected fence. An enormous flock 
o r  R ing-bi l l ed G u l l s  (Larus delu

wurensis) appeared to be stagi ng  i n  
t h i s  open and fl a t  area. As  I wa l ked 

c loser. l saw hundreds or gu l l s  s i l l i n g  
on  vegelat ion. I L  appeared that a new 

gu l l  colony had starlecl in I l l i no i s .  

Actual ly ,  people who worked near 
lhe area had seen sim i I ar acti v i ty al 

t h i s  l ocation in lhe spri ng  and s um

mcrnf 1 995 . Be l ween 1 98 1  and 1 98 8 ,  

observers had also recorclec\ a Ccw 

g u l l  nests near t h i s  colony.  

I counlcd al least  740 nesls lha l  

day in  M ay .  S i nce I only counted 

from the ea.st s ide of the fence, more 
nests could h ave present e lsewhere 

that I did not see. I d i dn ' t  make an
other nes l  cou n t  t hat summer.  How

e ver, J cou n ted 1 ,460 nests there on  
1 4 M ay 1 997,  nearly tw i ce  the  1 996 

to ta l .  Th i s  coun t  i n c l uded v iews from 

the sou lhwesl sect ion ,  m ade by gai n 
i ng access t o  t h e  pri vatc parki ng lo t  

jus t  sou lh  o l. the colony.  

Nest Cycle 

Cou rt.sh i p  dance and copu l a t i on 
begi n s  the R i ng-bi l led Gul l cycle .  I 

have  seen R ing-bi l leds copu l a t i ng a 
n um her o f' t i mes i n  /\pr i l  lo car ly May 
a lo 1 1g  the  Evans to11 l akc l'ronl and al  
Chicago· s Monlro .se Harbor. These 

s i tes a rc 23 aml 20 m i l es respect i ve ly  

] 4  

b y  Eri c  Wal ters 

T h is Ring-/Jil/ed Gull is using the long-cal/ di.117/oy to deter its opponent. 
Photo wk en 1111 J J June 1 997 ut Mont mse Beoch, Chicugo, Cook Co. hy Eric 
Wu/ters. 

from the nearest colony .  I h av e  also 

seen a subac\ u l t  pair cop u l at ing as l ate 

as 22 M ay in Evan s ton .  These obser
v at i ons s ugges t  t he  i n i t i al s tages o l' 

the  b reed i n g  cycle need not occur 

near t he co lony .  

R i ng-b i l led Gu l l s  express lerri lo
r ial de l'ense and domi nance in spe

c ifi c  way s .  Two common expres

s ions  are lhe "long cal ls" and "opcn

wing charges" (Ryder 1 99 3 ) .  The 
"l ong cal ls" d i sp lay s larls w i th a gu l l  

s luwly  bowing i ts head down lo wards 
i ts l'eet and then s lowly rai .s i ng  it back 

up to shoulder level . Ex lended cal l 
no les occu r  dur ing t h i s  w h o l e  se

q uence. hence the name. " long ca l l" .  

Bowing of lhe  head doesn ' t  i nd i calc 
subservi ence; ratherthe dominant  gu l l  

performs lh i s  behav i or .  I ts eyes are 
always on lhc b ird to w h i ch  i l  is cl i s
p l ay i  ng aggress ion .  I /' the weaker gu 1 1  

doesn ' t  move away i n  response lo a 

" long cal l " ,  lhc cal l i ng gu l l  w i l l  o f' lcn 
walk s lowly  in the d i rect ion of its 

opponent .  Th i s  usual l y  is enough lo 

move the weaker one away . T-Towcvc1·. 
i i. t h i s  st i l l  doc.sn ' l work, then a gul l 
m ight u se an "open -w i nged cha 1·gc". 

An "opc 11 -wi ng charge" can oc
c u r  over rood d i spu tes, pr ime roosl

i n g  locat i om; ,  and territor i al c lai 111. s .  

B u l  i t  i s  i n  colonies  w here i t  can be 

seen most  freq uen l ly .  There, gu 1 1  s 
arc less tolerant to i n v as ion of nes t i ng 

space. A n  "open-wing  charge" .s tarts 

w i l h  the gu l l  extend ing i t s  w i ngs per

pend i cul ar lo i ts oppone n t  fo l l owed 

by a mad rush w i th i ts b i l l  wide open . 
No cal l i ng occurs du ring t h i s  d i sp lay 

despite i ts b i l l  bei ng Cu l ly ope n .  Th i s  

d i sp lay real l y  looks fearsome and i l  

consi stent ly  works. 

Ring-b i l l ecls are s ingle-brooded. 

and d i splay a l arge range o l' nesl dates. 
For exam pl e. peak egg-layi n g  in a 

southern On lario colony was fro n 1  
mi d -Apri l t o  J u l y  ( Ry der 1 9 9 3 ) . 

"Birds show strong fidel i ty lo colony 

s i te and spec ifi c  area in colony" ;  older 

i nd iv idua l s  beg in  egg lay i n g  up lo 
two weeks earl ier  than young bi rd s ;  

younger bi rd.s ( second years ) breed 

regu lar l y ;  two lo four cgg.s arc l a id .  

Three i s  the most common 11 umbcr 
(Ryder I 9lJ3 ) .  

M y  1 997 nc.c.; t  coun t  cons i s ted 
m a i n l y  of r·u l l  ad u l L.c.; .  Lale1· i 11 M ay or 

M ead owlark 



.J u ne, younger  hi nJs appeared at lhe 

s i te .  Those arri v i ng I atcr  i n  the season 

were not the dominan l  adu l ts and 

thcre /"ore had lo scl l l e  for l ess des i r
able nes t i ng  s i tes luward lhe co lony 

/"r i nge.  Th i s  a l so  app l i es to set t l i ng /"or 

.c; i lcs such as dense herbaceous and/or 

shrub  cover, a l ocal io 11 R i n g-bi l l cc\s 
a vo id  ( Ryder 1 993 ) .  

M osl data from t h e  t hree I l l i no is  
co l on i es ,  Drcsdcn/He idccke Lake, 
Lake Cal umel, and now Waukegan , 

correlate w i l h  nat ional average of 

about t h ree eggs per nest. Al al I s i tes, 
lhe onsel of  nest ing occurred in l ale 
Apri l ,  w i th nest count  peak aroun d  
mid-May . 

I nc ubat ion a vcrages 26 days .  The 
young .c; Lay i n  t he  nesl  Cor abou l I 0 
days pr ior lo fl edging ( i .� .. juveni l es 

leav i ng  l hc nesl but  s laying w i th in a 
50 yard rad ius ) .  About four clays after 
fledgi ng, the young l eave lhe nest 
s i te,  but  rema i n  no  more than abo u l  

4 0  m eters away . T h e  young depart the 

colony J l days afler lkclgi ng (Ryder 
1 99 3 ) .  The young at the  Wau kegan 

co lony had l" ledged by lhe fi rst week 

of J un e  1 997 .  

At  the other colon ies i n  northeast 

I l l i no i s ,  fl edgi ng has been observed 

weeks l ater w i l h  m id-J une be ing  the 
earl iest, but t h i s  could be a function 

of lack of consi sten t observat ion .  Al 

Table I.  R i ng-b i l led C u l l  L i fe Cyc l e  

0 11scl 

Copu l al io 11 & cuu r lsh ip Apri l 8 

Egg l ay i ng & nes t ing  Apri l  l .'.1  

Max i m u m  nesl count na 

Hatc h i n n  b May 1 0  

Fledg i ng May 20 

Leave colo 1 1y grounds!\/\ May 3 1  

Juven i les  depart area June  28# 

Acl u l ls depart area Ju ly  25 

Lake Calu met in 1 99 1 ,  h ale heel young 
w ere seen on  25 M ay ( fi de Wal ter 

M arcisz) ,  wh ich wou ld  pu l  fl edging 

no l ater than S June, consistent w i th 
Waukegan ' s  1 997 res ul ts .  Th i s  June 

fl edging would co inc ide w i th  egg l ay

i ng  occurr i 1 1g i n  the lasl  week of Apri l .  

Tab le  I su mmari1..es the I l l i no i s  

data pub l i shed from lhc  three gu l l  

colonies,  o ther pub l i shed research ,  

and my data. This  chart refers on l y  to 

b i rds Crom the breed ing colon ies .  The 
dates prov ide a general es ti m ated ti me 

J"rame l ikely accurate w i th i n  a week 

in I l l i no is  for the onset and peak cat

egori es .  The "End i ng" col u m n  relics 
heav i ly o n  publ i s hed data from out

side I l l i nois colon ies (Ryder 1 993 ) .  

For  example,  t he end ing  o f  l he  

"Adu l t s  depart area" l i ne i s  an est i
mate based sole ly on the fact that  the 

Peak End ing 

May 5 *  .J u ly  .'.1 
M ay l (V J ul y  1 0  

May 25 n a  

J u n e  5 ''' Augus l  S 
J u ne l Y:' A ugus t  J S  
J une 25 August 2.'.1 

July J 9# Scptc 111 ber '.) 

August  2.'.1 September 25 

adults wou ld  have fin i s hed the i r  body 

moll by then and would be mov ing .  I 

h ave recorded thei r fal l  m igra t ion 
dur ing October to m icl- Novcrn bcr, 

wh ich  supports this cs  t i  m ated depar

ture date. The l i ne, "Ju ven i l es deparl 
area" for the "Onset" and "Peak" re

fer to e igh t  years of personal data. 
More research wou lei cerlai n l y  be of 

in terest, espec i al l y  s i nce I l l i no i s  i s  at 

lhc southern end of this species" breed
i n g  range and should have earl ier  av

erages than s i tes further north .  

Peak egg-l ay i n g  a n d  nest i n g  
act i v i ty  appears lo occ u r  consistent ly 

between 20 Apri l and 25 May .  These 

elates re l"lec l  lhe approx i m ate median 

elate in the eye le for each category . 
AA This  re l"ers to  j u ven i les more 

than 50 yards, but  w i th i n  a m i l e  of t he 

colony s i te .  

f?ing-Billcd gulls, Dempster Street /Jeuch, J:;vw1ston IL, 20 Moy 1 997. Photo hy Tony Kelly. 
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fo u n d  l h a l  a d u l t s  dese r t ed  

eggs when a raccoon came b y  a l  

n ight .  That resu l ted i n  lh c  deaths  

o l' 32 lo 87  e mbryos, wh i ch  h ad 

coo led below l h c  ternperalu re re

qu i  rcd for i n cubat ion ( E m l e n  e l  

a l .  1 966) .  

# These two s lat i s l i c s  were 

compi l ed rrom e i ght  years o r 

d at a  c o l  l ec l ed al E v a n s t o n  

(norlh Cook Co un ly ) .  l l  refers 

lo t he  average arri v a l  dale or 

peak count or j u ve n i l es al that 

local i on .  Evanston is 27 m i les 

( a n d  2 3 )  l'ro m the C a l u m e l  

(and W au kegan )  colon ies .  The 

ear l i est j u ve n i l e  arri va l  was on 

2 2 J une  1 990 w h i l e lhe maxi m u m  

peaks were abou l  700 j u ven i l es 

on 1 3  Ju ly 1 990 and 400 on 1 4  

July 1 993 ,  respecti v e l y .  

Fledglings ' 
Successes and Dangers 

The young sturted hutching in curly June ut the 
Wu11kegun Colony. Photo tu ken 6 June J 997 in 
Wo11kegu11, Lake Co. hv Eric Walters. 

H u m a n  i n l ru s ion  h as i m 

pacted Lhe colony ' s  reproduct ion 

success .  Th i s  in trus ion causes 

an i n terru p t ion or  nest i ng act i v 

i ty ,  w h ich leads to  the eggs be i n g 

exposed Lo l ow or ambien l  tem

peratures .  Th i s  d i s t urbance can 

rcs u l l  i n  a 1 6  Lo 3 1  perL'.enl de -

After hatch i ng , the  need for food 

i nc reases. R i ng-bi l led G u l l s  ma i n l y  

eat fish a n d  i n sects. O n e  pare n t  does 

95% of the foragi ng al the peak of 

hatch i ng . The olher pare n t defends 

the nesl site .  Th i s  foragi ng aetiv i ly  

occurs d ur i ng Lhe fi rst two and l as l  

two hours o f  the day ( Ryder 1 993) .  

W i l h  so many gu l ls hatch ing and 

fledg i ng , compel i l ion for food l i ke l y  

dri ves g u l l s  l o  n e w  areas . Pressure Lo 

fi n d  new rood sou rces is w hal may 

have driven ad u l ls i n  Lo flooded fie lds  

dur ing t he ear ly J u ne of 1 993 ( Cicle 

Joe M i losevich) or i n to s ub urban  al 

l eyways in  nearby towns duri ng l he 

l ast l wo spring and s u m mers (fide 

Walter Marcisz) .  J u veni les C<lll ' t com

pete with  adu l ls for rood s i tes near the 

co lony,  so t hey leave the a rea sooner 

than adu l l s  lo ri n d  rood .  

T h e  need for food a n d  t h e  search 

i n  out ly i ng  areas frorn Lhe colony s i lc 

can l ead lo d isasler for the young 

b irds .  Large- scale clealh from starva

t ion w as documented i n  1 997 .  Over 

600 j u ven i l es were found dead in out

l y i ng southern Cook County suburban 

l ocal ions ( I  I Ju l y  TV news reporl, 

ride Wal ter Marc is1.) . I round n u m er

ous dead j u ven i l es in the summer or 

1 997 near lhe Waukegan colony s i le 

a;; well as in lhe Evanston area. 

F l edg i 11 g  is a l i me in wh ich  n u -

1 11ernus teJT i Lori a l  sk i rm i shes occur .  
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Adul ts attack other chicks who cross 

i nto t h e i r  terri lory ,  and w i l l  peck 

them to dealh (Ryder 1 99 3 ) .  I saw 

one chick who apparently lost trac k 

of i ls paren ls and w ho went  up to 

nu merous other adults,  only Lo be 

attacked o n  i t s  n eck .  The gul l  was 

b i tt e n  so bad ly Lhal ils neck was 

bl oodied w i t h  a n  exposed wound. 

Y o u n g  gul l s can also become 

"road ki l l . " Their lack o -f exper ience 

wi lh rasl- mov ing  cars and s l ow reac

t ion  t i mes to dangerous  s i tuat ions 

leave many de�1d .  One recen l  su mmer 

clay, 75  were found  dead along Stony 

Is l and A ve nue very near the Lake 

Calumet col ony (fide Wal ler M arcisz ) .  
I fou n d  n u me ro u s c a s u a l t i e s  t h e  

summer of 1 997 along McCormick 

Boulevard i n  Skok ie  and Evanston .  

Weakness l'ro 111 l ack  or food and 

foragi ng  i n  garbage d u mps or other 

u n heal thfu l  areas could i n lroduce bac

ter ia or v i ruses i nto a young gul l ' s  

syslcm, w h i ch cou l d  u l ti mate l y cause 

deal h .  Accounts  of bolu l i sm have 

been reported, and p robabl y look Lhe 

I i ves of 600 g u l ls belween 1 959 and 

1 964 (B lokpoel and Tess ier  1 986 ) .  

Other factors contr ibute to  the  

death s of young gu l l s .  Mamma l s  

such  as  coyotes, raccoons ,  skunks ,  
or even rals  i nv ade col on ies .  The 

fa i l ur e  of the  1 993 C ru ndy and W i l l  

Coun ty colony was probably clue lo 

repeated coyote predat i on ( fide Joe 

M i l osevi c h ) .  One .-; Ludy from 1 96.'i 

sert i on  of nests (Vermeer 1 970  

& Sou thern and  Sou lhern 1 98 1  ) .  I n  

Lhe s p r i ng or 1 994, dreclg i ng act i  v i  ly 

and the resu l t ing  lruck traffic al Lake 

Cal umel d i sturbed nesti ng g u l l s .  The 

use of a c annon Lo create loud no i ses 

fri ghtened away the g u l l s  ( Cictc Wal

ler Marc isz) .  These disturbances may 

have cau sed a 25 percent drop in nest 

n u m bers from Lhe annual esti mate 0 1· 
about I 0,000 nests . Thal  means some 

5000 l ess young fledged Lhat su m mer. 

Typica l ly ,  90 percent  of adu Its 

and 40 percen l  or ch icks return lo 

same colony lo nest ( Ryder 1 993 ) .  

This Ring-hilled Gull.fledged scw'rul 
duys /Jc/(Jrc Eric Wultcr.1· took the 
p h o to on J J J u ly / 9 9 7  1 1 1  t h e  

Wu11kl'gun Colony, !"ukc Co. 

Meadowl ark 



Ycl,  i n  1 995, the  Lake Cal umet  gu l l 
co l ony popu lat ion  drnpped lo an a l l

l i rne l l)SJ()s low or  4.00() lo 5 , ( )( ) ( )  

nes t. -; .  That was Lhe sa 111c year the 

Waukegan colony orig i  natcd, and a l so 

when t h e  CJru ndy/W i l l  co lony had Lhe 

h i ghcs l  nes t i ng  tot a l s .  Perhaps the 

Lake Ca l u me t  b i rds were d i splaced 

Lo t hese o ther  s i  lcs .  

The Wau kegan co l o 1 1y caused 

s ign i ri can t  problems r·or the c i ly and 

nearby busi nesses. Low-I .l y i ng gu l l s  

and wandcri  n g  j u ven i les regu lar ly  

col l i dcd w i th  cars . 

A t  L h e  n e a r b y  
p u b l i c  b e ac h ,  

gu l l s  congregated 

in l arge masses . 
When fl u shed i n to 

f'l ight by hu mans, 

the gu l l s  oflen cle

posi Led excrement  

0 11 Lhe beach and 

i nlo Lhe waler. Un-

sa l'e l e vels  or bac-

�·.,;ii�; teri a bel i eved to lJ 

The lot�ll R i ng-bi l l ed popula t ion  

pr ior  to fledg ing  was  esti 111atecl at 

38 , ()( )( ) ror 1 997 .  Th i s  n u 11 1bc 1· repre

sents about 1 percen t  0 1· the worl d ' s  

R i  ng-b i l l ecl pop u l at i o n  based on  1 993 

1 1u 111bers ( Ryder 1 99 3 ) .  

The  R i ng-b i l l ed pop u l at i on i .-; 

poi sed r·or a s ig 11 i rica 1 1 t  popu la t i on  

gro w t h  i n  t he  11ear fu ture .  Us ing  es t i 

mates based 011 R yder ( 1 993 ) . we  w i l l  

h ave an  cs t i  male of  48 ,000 gu l l s  rc

L urn i ng i n  1 998 w i th t he  pote n t i al to 

breed . Th i s  i n c l udes a l mosl  35 ,000 

be caused by the These t wo Ring-hilled Gulls, OJ'/lroxinwtcfy 15 du .rs old, 
gu I l s  excre 111en t  hu i •c /cfi the confines of' the c;o/nnr und 1 1 1n1 ·  /Jcgin /if(· on 
was b lamecl ror the their 01 1 ·n .  Photo tukcn on 1 1  Ju/\' J lJ lJ 7  ut the Wuukegon 
record n u m ber or colony, Luke Co. hy Eric Wolters. 

clays the  Wauke-
gan beach was c losed dur i ng  the sum

mer of I 997 ( fide Chi cago Tr ibu 11 e ) .  

Th i n  ri l amC11t  w i re h a s  been pl aced 

on the sand n10 u 11 cl i n  the m idd le  of 

Lhe colony lo preven t  the g u l l s  from 

lan d i n g  and cons ideri ng  u s i ng  Lhe 

d u 11e  for nes t i ng .  

I n  1 997, an es l ima led 1 6,500 

Ri ng-b i l led G u l l  nests were round i n  

the sou t hwestern Lake M ich igan ba

s i n  ( Lake Cal u met 1 0,000+; n orth

w s t  fnd ian-1 nbou 'l 5.,000; Waukeg<tn 
uboul 1. ,500 · Wil l/Gru ndy cou n t i es 

none). Th i s  corresponds to 33 000 

breed ing adu l ts presen t  during lhc 
nnsct or nest i ng. A s igni l'i can l  n u m
ber Of '  11 L1-breCUCl'S WOLi. it! have been 
presenl as we l l .  A conservali ve es t i
mate rro m 1his region wou l d  be al 
h::as1 �.ooo non-breeder · ( t he vast 
11 1 a jor i 1 y  �UT in s ubad u l l , 2. 1 1 (1 yea 1' 

1) l u 111 age ) . 
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adu l t s  ( i nc l u d i ng the  5 ,000 subaclu l ts  

now matLl l'e ) ancl 1 3 ,000 young bi rds .  

Th i s  n u m ber  represc 11 ts a one-year 

1 5  percent growth  rate. 

W h i l e  t h e  Ri ng-b i l led h as n ' t  

11ested south o f  the G real Lakes i n  the 

M idwest u n t i l  the He iclecke Lake/ 

Dresden Lake locati ons,  Lhe ex peeled 

f'u lure popu la t ion  explos ion wou l d  

appear l o  b e  t h e  factor thal  cou l d 

crealc new colon i es lo the sou th .  

The Waukegan c l1,1ny hns e .  rnb-
1 i, .hed u foothold i n  L h  are�1 and ap
pears to be g rowing rapid ly.  W hat the 
effects of t l1 i s  pop u l ation o r  the pre
dicted futu re explosion of numbers 
w i l l  hnve on humans w i l l  l i k�Jy be

come Lhc suhje ·t of m uch i n tcrc�t .  
U n  L i ]  then, Lhe lower Lake Michigan 
w i l l  con t inu > Lo offer i tse l f  ·1s an ex

cel l en t  summer home for the R i ng

h i l led G u l l .  
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rm·ncrs of' the Wllukcgun colony site 

.filled the l lrcu 1 1 · /th fishing wire lo 
kcc/J the hirds fi·om nesting in / lJlJ8. 

f-Jow1'1'er, the gulls uppro/iriutcd w1 
w·eu ohout 75 yu nls west oj' the 
originlll site, 1 11herc they nested in 
I 1)1)8. On 3 1  Moy / lJlJ8, I here were 
850 nests on the site. The .first sign 
of . fledged young ( 13 totcil) wos o n  
3 1  Moy / 1)1)8. O n  3 July l lJIJ8, !here 
wae / , 66.5 udu/1.1· ond 325 j11pe11ilcs 
J lrcse11/. In / l)l)L) the Jln>pe rty o w11ers 
used 1'o rin11s me/hods lo deter /; 111/s 

ji·n1 1 1  hrccdi1 1g .  As o(this 1 11riting !he 
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Butterflying for Birders 

An Eastern Wood-Pewee 
w h is t les "pee-err," pee-a-wee" and 

" fcc-ba-dcc" in random order .  A 

Caro l i na Wren shouls  i ts  " lca-kelt l e" 

cal l s  1·ro111 the rav ine. and an I nd igo 

B un l i  ng .s i ngs i l series o f  pai red noles .  

Al l  as color  creeps i n to the easlern 
sky,  and a.s I figh t  

lo wake up  Crom 

a cool n ight  that 

inv i les s leep.  

A Yc l l o w

b i  I l e d  C u c koo  

adds a series 0 1· 

"k lowps," and a 

F i e l d  S p arro w  

ro l l.-;  h i s  s o n g s  

lo a s lop .  

By 7 a . 111 .  

the b i  rel chorus  

dwind les, and the 

grasshopper/c icada choru s  b u i l ds .  

Even t h e  abrupt cal l s  of  a Wh i tc

eyed V i reo don't  rev i ve i l . A lkr  a l l ,  

whal ' s  lo s i n g  abou t 0 11 t he  Ci r.s t  day 
o l' A u gus t ?  The l i t t l e  a m o u n t  o l' 

act iv i ty doesn ' t  do m uch lo excite th i s  

birder.  ] [ ' s no excuse lo stay home,  
though ,  not when the bu l ler l'l i es  wi l l  

begin  bask ing, !'l y ing .  and reeding as  

soon as d i rect  s u n l ight reaches c< 1 111 p .  
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I rem e m ber c o m 

pla i n i n g  abou t bu l terCl i c s  
C 

by Kathy Phelps 

fl y i ng  i nto the trees when r 1-----------� 

t. h  h i nd w i ngs. 
Two rows o f  or

a nge spots edge 
a b lue area L l tl

dernc:ub on t he i r  
h i r  ti-w i ngs. A 

was try i ng to locale birds .  Tha l  wa.s 

before I became i n lcrcsted i n  bul lcr
l'l i es .  S i nce b i rds  become ac l ive i n  

t he  earl y  m o rn i n g  a n d  butterfl ie .-, 

wai l for lhe sun  lo warm lhem before 

they fly ,  i l  s i mpl ifies th i ngs !'or l h i s  

b i rder-bu tlcrfl icr .  

I camp at rn ral property we own 
seven m i les southeast of H arri sbu rg. 

I m ow lhc area around  the camper 

and let the rest of the :n acres grow 

natural l y .  The m i xt u re of woods, two 

ravi nes .  and barrens  (a  prai ri e - l i ke 

p l a n t  co 111 m u 

n i ly w i th  scat

tered t rees)  o l'

J'crs a vari e ty or 

habi lat .  

s u n  I i  g h t  

s l i p s  over  l h c  

d r i v e w a y  a n d  

t h e  w i l d  bcrga-

111o1 ( !vJ m Ill rd ii 

/i.1· 1 it!o.rn) bor

der ing i t .  The 

l'i rs l  S picebush 
S w a l l o w t a i l 

bu llerl' ly sai l s  in and l ands on the p i nk  

lfowers .  iL.s l'orewi ngs cont i nu

a l l y  beati ng as i t  s ips  nectar. 

Soon lwo more jo in  i t .  They 

fly abou l ,  feed, and occas ion
al I y bask w i th t he i r  b l ack  

wi ngs open flat. A l l  t he  act i v 

i ty  gi vcs a good v iew o l' l hc  

row o l. l i ght  spo ts  edg ing the  

wi ngs aml the  w�1 sh  o l' b l ue  on  

Tiger Swa l lowtai l jo in s  t hem .  I ts bo ld  

ye l low and b l ack  pallern makes i t  

easy lo identi fy .  Swa l l owtai l s  arc 
l arge but tcrCl i e s  w i t h  w i ngspans  

rang ing between 2 .5  and  5 .5  inches.  

and  w i t h  ta i l - l i k e  p rojec t ions  on 

their h i nclw i ngs .  Six species occu r  

i n  I l l i no i s .  

A s  the  sun l ight covers more veg

cla l ion ,  lhe bu tterfl i e s '  area of ac l iv
i ly broadens .  B u tterfl i es are co ld  
b looded and need the sun l igh t  to warm 

the i r  blood and fl ight musc les .  

Nex t  cornes a G reat Spangled 

Friti l lary . I ts l arge s i ;:e, orange a11d 

brown  w i ngs w i lh a b lack pattern,  

aml  s i lver spols underneath on t he  

h i ndwi ngs rn ake i t  anolher butterfly 
easy lo iclen t i l'y. I t  and lhe Vari cgalcd 

Fri l i l l ary are lhe on l y  l'ri l i l l ar ics i n  

sou thern I l l ino i s ;  three other species 
occur  i n  norlhern I l l i no i s .  

Fri t i l l ar ics arc one of lhe many 

members of lhe l arge d iverse Fam i ly  
N y m ph al idac, or bru s h - Cools .  The 

l'ronl  pa i r  or  legs  on  brush-foo l s  are 

greal ly reclucecl, g iv i ng  them the im
press ion or  h av i n g  on ly  four legs .  

A m a l e  

Zabu lon Skip
p e r  z i p .s i n ,  

l an ds o n  l h e  

m i n l, spreads 
i t. s  h i nd-wi ngs 

o u t 1 · 1  a 1 , a n  d 

ang les  i ts fOl'e-

Meadowlark 



w i ngs .  /\ t  l east t h e  

Zabulon i s  one o l' the 

l'o l dccl -w i  ng sk i  ppcrs 

w i t h a d i s t i n c t i v e  

palle rn .  

A fe male Zabu lon  basks on the  

g ras s .  The male approac hes her from 

beh i nd ,  h i s  w i ngs in a rapi d  fl u t ter as 

he bu mps her. She  Cl utters her w ings  

i n  protest ,  and he !'l ies back to the  

mi nts .  He's  patterned most ly  w i th 

orange and ye l low w i t h  a l i tt le 

bro w n ;  she ' s  most ly b rown w i th 

l ight  spots on the rore w i n g .  

New bi rders f'i nd sparrows 

c o n fu s i n g .  A s  their  ex peri e n c e  

grows they find !'a l l  warblers a 

c h a l lenge and then real l y  com

p 1 ai  n a bo u t  s h o re b i rd s .  T h e y  

shou l d  try sk i ppers.  A few spec ies  

are so s i m i lar  i t  takes m i c roscopic 

exam i natio n  of their gen i tal i a  for 

pos i ti ve ident i f icat i o n .  I clon '  t do that .  

I use the "my fi rst guess i s" ph i l oso

phy .  Al  least a bu tterrl y  spec i men 

can be co l lected and sen t lo an expert 

Cur i den tificati on .  I send m i n e  to .Ti m  

W i k e r, a l'i e l d  assi s t a n t  w i t h  the  

I l l i noi s  S tate Muse u m .  

F ifty- two spec ies  of s k i p pers 

occ u r  in I l l i n o i s .  S k i p pers aren ' t  

true bu t tcrl'I ies: Bul terfl ies and moths 

belong to  the O rder Le p i doptcra.  

B u tterfl i es are then d i v ided i n t·o two 

supc rfarn i l i e s :  the true b u l lcrfl i es 

(Pap i  I i ono idea)  a n d  t h e  s k i ppers 

( Hcspcro idea) . True b u tterfl ies h ave 

narrow bodies, long antennae, ancl 

bri g h tl y  col o red fol I w i ngs.  S kippers 

are stockier and more compact l i ke 

moths ,  with short tri ang u l ar w i n gs 

that arc most often d u l l  colored.  

The sky rem a i n s  c lear, and a 

breeze b l o w s .  A W h i te-breas ted 

Nutha tch g ives "yank" c a l l s  as it  

moves th rough the  woods, and a S u m 

rne r  Tan ager repeats "pit- i -tuk-tuk" 

rrorn perches around cam p .  

A fter a g l ass o f  iced Lea, I wa lk  
the road look i n g  ror more spec ies .  

Old roads 1 ikc th is  one,  w i th t he woods, 

wet spots,  and a roads i de m i x  lure of 
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weeds and n a t i v e  p l ants pro v i d e  some 

o l' the best bullerrly ing (un less the 

county  mows the  roadsides l i ke Liley 

did l wo months ago) .  

There ' s  a pudd l e  party g o i n g  on . 

The mo is ture rrom a rainy day before 

yes terday attracts several  speci e.s o r  

butterfl ies .  N e w l y  e m erged m a l e s  

c o m e  to the road for the  m o i sture 

and l'or sal t s  and m i n erals needed 

ror ma L i ng .  

S i xteen Pearl Crescenls fan the i r  

wi ngs as  they  walk  around and hold 

them c l osed as they s i p .  They ' re 

smal  !er  and h a  vc less  contrast to the ir  

orange and brown pattern than the 

h i n dwi ng,  and a w h i te band w r�1 ps 

part way around the eye s pot on the 

forewing .  B uckeyes m i g rate rrom the 

south and ret u rn  i n  lhe fa l  I .  

The brown and Lan pattern oJ '  lhc 

three Taw ny Emperors m atches the 

color o r  the wet di rt ,  u n t i l  they open 

thei r w i ngs and fl ash the patterned 

ora11ge above. 

A H ackberry Empcrnr lands on 

the edge o r  my sleeveless b louse.  I 

don ' t  feel a t h i n g  as i t  s ips  sweat 

lrorn m y  shou lder. Th is  u p-cl ose 

view shows al l the b l ack spols on 

i ts  bro w n  and cream w i ngs .  

A Q u e s t i o n  Mark w al k s  

aro u nd o n  the road, fann ing  i ts 

wi ngs and si pping.  I ts  brown pat

tern u n derneath and shape give i t  

t he  ap pearance o f  a dead l eaf; 

ra n n i n g  t h e  w i n g s s h o w s  t h e  

bri l l i ant orange with brown mark-

ings on the !me w i n g  and the deep 

brown of lhe h indw i ng .  

c an ' t  see t h e  s i l ver q u est ion 

mark u n de rn eat h on the h i nd w i n g 

S i l v e ry C h e c k e r s p o t .  ---------� 
G Both spec ies l'l y now.  

from here. The Eas tern 

C o rn ma h a s a si I v e r  

comma.  T o  see these 

markings req u i res a co

operative  bu tterfl y .  Of

ten, I use the tail shape 

to differentiate the two: 

The Eastern Tai led

B l ue ' s  l i ght b l u e-gray 

matches the color o r  the 

rocks.  Seven l ' I  i t  about ,  

a l l  ma les .  Males  are  b l u e  

above and t h e  females 

bro w n .  They rub their 

h i nd w i n gs back a n d  

forth ::is they s i t  on the 

ground.  A red area with 

a bl ack spot m akes a 

fa l se  t a rg e t  o n  t h e  

h i ndwing  t o  attrac l a 

p redato r ' s atte n t i o n  

away frnm the aclual  

h ead. T he tai l s  become 

"antennae. "  The movement i ncreases 

the allraction. 

One o f' Lhe fi ve  common buck

eyes l an ds beside me as I sit o n  the 

road, at first fann i n g  i ts  brown wi ngs  

and then  ho I cl i ng them fl at .  An orange 

band connects two eye spots on the 

H 

The Question Mark has 

a longer narrower tai  I 
a n d  t h e  C o m m a  a 

shorter wider one .  

Th e Q u e s t i o n  

Mark, Eastern Comma, 

Mou rn i n g  Cloak,  and 

Goat-weed Lcafw i ng 

al l  overwi nter as adults  

and w i l l  e merge Crom 
h i bernation on w arm, 

s u n n y  w i nter days. T hese spec i es 

se l dom v i s i t  flowers a n d  i n stead 

prefer sap fl ows, rotti n g  fru i t, ani ma l  

droppings ,  a n d  carrion . 

The n i ne Red-S potted Purples 

e i ther  s lowly  fan their black w i ngs or 

hold them c losed. The purp l i sh b l ue 

shines o n  the  u pper h i nd w i ngs when 
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l hcy ' rc open , and orange .-; pols show 

when they ' re c l osed. They resemble  a 

Sp icebush S wal lowtai l ,  on ly  wi lhou l 

lhe tai l s .  

Except ror lhe 

E a s l e rn  Tai  l cd 

b l ues, a l l  lhe p ml

d l i ng spec ies repre

sent di ffcrcn l sub

fami I ics orL11c brush

fooled fami l y .  

A s m a l  I brown  
butterfly fl ies  l ow 

over  the road i n  a 

hopping-sty l e  fl igh l ,  i t s  w i n gs he ld  

more upri gh t ,  bare ly  fl app ing .  S alyrs 

fl y th i s  way ,  l and ing  in a 

sunny  spol .  Through  my K 

b inocul ars l see the s i l ver 

area with b l ac k  spots on  the 

h i ndw ing  that i de n li l'y i l  as 
a· Gemmed Satyr. Satyrs 

have n umerous eye spots 

and arc shades of brown .  
S i x  spec ies 1· 1y i n  southern I l l i no i s .  

Then  w hen  J l h i nk  I ' ve seen a l 

most al I t here i s  lo see, an A merican 

Snou l  !"l ies  al my approach and l ands 

on the  e ncl or  a dead bra nch i n  an oak 

tree. It ' s  e longaled pa lp i  g ive  i t  t he  

i mpress ion or  hav ing  a snout .  l l , lhe 

Hackbe rry Emperor, a 11 cl Tawny  

Emperor a l l  use h ackberry lrces as 

host  p lan t .  

l return lo camp and di scover a 
! a le-bloomi n g  bu lterf 'l y -weed now i 11 

the sun . A Monarch n ectars on t he  

orange flowers. The Monarch i s  our 

o n l y  member oC  the Dana inac sub

fam i l y  o r  bru sh - foots.  Tl fl ies .  

Nex l ,  l head ror the bartTll S .  The 

r·i rsl V i rg in ia  l cspedeza lo have any 

flowers, attracts lhe 0 1 1  l y  Gray Hair

s l reak around .  Borderi ng bl ack and 

w h i le 1 i nes pattern bolh w i ngs,  and 

i ls red area has two b lac k  spots .  H a i r

slreaks arc smal l  rast - rl y i ng  bul lcr

fl i cs w i t h  t i ny ta i l s  on the h i n cl w i ng. 

13 1 ucs, hai rsLreaks, and coppers 

make up lhe Fam i l y  T ,ycaen idae .  To 

ri m! any coppers, I ' d  have lo v i s i t  a 

s i l c  where dcicl\ g rn w�; ,  

N ol much  b looms  i n  t he  barrens 

now lo a llracl bu lterl 'l ies .  Later l h i s  

mon th  more V i rgi n i a  l cspcdcza, b ush 

c l overs ,  l i ck  l rc

J'o i l s ,  t ickseed sun -
1· 1owers, and gold

enrods wi  1 1  b loom.  

c a m p  

l u n c h .  

re tu rn l o  

a n d  e a t  

W a r m -

weat he r  c u m u l u s 

c louds begin bu i ld

ing and occas ion

al l y  bl ock the sun .  

The  h u mid i ty level  

r i  .<.;es w i t h  the temperature. 

A Cabbage White l ands 
on a selfheal and nectars on 

i t s  remai n i ng  t hree flowers.  

The butterfl y  is a l l  w h i le 

exccpl for t he  pale ye l low 

u n der on the h i ndwi ng .  A 

b lac k  spol and gray corner 

occu r  on lhe r·orew ings .  

A gree11 i s h 

y e  l l o w  C l o u d

less S u l p h ur fl ies  

through camp and 

l ands briefly o n  a 

partridge pea, one 

of i ls host p lan ls .  

Th i s  i s  a J'cmalc:  

she has a spot on 

both w i ngs;  males 

are sol id ye l low .  

Su lph u rs and 

wh i les belong lo 

lhe Pi eridae fam

i l y ,  w h i c h  a l s o  i nc l udes Orange 
Ti p."> .  They'  re  mos  t i  y ye !  I ow, orange, 

or  w h i te w i t h  bl ack 

m a r k i n g s .  S e v e r a l  

species of  su lph u r  fl y 

i n  sou l hern I l l i no i s .  

Orange a n d  C l ouded 

Su l phur s  arc our mo.st  

commo11 ones .  Orange 

Su lphurs have va 1·y i n g  

shades or  orange o n  up

A H o ary Edge ,  0 11 e  o r  t h e  

spread-wi nged �k i ppers, c i rc les t he  

fl owcrhcad on  a se l  1'11 eal ; 1 s  i t  i s  

s i ps from the  v io l et and w h ite ! " low

e rs .  l l  holds its wi ngs al an angle ,  

show ing  the runy-eclged whi te  area 

underneath on the h i nd w i ng and t lH; 

dark ye!  low band on t he  f'orewi 1 1g .  

I t  darts up am! chase.-; a Sp icebush 

Swa l l owtai l .  

Several spec ies o l"sprcad- winged 

ski ppers occm i 11 Sou lhcrn I l l i no i s .  
As  the name suggests, spread-wi  1 1gcd 

ho ld  the ir  wi ngs ou l  l'lal w hen perched. 

Butterfly Counts 

M y  i nlcresl i n  butterfl ies i n vo lves  

more t han  wal k ing arou nd ta l l y i ng 

t h e m .  A c l i v i t i c s  assoc i a led w i t h  , 
b i rd ing a lso app l y  lo butter f'ly i ng :  

I keep  a l i fe l i s t ,  s i le l i sts ,  yard ! i s l ,  
and an I l l i no i s  year ! i s l .  My l i s l  ror 

h ere i nc l u des 64 spec ies and 47 i 11 

my yard. ll shocks people when I 

tel l lhem I can 

. r  saw 75 spec ies 

l a.s t su mmer i n  

southern l l l i no i s .  

The  I l l i no i s  
c h ec k l i s t i n 

c l udes 1 29 spe

c i e s .  a n d  7 1 7  

.spec ie .s occur 011 

lhe Norlh Amei-i

c a n , n or t h o r  

Mex ico ! i s l .  As 

wi th  b i rds,  some 

occur in spec i J' ic 

habitats a11d o lhers in a vari ely . The 

best way lo l ocale a cerla i  n species ,  i s  
lo look i n  lhe v i c i n i ty 

or i t s  caterpi l lar  ho.s t 

plan t .  

p e r  w i n g  s u r race s .  L �����������---' 

1·c c ord [" l i g h t  
dates every year 0 11 

charts o r· grnph paper: 

this shows me whl: 1 1  
the species 1· 1y dur ing  

t he  season and how 

many broods occur. l 11 

sou lhcrn l l l i no i .-; bu l · C l o uded are ye l l o w  

above.  lcr J'l i e s  l " l y  rro m M arch t h rnug l 1  

Octobc 1·. cle 11Gnc l  i 1 1 g  Oil t he  weal IH;r. 
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Lasl summer T made a calendar 

tha t  shows I 0 months on  one page, 

and made copies or  i l .  Then, as I sec a 

species, I wr i te i t s  name a lo 11 g  lhe top 
and record the s i le, n um ber seen ,  and 

sex i i' I can lc l l i l .  This 

s hows popu la t ion  n u m

bers ancl sex rat ios .  

J I' t h a t w e ren ' t  
enough ,  I note l'eed i ng 

and bas k i ng pos i t i o n s ,  
nectar ing  records, behav

iors ,  egg- l ay i n g  t i mes ,  

and caterpi l i ar hos l  p lan  l s .  

Then I en ter  the data i n  lo  

a computer da la  base. 

The N at ional Audu-

bon Soc ie ty sponsors the 
Chr is tmas Bi rel Counts :  

L he  N o r t h  A m er i c a n  

B u l l e r l' l y A s s oc i a t i o n  

spon sors t h e  Four th  o r  

Ju l y  B ut terfl y Cou n t s .  

The count  area covers a 

1 5 -mi le-di arneter c i rc l e ,  

p 

and Lhe ru les are bas ica l ly  lhe same 

for both. 

S i x  counts took p lace in I l l i no i s  

in  l lJ %  ( Beard.stown .  LaSal l e  Cou11 Ly,  

M c Donough County,  McGraw W i ld

l i fe Poundati on,  Nort h Park V i l l age 

and S hawnee Hi ! I s ) .  I' 111 lhc co 111pi !er  

A .  S picebu sh S wal l owlai l  

B .  G rcal Spang led Fri l i l l ary 

C. Zabu lon  S k i pper 

D. Pearl Crescent 

R. Eastern Tai l ed B l ue 

F. B uckeye 

G. Tawny Em peror 

1-1 .  1-l ac khe1Ty Empcrnr 

I .  Ques t ion M ark 

J .  R eel-spotted Purp le 

K .  Cle1 11 111ed Satyr 

VoL 8, N o. 1 

f'or the  S hawnee Hi l l s  Cou n l. Our 

h i ghest tal l y  was 42 spec ies i n  J l)l)7, 

am! lhe l owest  was 26 in J l)l)2. 

Identifying Butterflies 

ff you want to get 
N even more i nvol ved w i Lh 

but terfl i es ,  there ' s  a l 

ways 1-ear i n g  ca terp i l 

l ars a n d  watc h i ng 

lhe adu l ts emerge O 

( wh i ch  I 11 n d  frus-

lrali ng  because more 

Li mes Lhan no l ,  a 

p aras i t i c  w a s p  

emerges i n s tead) .  

Fm ident ify ing  cat

erpi l l ars, I recom

mend "A Go lcl en  

Gu ide lo  B ul ler /'I ies 

ancl M oths ."  

B u l l c r rl y i n g  

requ i res bas i ca l l y  

the same eq u i pmen t as 

b i rd i n g :  b i nocu l a rs ,  

fi eld guide, and notebook . I u s e  my 
b i rd i n g  b inoc u l ars for b u tterfl i e s ;  

some peop le  use c lose-focu s  b i nocu

l ars. T carry the  "Audubon Society 

Fie ld Gu i de lo North American B ut

terfl ies" wi th me in the fie l d .  'The 

B ut lerfl i e s  and Moths of M i ssour i "  

( pub l i shed by the  Missouri Depart-

L. S 11ou l  

M .  Monarch 

N .  Cabbage W h i le 

0. Cloud less S u l ph ur 

P. Hoary Edge 

men l of  Conserval ion ) s lays c lose by 

in Lhe car .  

The di sadvan tage lo lhe  Audubon 

Ci e ld  guide i s  Lhal  i t  has hul lcrfl ics o l' 

t he  who le  Uni ted S lales;  the M i ssour i  

book has on ly  species recorded i n  

M i ssour i .  " B u ller l"I ies ofl nd i ana" h �1 s  

the  bcs l  p l a les /'or ic le 11 L i /'i ca l i o 11 s , 

show i n g  several  spcci mens or each 

spec ies .  I L ' s  al so l i m i ted to I nd iana  

spec ies and g i ves a di stri but ion map 

for each .  I figure bas i ca l l y  w hal oc

curs in M i ssouri and I nd iana, occur .s 

i n  I l l i no i s .  "Butterfl ies  East of Lhe 

Great P l a i n s' "  by Pau l Op I er and "The 

Butte rfl i es of N or th  America" by 

James Scotl offer more techn i cal i n

formal ion .  

Obv ious ly  I don '  l comp I ai n  about  

bu l ler l'J ies  any m ore. I star! 111y morn

i ng.s with lhe b i rds and sw i tch  to bul

ler l'l ics .  The progress ion seem l i k e  a 

nat ural one /'or any b i rder. 

-- f<oth v Phe/jJ.\' 
1 385 Highwuy 1 45 S. 

Hurris/){ frg,  IL 
62 946 
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A V I A N  S T U D I E S  I N  I L L I N O I S  

Breeding Birds of Chauncey Marsh Natural Area, 
Lawrence County 

b y  Jeffery W. Walk & Eri c L. Kersl1ner 
Department of Natural Resou rces & Envi ronmental Sciences 
U n i versi ty of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

C hau n cey M arsh is an oxbow 

marsh of the Ern barras R i ver in nor th

ern Lawrence County .  The 920-aere 

n atu ral area al so contains bol!ornland 

forest, shrub-swamp, and [lrairie C0111-

111 U ll i l ies .  To gu i de managers restor

i ng po rt i ons  or the n atural area, we 

conduc ted a breed i ng b i rd s u rvey o r· 

the s i te i n  the s u m mer of 1 998 for lhe 

I l l i n o i s  W i ld l i fe Preservat ion Fund.  

Methods. We establ i shed seven 

t ransects t h rough foresl (4 trnnsec l s ) , 

p ra i r i e ( l  t ra n se c t ) ,  a n d  m arsh/  

shrub-swamp hab i tats ( 2  tram;ects )  lo 

survey hreecli ng b i rds .  Occasilrnal ly .  

we a l so made area searches i n  lo parts 

o r  lhe natu ral area not wel I -covered 

by transect samp l i ng .  S i nce the pur

pose of  the su rvey was to doc u ment 

a l l  breed i ng h i re! species. rather than 

q uan t i fy densi t ies ,  a l l  b i rd observa

t ions  were recorded, regard l ess o r  

d i s tance from transects. Transects 

were 500-700 111  i n l ength and sur

veyed from sun ri se lo I 000 h 0 11 3-4 
dales each from 23  Apri I to 24 June 

1 99 8 .  We defined breed i ng spec ies 

based on nests l oca ted , fledgl i ngs 

observed or heard begg in g , observed 

copu l ation , observed nest b u i l d i ng, 

and  when pairs were observed r·or 

3 weeks or l onger and the species  

i s  known to regular ly breed in  lhe 

reg i on .  

A s  an i ndex o f  abundance , we 

have ranked spec i es based on  per

cen t or observat ions  w i t h i n  marsh/ 

sh rub··s wamp, l'orcs l ,  and p ra i r i e/ 
l'ores l ed ge habi LaL.s ( Tahle. I ) . S pe

c ies heard i n  one hah i l a l hut o b v i � 

ou s ly  located i n  another were no l  i n 

c l uded ( e.g . ,  P i l ealecl Woodpeckers 
heard from pra i ri e  restorat ions ,  b u l  

localed i 11 t h e  fores t ) .  

Results. We l ocated 64 spec ies  

dur i ng o u r  surveys, at  leas l  54 of 

which  were breed i ng w i th i n t he  natu

ral area d u r i ng lhe s u rv ey peri od 

Table 1. Re la t i ve abund ances of breed ing  b i rds ( %  o l " observa t ions ) 
w i t h i n  d i fferen t  hab i tats al Chauncey Marsh Nat ural A rea, 1 998 .  Up to 

20 of lhe m ost common species w i l h i n  a habi la l  are i nc l u clecl . 

Mu rsh/Sh ruh - S 1 1 ·u1111' 

Red - w i nged B l ac kb i rd (34 )  
Common Ye l lowth roat ( I  I )  
Song Sparrnw (6)  
Y e l l o w  W a rb l er ( 5 )  
Wood D u c k  (3 ) 
S pol led Sandp i per (<2 ) 

Common C rac k l e  ( 1 6 ) 
I nd igo B un t i ng ( 1 0) 
H ou 'e W ren ( 5 )  
W i l l ow Fl ycalc her ( 4 )  
C reen Heron (<2 ) 
Carolin a  Wre11 (<2 ) 

Pruiridf'ore.1·t Ed�c 

I nd i go B u 1 1 t i 1 1g ( 1 4 )  
Mourn i n g  Dove (7 )  
A mer ican Golcl l'i nch (7 )  
Red -w i n ged B l ac k b i rd ( 6 )  
D i ckcisse l  ( 5 )  
Norl hern F l i cker ( 3 )  
B a l t i more Or io le  ( 3 )  
Red-headed Woodpec ker  ( 2 )  
N orl hern Bobwh i te ( < 2 )  
Brow n- heacled Cowbird ( < 2 )  

C o m m o n  Y e l l o w l h ro a l  ( I  0 )  
Common Crack le  ( 7 )  

A mer i c an Rob in  (6)  
Eas tern Towhee ( 5 )  
Srn1g S parrow ( 4 )  
I-louse W ren ( 3 ) 
Northern Card i na l ( 3 )  
Dow11y Wooclpecke 1- ( 2 )  
C rass h opper Sparrow ( <2)  
Fie l d S parro w (<2 ) 

Boll/l/1 1 /1111d f'orC,\'I 

Tufted Titmouse ( I  8 )  
C reat Crested Fl ycatc he1- ( 8 )  
Reel-be I I ied Woodpecker ( 7 )  

I-louse Wren ( 6 )  
Eas lern Wood-Pewee ( 4 )  
Caro l i n a  Ch i ckadee (4) 
American C row (4) 
Yel low-bi l l ed Cuckoo (3 ) 
Red- -; lmu ldered Hawk (2)  
N orthern Pani l a  ( <2 )  

D o w n y  W oodpecker (9) 
Eas tern Towhee ( 8 )  
Whi le- breasted N u t hatch ( 6) 
Red-heaclecl Woodpecker ( 5 )  
B l ue . lay (4) 
Red-eyecl V i reo (4) 
N orthern rl i cker ( 3 )  
Pro thono lary Warbler (2) 
Yellow-throated Vireo ( 2 )  

Ceru lean W a 1-blc1- (<2 ) 
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(T�1b lc  2 ) .  The most  e x c i t i n g  J'i ml 

was a pai r o l' s ta te- threatened Rcd

shou l d c rc d  Hawks  and t h e i r  !'o u r  

flcclgl i ngs .  W e  unexpected ly  found 

two p�1 i rs o l' Ceru lean Warb lers and 

Observed cop u l at ion  D i' DnC pai r i n  

m i d- M ay .  Pa i rs o r  B l ack-b i l l ed  

Cuckoos and V e .sper Sparrows ob

served in rni d-.l unc  wc1T s o u t h  of' 
thei r t yp ical  brcedi n g  rnnge. 

The l 'ures l ha bi  t a t was dom i n alcd 

by cavi ty-nest i n g  spec i es .  Dow n y .  

Red-be l l i e d ,  and Red-headed Wood

p e c ke rs ,  W h i te- breasted N u t h atches,  

H ouse Wrens, Tu fted Ti t m i ce ,  and 

G real C re .'i led F l  yea Le h e rs w e r e  

among  the  mos t  rreq uen t ly  observed 

spec ies .  Pro thonolary Warbl ers we n.: 

/ 'o u n d  where t rees and s tand i n g  waler 

were c lose together. Ye l low-b i l led 

C u c k o o s .  A m e r i c a n  C ro w s ,  a n d  

Red-eyed a n d  Y c l  low-throated V i reos 

were a lso common.  S ubcanopy b i rds 

were u ncon1mo11 (0 11 l y  East ern To

w h ees were reg u l ar l y  encoun tered ) 

and gro u nd-nest i ng  b i 1·ds ,  such as 

Oven b i rds .  were absen t .  There arc 

/'cw sub-canopy shrubs,  aml poison 

i vy i s  nearly the on l y  ground  layer 

vegL' l a l i o n  in the l'oresl .  S a t u rated 

so i l s  1 i ke l y  di scourage ground-nest i ng 

s pec i es as w e l l .  

The nwrsh and shrub-swamp area 

was domi nated by Reel-wi nged B l ack-

Table 2. B i rcl.s o l' Chau 11cey M arsh Natu ra l  A rea, Apri l - Ju 11e 1 998 .  
A n  ' '  denotes species known to breed 1 1 · i1h i11 t he  na tura l  area .  

G reat B l ue H e ro n  

·:· wood D u c k  
Tui-kcy V u l 1 u 1·c 
: •Red-shoul dere d  l-1 ' 1 w k  
:• K i l l deer 
•:•Mou rn i 11g Dove 
8 l ack-b i l lcd  C u c k oo 
o :<Ji �11Ted Owl  
•:• Nmthern Fl i c ker 
•:• Red-headed W oodpecker 
•:• Downy Woo d pecker 
•:•Eastern K i ng b i rd 
:• w i l l ow Flycatcher 
·:· H orned I .ark 
•:• B l u e  Jay 
: ·carn l i n a  Chi c k<ldee 
:'W h i te- breasted N u lhalch 
•:•Caro l i n a  W re1 1  
•:• 8 rnw11 Thra.sher 
Wood Thru.sh 
Cedar Wax w i ng 
•:• R ed-eyed V i reo 
•:• Y c l  low-throated V i reo 
•:• N orthern Pani l a  

q'rolhonotary Warb ler  
I •  Red -wi 1 1ged B l ackb i  1·d 
' B a l l i 11 1 me Ori o l e  

( ".' ) H rnw11-hL'.adecl Cuwbird 
I nd i go 8 u nt i n g  

:· �astern Towhee 
V c.s pe1· Spa 1To w 
: •song S pa1To1v 
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•:•Green Heron 
H ooded M erga nser 
Red- l a i l e d  hawk 
•:• N orthern B ob w h i t e  
' ' S potted San dp i pe1· 
•:• Y e l l o w - b i l l e d  Cuckoo 
G reat H orned O w l  
•:• R u by - l h roated H u 1 11 1 1 1 i n g b i rd 
' ' Red-be I I ied W oodpecker 
•:'l-l a i 1·y Woodpecker 
''' P i  leated W oo d pecker 
•:•Great Crested Fl ycatcher 
''' Eastern Wood - Pewee 
B arn S wal l o w  

•:• A mc 1· ic �1 n  Crow 
• :Tufted T i t mouse 
' ' House Wre 11 
'Cray Catb i rd 

':' A merican Rob i 11 
•:• 8 l ue-Gray G n atcatcher 
: ·w h i te-eyed V i 1·eo 
•:• war b l i ng V i reo 
•:• Y e l l o w  Warbler  
•:• ceru lean Warb l er 
•: co111 111011 Y e l l o w t h rna t  
•: •Orclrnrd Or io le  
•:• co111 n1011 ( ) ra c k l e  
''' N orthern Ca1·di nal  

D i  c kc i sse I 
* G rasshop1Kr S pa1TmN 
+ Fi e l d  S p arrow 
•:• A rncrican G n l d l'i 1 1ch  

bi rds . Corn rnon Yel l ow-throats. Co111-

1 11on G rnc k l es ,  and I nd igo B u n t i ngs  

were abundant  in  the rnarsh,  respond

i ng to t he  extens i v e  i n vas ion ol "  w i l 

l o w s  i n to t h e  b u l rushes.  M ore ty 11 i ca l  

rn arsh/s hru h-swam p species i nc l  udcd 

G reCll H ern1 1s ,  Wood D u c k .s ,  S potted 

Sandpipers ,  W i l low F l ycatchers, and 

Yel low W a 1·b l ers. Least 1:3 i l te m s ,  

Ye l l ow-crowned Ni ght- Herons ,  and 

Co 111 n 1 o n  M oorhe n s  w e re no t  re

corded, b u t  have been localed w i t h i n  

s i m i l ar  habi tats  i n  Lawrence Cou n t y .  

T h e  m o s t  co1 1 1 1 1 1on b i rds or t h e  

open habi ta t  were those adapted t o  

Fo r e s t- p r a i r i e  e c o t o n e s ,  s u c h  as  

M o u rn i n g  D o v e s ,  C o 111 111 o n  Y e l 

l ow l h roats .  I n d i go B un t i n gs ,  and  

A merican Go ld fi 11 che.s .  M ore typi cal 

g ra s s l a n d  s p e c i e s  i 11 c l u d e d  R ccl

w i n g e d  B l a c k b i rd s .  D i c k c i s se l s .  

G rasshopper. and F ie ld  and V esper 

S parrow s . 

Co11clusio11s. C h a u n cey M <irsh 

N atu ral A rea hosts a good d i vers i ty 

or breed ing h i rcl s .  The bollOlll l and 

l'ores ls  arc s ign ifi can t  1 ·or s u pp o n i n g  

breed i 11 g  Ceru lean  Warb l er .s a n d  

Red-S hou l dered Hawks .  However. 

ob.served d i vers i ty w i t h i n  the marsh 

habi tat  was low. Rei n t roduct ion 0 1· 

period i c  b u rn i ng and t he abi l i t y  to  

restore n atural hyclrologic pal terns t o  

t h e  marsh wou ld  great l y  i m prove t h i s  

h '1b i t a t .  M o n i tori ng L h e  forest and 

marsh wi I I  be i m portant Lo documen t  

cont i n ued breed ing  o l' Red-shou I d e  reel 

Hawks and Lo detect  any th reatened 

or endangered spec ies that may beg i n  

u t i l i z i ng  t h e  marsh a s  re .s to ra t i on 

efforts con t i n ue .  
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Favorite Birds of Illinois 

Todd Di I ley has 1 1 1oved r·rom 

I l l i no i s  Lo Co lorado. he no l onger can 

exper ience the a l most -da i l y  thr i l l  o r  
see i n g  h i s  ravorile I l l i no i s  b i 1·d. ! L ' s  

not a rnrc b i  rd, e i  Lher.  I n  rac t ,  i L ' s  

I l l i no i s '  s ta le  b i rd .  one o r  L h e  most 

com mon and i ndeed, beauliful b i rds 

here. t he N orLhern Cardi nal . 

" I  m i ss Lhem," said Todd. " [ am 

i n  card i n al w i thdrawa l . "  He s a i d. 

" though card i na l s  a1·e bei n g  seen more 

often i n  Co lorado." 

Todd· s response Lo. "Whal· s your  

favori t e  l l l i 11 0 i s  b i rd ' 1" a ques l i on I 

posed on IBET, the I l l i no i s  bi 1·di 11g  

l i s tscrv.  shows th< t t  i t ' s  not  1 1ccessar

i l y  the rare b i rd or the Ci rsl stale record 

Lhal makes i l lo the lop or a bi rd er· s 

l i st o r  be::st- lovcd av ian  spec ies .  

A person ' s  r·a vor i te b i rd has 1 1 1ore 

to do w i l h  how the species  fl ies or 

nests, how the spec ies can bri ng cheer 

Lo a d i sma l  day. or how seei n g  a 

parti cular b i rd can rem ind  you of a 

spec i al person . For t h ose who t h i n k  

b ird i n g  i s  pure sc ience.  t h i s  arti c le  

w i l l  not su pport t hat v iew.  I ns tead, i L  

shows Lhal b i rd i ng can b e  s p i  r i  L ua  I 

and can  even renew one ·  s hope.  

" M y  rav o r i l e  is  t h e  B ro w n  

Creeper . "  s a i d  D ay W at e rm a n . 
"Th e re ' s s o m e t h i n g  a bo u t  i l .s 

reed i n g  b e h a v i or .  s i ze .  re l a t i v e  

scarc i t y ,  and nest i ng strategy that 

makes i t u n i que and lovable ." 

In  facl, Day admi ts lo hav ing 

k i  I led severa l trees in  her  bac kyard 

try i ng t o  aL t 1·ael c reepe 1·s . who l'easl 

on i n sects w i t h i n  the bark . "I may Lry 

art i fi c i a l  bark nex t  to attract them,"  

sa i d  D ay . Obv i ous ly Day i s  obsc.<;scd 

w i lh R rown Crccpc 1·s . 

Larai 1 1c Wright  or Carbonda le 

saitl her r·avori Le  a l l - l i me N orlh A n1c1· i -

can b i rd is Lhc B lack S k i m mer ( a  b i rd 

Lhat 1 1 1 adc i ls r·i rsl I l l i no i s  appearance 

t h i s  ra i l . ) H er 1·avori lc I l l i no i s  b i 1·d i s  

Lhc Amer i can W h i te Pel ican.  

She l i kes these two spec ies be

cause "both stay in f locks, arc m ag

n i ficent fl y i ng Loge ther and set t I i  ng i n  

Logethcr,  arc dramatic ,  easy l o  see 

( when prc.scn l 1 ) . and non-frene t i c . " 

"That little flash of 
blue and orange will 
forever bring me a 
special feeling of 
warmth and hope."  

. . .  11/Jo 1 1 /  1111 Ens/cm Tl/ 1 1c/iird 

A l'ew peop le hemmed and hawed 

and mcnl ioncd several b i rds, before 

se l t l  i ng  on an answer. for examp le . 

Donal d Dann fi nal ly gave up a 1 1d made 

it a Lie bclwccn thc 111a l c  Wood Duck 

and the Red-headed Woodpecker as 

b reeders and B l ackburn i an Warbler 

for migran ts .  Donald probabl y  needed 

I ( ) cl i  ITcrcn t calcgor i cs so he cou Id gel 

all h is favor i te  b irds ment ioned. 

Robert Chapel of Champaign  

a l so had a d iffi c u l t  t i m e  dec id i ng .  

I-le h as a favori lc I l l i no i s  b i rd - the  

N orL hern Saw-whet  Owl . A 11yonc 

who knows Rob k nows h i .s sk i l l  i n  

fi n d i ng the saw-whe ts  a t  Al l erton 

Park duri ng w i n ters .  I would h ave  

thought h e ' d  say  Ye l low Rai l .  

B u t  Bob was next mus i n g  about 

h ow he  h ad a ravori le  i nd i v i dua l  

J l l i nos b i rd .  the Rock Wren he  .saw 

one f'al l a t  Montrose H arbor i n  Ch i 

cago. " [( had been found  Lhc day be-

by S hery l De Yore 

fore O il rocks j u s t  cast or t h e  M ag ic  

Hedge , and t hat was whc 1·e i t  was 
when I ri rs t  saw i t .  However. o ther  

11eo p l e  w e re c o m i n g l a t e r  Cro m 

downs tate on l y i f  i t  was sti l l  around . 

As it h appened, I got b l ocked i n  by a 

I OK race, so cou l cl n ' t l ca vc Montrose.  

So I dec i ded lo  keep tabs on  the  Rock 

Wren .  A lkr a wh i l e ,  the b i  rel moved 
lo t he  moulh or ·  the ha rbor. Al Lhat  

poi n l. too,  the h arbor mou th  was a 

L u rnaround  for the I OK race.  So.  the 

wren and I sat  down toge ther  lo watch 

t he  run ners. The wren boun ced u p  

and down as each runner ran by and 

occas iona l l y  burst i nto song." 

Tadas B i ru l i s  knew h is  ; 1 n .swcr 

immed i a t e ly . "Th i s  one i s  easj1 ," he 

sa id .  " B l ac k-capped C h ickadee i n  I l 

l i no i s .  T h e  bc.sl clcscripl ion or ·  th i s 

guy i s  rn1 a p l acard al the L i tt l e  Red 

Schoo l house Nalurc Center. I t  reads 

some t h i ng  l i ke t h i s :  This  busy b i t  o r  

fl uff i s  a ch ecrru l ambassador or  the  

wood lands .  How t rue  1 Any l i me o l' 

t he  year he looks marve lous  and i s  

al  ways t h ere to gree t t "  

Forgi ve  Tacla.s for referr i 11g  Lo  

the chickadee a s  a "he," and ca l l i ng 

"h im" a "cheerfu l am bassador," bu t  

w he n  peop l e sta rt ta l k i n g  abo u t  

the i r favor i te birds, t hey can ' t  he lp  

anthropomorph i zi n g  a bi t .  

Consider Ju l i e  St ie lstrn · s descri p

t i o n  of her fav ori te I l l i nois bird. Lhc 
B l ack-crowned N i ght-Heron . " I  had 

al ways been fon d  of Lhcsc grumpy old 

men in t uxedos." she said. "One day. 

after watch i n g  some i m m ature Green 

1-lcrnns for a few m i n utes, I L urnccl 

and real iLed a b l ac k-crown was .s i l 

t i ng i n  a Lree abo u l  s ix  fee l  away from 

me. qu i e t l y  watch i ng me. I mcl  h i s  

gal'.e, and w e j  u s l  l ooked a l  each olhe::r . 

Meadowlark 



Then h e  scralchcd h i s  head w i  lh l hose 

com ical ye l low toes, and cont in ued 

l ook i n g  m i ldl y  a l  me w i l h  h i s  ha i r  al l 

askew.  He was l i ke some rumpled 

old avu ncu lar  family  rrieml, and J jusl 
Id I in love with h im .  And told h i 111 so." 

J u l i c ,  w h o  I i  v e s  i n  L y o n s ,  

wondered, however ,  i 1· s h e  cou ld  

change her m i n d  and  say he r  favori te 

a l l -t ime b i rd is the P i lealed Wood

pecker. "Do I have  to have rea l l y  seen 

one for i i  lo count ,"  asked Ju l ie ,  who 

is s l i l l  look i ng for that b i rd lo add lo 

her l i fe ! is l .  S ure . Why nol ') A b i rder ' s  

preroga t i ve i s  l o  change  her  m ind  

regard i n g  her  favor i te b ird . 

S h e ' s  i n  good company because 
Cra ig  Thayer of Cook County has 

also c la i 111ed the P i lealed Woodpecker 

as h is favori te a l l - t i me b i rd .  

No m aller h o w  many l i mes some 

b i rders are asked, they w i l l  al ways 

name lhc  same favori te avian spec i es 

bccau :'e see i ng that b i rd i ns l i  I ls ch i ld 

ho �Jd memories.  

He was like some 
rumpled old 
avuncular family 
friend, and I just fell 
in love with him. 
And told him so. " 
. . .  11/)() 1 1 /  11 R/11ck-cro11111cd Nig/J/-Hcro11 

Bernie  W i l ls h i re 0 1· H eywort h  

near B loomington chose B a rn  S wal

low because "I grew u p  w i lh a very 

hea l t hy  pop u l a t i o 11 i n  m y  grand

father' s barn. These b irds  arc so grace

fu l in fl igh t 1 l also saw lhc 111 on many 

occas ions  real l y  mak ing  l i l'e d i lTicul l 

for lhe  s lrny cats. wh i ch  we 1-c a lso 

p len t i ru l  arnund lhc barn.  Alas.  lhe 

b<i rn has s i nce succu mbed Lo a very 

w i ndy n i gh t .  so lhe  popu lat ion 1·ea l l y  

Look a nosed i ve after t h a t .  B u l  they 

w i l l  a lways be my favor i l c 1 "  

Vol . 8 ,  N o .  1 

The barn is gone. bul  B arn Swal 

lows sti l l  fl y 1  Do t hese two racts re

flect the permanence and t rans ient  

as pee ls  or  1 i l'c ') 
Karen Land or B atav ia .  grew up 

i n  Algon q u i n  in l hc  1 950s at a l i me 

when the c i ty  was s t i l l  cons idered 

ru ral . "The firsl b i rd I was aware or 

and would lrack and watch seasonal l y  

was t he G rcal B l ue Hern11 ,"  Karen 

recal led .  "We had several t hat fished 

i 11 the ponds and creek near my home." 

The he rons kepl  " lhe lhen 6-year-old, 

me, e nterl a i ncd for years. I even had 

names for them but had no way to tel I 

t hem apart. I wou ld jus t  name them i n  

l h e  order I saw them each clay . "  

L i nda Macunov i ch of Wes lmont 

cons iders the Bald Eag l e  her  1·a vor i  le 

I l l i no i s  b i rd .  "My husband and I have 

gone on an eag l e  trip lo Lhc M i ss i s 

s i pp i  e very w i n lcr for t he pas t  four  

years and lhcy keep draw ing  us  back. 

The rnajcsly and mys t i que  su rrou nd

ing lhem doesn ' t  d i m in i sh ." 

Two b i rders shared pain  1\i l s to

r ies about losing someone they Jove .  

and ri nd ing  a way lo remember them 

through  lhe  b irds lhey l ove .  

· ·A de<1 1· h·i end of m i ne pas.scd 

away from cancer i 11 the spr ing or 

1 997 ,"  said Peter Weber. "We had 

worked together and enjoyed each 

o thers'  company for about twel ve 

years .  The 111 o rn i 11 g  he succum bed lo 

lhc i n s id ious  d i sease, I had my fi rsl 

Ea.s tern B l ueb i rd v i s i l  my yard. "  

"Desp i te m y  e fforts l o  att rac t 

Eastern B l ueb i rds lo m y  n es l  boxes 

ror almost t h ree y ears. I had been 

clc 11 icd lhc beauty o ffl ash i ng  b lue  and 

orange .  The sad day lha l  fal pa.ssed 

away was s u n ny .  brigh t ,  and beaut i 

rul ,  made even more so by t he appear

ance of both a male  and a Cemale 

b l ue b i rd .  They were only around 1·or 

abou l an hour t hat day . and d i d n ' t  

reappear un t i l  l he  spri n g  o r  1 998  

( w hen  t hey  s ucces s fu l l y  ra i sed a 
l'am i l y  i 11 my Peterson Box ) ."  

'T d al ways  enjoyed lhe Eastern 

B l  ucb i rd '  s beauty. Un t i  I th i s day,  how

e ver. l wasn ' l su re wh ich b i rd was my 

favor i te .  That l i lt l e  l'lash of b l ue and 

ora11gc w i l  I forever br ing 1ne a spec ia l  

Cee l i n g  of  warmth am! hope." 

"My father died of 
Lou Gehrig's disease 
. . .  and when I see the 
night-hawks in the 
fall, I picture his 
spirit flying 
overhead and 
imagine that he's 
watching over me. "  

. . .  nbo 1 1 /  ! he Co11u11011  Nig'7! hmuk 

The same is true ror an I l l i no i s  

b i rder n amed Mary Al ice when  she  

sees lhe  Common  N i gh thawk.  "My 

fat her laughl  me how to b i rd.  and t h i s  

was t h e  i'i rsl non-co mmon b i  rd l h a l  he 

taugh l me how lo identi fy .  Every l ime 

J sec lhem. I can ' l he !  p bu l  l h  i nk of 

h i m .  He  cl iccl or  Lou Gehr i g ' s  d i sease 

seven years ago and whe 11 I .see the 

n igh thawks again in  lhe fal l .  I pic ture 

h i s  spir i t rl y i n g  overhead and i magi ne 

lha l  he ' s  watc h i ng over me ."  

Mary A l ice·  s short po ignant  .s tory 

remi n ds us lha l  a l though b i rd i ng ccrn 

he scien tific, competi t i ve .  frustra t i ng .  

reward i ng. and cha !  lengi 11g ;  i t  can a lso 

be a way for us to cope w i th loss  and 

rejo ice i n  l i v i 11g. 

Shc1yl De Vore. 

<J6 7 !Jrul'imm Roud, 

Mundelein, IL (j()(}()(} 



Field 

Notes 

Dickcissc/ dru1 vi11g h\' Mic/we/ Retter, 

The 1998 Breeding Season Report 

The b reed ing  season wa.s ex l reme ly  wet. A t  t i mes.  
persons do i 11g spec i fi c fi e l d  s u 1·vcys,  espec i a l l y in .l u ne,  wnc 
u n ab l e  to comp lete the i r work because o r  extens ive  ra i 11 .  
Howcvn. the  season t u rned o u t  lo b e  cxcel lcnl  f'or n est i ng 
cornmra n ls .  hernn .s, eagles.  moo1·hens. ernne.-;, J-len .-; J o w ' s 
S pa 1To w s , Y c I l ow - headed B la c k b i rds .  and scvc 1·a J  o ther  
spee ie .s .  

S o m e  m a j m  b1·eed i ng  1·ecords were: l'i 1·st c o n  Ci rmed Osprey 
l 'lcdg l i 11gs i n  nearl y ri ve  decades, (sec story i n  th i s  i ssue ) .  
second ( and t h i 1·d ) con l'i rmed 11e s t i 11g o l' Purple C al l i n u lcs .  
( sec story in th i s  i ssue ) and re newed n csl i 11g o r  B l ack-necked 
St i l ts .  Other notable  n es t i ng occu rre 11ces w ere: nests of 
A merica n and Lea.sl bi L Lerns, poss ib le  L i t t l e  H l u e  Heron 
nest i n g  al  Lake Ca l u met.  w i l d -reared you 11g of the exot ic  
Tru m pe ter Swan.  nes t l i ngs /'or four les .'i co111 111011 c luck spe
c ies :  B l ue-w i n ged Teal .  Northern Shove ler, Hooded Me 1·gan
scr and R uddy D uck.  ex pan d i ng range o r· M i ss i ss i ppi  K i tes 
( see arLi c l e  i n  t h i .-; i ssue) .  i nc rea .-;ed m1 m bers o /' 13 akl Eag l e  
l'Jcdg l i n gs , S wa i ns o n ' s  Haw ks co 11 l i m1 i 11g t o  surv i ve .  m ore  

records o r  nes L ing  rni I s ,  excel  l en t  1 1  u m  be1·s o f  A merican Cools. 
good n u 1n bns of Upl and Sandp i pers al M i dcw i n  N at i o n a l  
Ta l lg 1·ass  Prni r i e ,  J'i rs t recorded 11e.s l i 11gs for Eu ra s i an 
Col l ared-Doves,  i ncreased n u m bers o r· Barn Owls .  ret urn i n g 
Wes tern K i ngb i rd .s ,  success /'u l ne.-;Ls or H e w i ck '. -; W re n s  ( sec 
a n i c l e  in L h i s  i ssue), high n u n1 bc rs o r· Sedge W rens ,  a11d a 
good n u mber o r  " nmthern" nest i n g  records r·or t h e  Logger
head Shri ke . or spec i al note i s  the 1 2-ycai· old  Caro l i  1 1a 
C hickadee Llrnl has con l i n uccl to nest nca 1· Char l es ton .  

A s  u s u a l ,  J u 11c  a nd Ju l y  observat ions  i 11c ludcd a v ariety 
u r  other h i gh l i g h ts as wel l ;  a l though some records can be 
labcl ccl l alc sp 1·i ng rn i g rn n ls aml others early i'a l l  arri va l s , 
some d o n ' t  ['a l l  i n lo e i t h e r  c < t lcgory aml have  been i dc n l i /'i ecl 
a s :  N o 11 - b 1·ecd i n g S u m m e r Oc c u rre n ces  ( a b lw e v i a lcd 
N, 13 ,S ,0.  i n  t h e  accompa 11 y i n g spec ies accoun t.-;) , l l  is my 
a n t i c i pat ion  t h al lh t'l.T .-; uch .species.  Ame r i can W h i le Pe l ic an , 
Casp i an Tern and S c i ssm-t<1 i lecl r : 1ycatchc1· may soon be 
added as n e w  h 1·c,;d i 11 g  spec i e;.<; in I l l i n o i s , Othe 1· i i1 le 1·c .-;l i 1 1g 
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1·cco1·ds t hat /'i l l hc 1 998 N . H . S .O.  ni te1·i a were : l l l i 11 0 i s '  r·i rst 
White-winged Dove (sec story in t h i s  i ss ue) ,  l i nger i ng loons 
and ducks,  t h e  OCCU ITCnce O J' C lU l -o J'-p l acc h eron .-; and i bi ses. 
Spr i n g l'ie l cl ' s  B l ac k V u l t ure, Rock l.ord ' s  M i ss i s s i :1!1i K i te .  
t h e  .J 1 1 11 c  Paras i t i c Jaeger . .  severa l Ju ne/J u l y  gu l l s , am! ' �crl
breas Led N u lhalchcs. Of course. lhnc were several b ! : 
depart i ng recmds l'or shoreb i rds ,  fl ycatchers and w<trbl cn, 
and emly-a1Ti v i 11g 1 ·ccords for shoreb i rds , fl ycatc h e rs and 
warblers (and  these reconls were forwarded to the  spri 11g and 
['al l  seaso nal  e d i tors . ) .  

T h  i s  yea 1· more observc1·s su b rn  i t tcd more i n  rorrn at i on J'o1· 
the B reed i n g Season Report t han a 11y prev i ous year. We th an k 
each and every one o l' them and hope t h i s  trend con t i nues .  
S peak i ng o f  t rends.  n ear ly  a l l  of I l l i no i s ·  8 1  B 1·ccd i ng B i rd 
S mvey m u les were com pl c. ted t h i s  year aml most have  been 
run by the  s c1 111 c observers, year al'ter year; t h i s  is .s i gn i ri canl 
i n  order to obtain co rnparnb le popu l at i on resu lts each year: 
lhcrc /'orc. spec i a l  accol ades to a l l  or  the  s u rveyors ( n ear ly  
a l l  o r  w hom a rc v o l u n teer) who take th is  respon s i b i l i ty 
ser iou s l y  e very year. 

Pan o /' the huge succes.-; o r  th i .-; year' s Breed i ng S ea.-;on 
Report  i s  the  ava i ht b i l i ty of key i n l'or 1nat i o 11 p rov i ded by 
I l l i n o i s  N atura l  H i story S urv ey and un i vers i ty staff who were 
con d u c t i n g  extens i ve fi e l d  i n vest igat ions throu g hou t I l l i no i s  
t h i s  pa.st s u rn me1·. As a re.-; u l t ,  n e w  i n l'om1at ion h a s  been 
i n c l uded 1·or the S ctv an na A rmy Depot, n ortheastern I l l i no i s  
wet lands ,  Jasper C o u n ly a n d  e xtre m e  southern I l l i n o i s , l 
especi a l l y L lrn11 k  M i ke Wcml ror h i s  cop i ou s  1·ccords a n d  can 
apprec i ate t h e  di ITi cu l ty h e  must h ave had t rap p i n g  and colm 
ban d i ng 1 32 Yel l ow -headed B l ackbi 1·ds. 

As a l ready ment ioned,  th i .-; comp i l a t ion is t h e  n;su l l or 
l i e l d  e lTorl.-; by dozens  o /' cl cd icated pro l'css i on a l s  a n d  
non-pro fess ional s. W i thou t t h e i r  con t i n ued su pport w e ' d  
have m i n i m a l cc 11 tra l i 1.ecl i n f'ormat io 1 1  lo pass on lo l 'ulurc 
researc her.-; . The person s respo ns i b l e  r·or records i 11 the ac
co mpany i ng .species accou n ts have  been acknowledged i nd i 
v i d ua l l y a l'tn the i r rccu1·ds. A. -;  u s ual , major e llorl has been 
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m ade lo be s ure lha l  a l l i n rormal ion is correct allCI proper ly  
acknowledgedaml can be traced lo or i g i n a l  source cloc u m e n ls 
avai l ab l e  i n  lhe  perm anent  recrn·d ri le . A !'c w records nol 
pr i n ted here m ay .-; L i l  I be u 11der re v ie w  by lhc ! I i i  no i s  O rn i tho
l og ica l  Records Co m m i l lec; once accepted. they w i l l  appear 
in a11 addenda to a ru tu rc rcporl. 

Co 1 l ect i vely,  l h c  observers and con lr i  bu tors lo l h i s  rcpo1'l 

arc: A l a n  Anderso n ,  C i n d y  A l ber ico ,  Doug A n derso n ,  Eel 
A 11derson ,  Lou i s e  A ugus li 11e, ( 0 13 )  Dav i d  l3 o h l c 11 ,  ( D B i )  Dale 
B i rkenhol z , ( D B o )  Den i s  B o h m ,  Eric Bo! l inger, Fra n k  l3cn 11el l ,  
.J ohn B ales, Nancy Bent ,  ( R B )  R i c h ard B i ss ,  ( R B a )  R e n ee 
B aade, ( RBj ) R i c h ard Bjor k l und.  (S B )  S te v e  Bai ley ,  ( S Bj )  
S i g u rd Bjork l u n d ,  ( T H u )  Todd B ugg, V i c B e rard i ,  John C i c i c l ,  
Kari n Ca.sse l ,  Paul C l y n e ,  Robert Chapel , B i l l  Da v i so n ,  
Dona l d  Dan n ,  J i m  D ay,  Larry Dav id .  M y rn a  Dealo11,  Sheryl  
De V o re ,  Tim Dever, .J osh Enge l .  Caro l y n  Fie I els, Mal l  Fraker. 
(JF) J i m Frazier. ( JFu) J i m  Fu11 k ,  B i l l  C l ass. Don Gocrnc, 
M ark G u e ters l o h ,  S h a w n  C i l l , U rs G e i .-;er, (AJ-1) A n n  
Haverstock, ( AH o )  A m y  Horstma11 ,  Barrie H u n t, Cat h i e  
H u tcheson,  Fra n k  H o l mes,  (J H )  J i m  H crkcrl,  (JeH) J erem i ah 
H aas, ( J H e )  J i m  H c i 11 1 ,  ( J H o) J e ll Hoover, Leroy H a 1Ti son.  
Scol l  H i c k man, ( l)J )  David J ohnson,  (DJ a)  Do ro t h y  J ackson,  

Dan Kassebau m ,  Eric Kers h ner, Laure l  Ann 1<.ai ser, Vernon 
K l ee n ,  J ames Laml i 11g, Sue Lau zon,  ( A M )  A n ne M a nkowsk i .  
( A Mo) A n ge l l a  M oorehouse,  C i 1 1dy M cKee, ( J M c )  J o h n  
Mc Kee, ( J n M )  John McDan i e l ,  ( J o M )  J o h n  M cCa l l ,  ( K M )  
K c i lh M c M u l l e n ,  ( K M c )  Kel l y  M c Kay,  Lo n n i e  M orse,  
( R h M ) Rlmn d a  M o n roe, Wal ler M a1·c i s7., Debb i e  N e w m a n .  
K e v i n  R i c l1 1110 n d ,  LaJTy R i ce,  ( M R )  M i ch ael  Retter, Roger 
Reaso n ,  A l  S lo k i e ,  B rad Se me l ,  (OS) Darre l l S ha rn baugh, 
(DSl) Doug Stoll., Er ic  S m i th .  ( J S )  J am e s  S m i t h ,  Leon a rd 
Stan l ey ,  ( M S i )  M i che l le  S i  111 0 11 e ,  Scoll  S i m pson,  Wes Serafi n .  
Craig Thayer, D i ane Tec ic ,  J e n n y  Vogt, C h r i s  Whe l a n ,  Dan 
W i l l i ams,  Eric W a i lers, Helen W uestenfcld,  ( J W )  J e ll W a l k ,  
( J W i )  J o h n  W i l ker, ( KW y )  K e n  Wysoc k i ,  M i ch ae l Ward. 

am[ Peler Weber. Many thanks,  too, to Paul  Clyne for 
rev i e w i n g  t h i s  1·cport and fi 11a l i z i n g  i l  for fo rnrn l  p u b l ica t ion  
i n  Mc11do1 11/ork. 

As s landard pol icy, al l ob.-;ervers, regard l ess of experi ence, 
m u .s l  l'u l l y  clocu m e n l  al l u n u sual  observat i ons . Easy lo use 
docurnenlal ion rorm s  arc avai lable 1·rom the Secretary or the 
T l l i no i s  Orn i thological Records Co111 111 i l lee ( J OR C )  or me on 
req uest. Completed doc u m e n tat ion rorms sho u l d  be submi t ted 
lo t h e  Secretary of JORC w i lh i 11 one week or lhe observa t i o n . 

i\s a p1· i n l i n g  aide. the rol lowi ng abbre v i at ions ha ve been used lh rougho u l  t h i s  1·cport: 

Carl . L  Carl y le  Lake ( C l i n ton C o )  
C h i  Ch icago--ex c l ud i ng JP & LCal (Conk C o )  
C: l i n .L C l i n ton Lake ( De Will Co) 
CON W R  Ci-ab Orchard N .W.R . (Wi l l i arnson Co) 
DPl(W f ) I' Des Pla ines  R i 1·er Wel l  ands Den1011s lrnl ion Projecl ( L<1ke Co) 
DPCA Des P la ines C.A. ( Wi l l  Co)  
ESTL E. Sl Lou i s  (St C l ai 1- Co)  
GCSP Gianl  C i ly S . P. (.Jackson Co) 
GLPS P  Goose l ,akc Pi-a i 1·i c  S .P. ( G n1ndy C o )  
G LNTC C i-cal Lakes Naval Trai n i n g  Ccnlcr  ( Lake Co)  
CiRCA G 1-ccn R i ve r  C.J\ .  ( Lee Co)  
HL Hmscshoc Lake ( Mad i son Co)  
I G S P  I l l i no i s  Geach S.P. ( Lake Co) 
ICC/\ I roquois  Counly C.A. ( l rnquo i'  Co)  
JP  Ch icago's .l <1c kson Park (Cook Co)  
KCP Ke 1 1 1 1 ekuk Cove Pa1·k ( Verrn i l ion Co)  
K idd  I .  K i dd Lake M arsh ( M on rne Co) 
LCal Lake Ca lu rnel (Cook Co)  
LChau Lake Chautauqua N .W.R .  ( Ma,on Co) 
LCN P La Sal l e  Cou n ly N u c lear P lan l  (La S a l l e  Co) 
L M S r  Lowden - M i l l e r  S.E ( Og le  C o )  
LRen Lake R e n w i c k  ( Wi l l  Co) 
LRSl-INC Li l l ie  Red School House N .C.  (Cook Co) 
LShel  Lake Shelby v i l l e  ( S helby Co)  
M . A 1·b Morton A 1·lm1·e lu 1 1 1  ( D u  Page Co ) 
M fl' M idd lerrn·k F.P. ( C'ha 111 11a ign C:oJ 
M rWA M icltl lc J'o1·k F.W.A. ( Vern1 i l io 1 1  Co)  
M M  M c Kee M arsh ( D u  Page Co) 
MNTI' M id e w i n  Nal ional  Tal lg 1·ass P1·a i 1· i e  

M PS P  
M S  
PRS N A  
l(end L 
S A D  
S ang L 
S p l' ld 
S RS F  

( i'orn1 c 1· ly  J o l i e l  J\nny J\ m m u n i l ion  P lan l  -- W i l l  Co) 
M i s s i ."i ppi Pal i sades S .P. (Carrol l  Co) 
M c G i 11 1 1 i s  S lough ( Palos, Cook Co) 
Pra i r ie  R idge S.N .A .  (Jas 11e1· Co)  
Rend L<1 ke ( f'rnn k l i n  Co)  
Savanna A r1 1 1y De pol  ( Jo  Daviess  Co)  
Sangch1· i s  Lake  S .  I '  ( Sangamon Co) 
S pri ngf ie ld ( S <1 1 1g <1 1 1 1rn 1  Co)  
Sanc l  l( 1 c lge S J··. ( M ason Co) 
S lan ed Rock S .l'. ( f ,a Sa l le  Co)  

Wau k Wau kcgan ( Lake Co) 

ad. 
s u bad . 
i 1 1 1 m ,  
yg.  

111' . 
• 
lil.3 

resp. 
n1.oh. 
cs l .  
I3.  I3 .S .  
Co(. s )  
C .A .  
F . P  
r.W. i\ , 
L 
N.A . 
N .C. 
N . P .  
N . W . R .  
S .F .  
S .P .  
M .C. 
N . !3.S .O. 

acl u l l  
s u bml u l l  
i nrnia t u 1·e 
young 
11a i r  
clocu rnenled record 
spec i rnen record 
respect i ve l y  
m a n y  observers 
cs l i m ale(c l )  
B reed i n g  G i rd S u 1·vey 
Coun ly ( ies )  
Consc 1·val ion A 1·ca 
Forc:sl Prese1·ve  
r' i s h  & W i lcl l i l'c A rca 
Lake 
N al u rn l  A 1·ea 
N a l u 1·e Cc n lc 1· 
N at u re P1·cscrve 
N at ion <1 I  W i l cl l i l'c R c f'ugc 
Stale Fores l 
S lalc Pa1·k 
M a x i m u m  Cou n l( s )  
N o n-!3 1-eccl i n g  S u m mer 
Occurrence 

J\ nu mber in parcnll1eses ( ) i ncl icalc.s 
t h e  n u m ber 0 1· b i rd s  o b s c 1·ved a l  a 
pa n i c u l ar l oc a l i o n m rn1 a p a r l i c u l a 1· 
d ale. No nu 111 lx: 1· s i gn i ri cs s i ng l e  b i 1·cl. q .  
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1 998 B reeding Season Report 

Common Loon 
N . B.S.O.:  M aple L (Cook C:o J .  1 7  .lune ( US J : S 1) l l d  ( 1rnn-hrccd i n g  

11 l un 1 agc ) .  25 ,J u l y  ("'CO ) :  Ch< 1mpai g11 ( b i-ced i ng 11 l u rn agc) .  5 .l u ne 
( ivl W J :  Newlon L ( 1rnn- l)l 'ccd i ng 11 l u 111agc J .  lvl ay l lm1 J u l y  ( . fW. 
E K J :  O l 1 1ey (R i c h l a 11d Co). 'J .l u ne ( J , l·I ) :  1-1 1 ., I l l  J u ne ( D K ) :  
Waterloo U vl o n rne Co) ,  2 7  .l u l y-8 Aug.+ ( K M ). 

Pied-bil led G rehe 

Nesting:  W h i te.s i de Counly ,  24 June  ( ivl W J :  lvlol'ai lll: H i l l s S.P. 
( M c l-l e n 1·y Co)  ( 2  pr. ) ,  May/Ju ly  ( M W J  and  ( I  yg. J .  1 1  J\ug. ( LW ) :  
lvl c l-l rn 1·y/ l .ake C:oun ly l i ne ( 5  p r s .  w /  21 1-25 yg . J .  27  J u l y  ( S U ) :  
A l mond M arsh ( Lake C o )  ( 1  lmiml' = 1 1  yg . ) .  lv1 <1y/.l u l y  ( M W ) :  
R o u n d  L Ma1·sh  ( L<1kc Co)  (2+ 1m . .  3 y g . ) .  M ay/J u l y ( M W ) :  
8 rohc1·g M<1rsh ( l .akc C o )  ( 2+ 1) 1' . ,  3 y g . ) .  M ay/J u l y ( M W ) :  LC'a l  
(sevcrnl 11 1·.s - I s l Yl'·  noted on 1 1  J u l y )  ( W M J : J3 u r11 ha 1n Pra i 1· ie  
(Cook Co)  (2  bromls = 8 yg. ) ,  1 1  J u ly  (WJV\ ) • Ch i  ( Eggers Wood s )  
(4 broods = 1 0  yg. ) ,  I J u l y  ( W M ) :  R i ve 1·da le (Cook C o )  ( 3  yg . ) .  9 
.J u l y  ( W M ) :  MS ( 40 -- 1 4  ad. ,  26 yg . ) ,  1 5  A ug.  ( DS t J :  GLPS P ( 3  yg . ) .  
27  J u ne ( Dj a )  and  (ad . + 5 yg.  ) ,  4 Ju l y  (CM & JMc) ;  Decat u r  ( d i-edge 

1mnds )  (6 pr. w/ 3-5 y g./brood), 1 7-3 1 J u ly+ ( M D ) ;  e .  Sangamon 
Cou n ty  (ads . w/ 2 yg. ) .  30 J u ne ( D B ) :  Bea1·dstow11 Ma1·sh (Cass Co) 
(6  ad . ,  9 yg . ) ,  2 3  .lu lll: (S J3 l'i de  MW).  Others: S p l.l d (+ ) . Ju ne/J u l y  
( DB ) :  KCP. 2 0  J u n e  ( R C ) ;  Arcola ( Douglas C o )  ( 2 ) .  2 1  J u ne- 1 8  J u l y  
( RC ) :  W abash Cou n ty ,  3 J u ly  ( I . I-I ) ;  New A lhcns ( S l .  C l a i r) (pr . ) .  I ') 
June  ( O N ) :  K idd L (+ ) . Ju ne/J u l y ( O K ) .  

A m e r ican W h ite Pelican 

N . B.S.O.:  LS he l  ( 2 ) .  5 .Ju l y  ( RC J . 

Double-crested Cormorant 
Nesting: I & M C<1 1 ia l  ( L a  Sal le  Co) ( nes ted ) .  ca1· J y May ( C M .  J M c ) :  
Woi·J ey L (Tazewel I Co)  ( 1 2  ne.s l s ) .  1 3  J unc  ( R Bj ) :  Sangano i s  C .A. 
i-13 nests ) .  23 June  ( RBj ) :  M eredos i a  N.W.R . ( Mo1·gan Co)  ( 2 7  
nes ts ) .  May/Ju ly  ( M W ) :  I-IL ( 2  nest s ) .  2 8  J u ne (Fl-l ) ;  Carl . I .  ( 20() 
nes t s ) .  25 .J u ne ( O K ) . Others: Fox R i ve 1· ( Lake Co)  ( 26 ) .  2 8  i\ 1)r. 
( BS ) :  B a ke 1·· s  L ( Cook Co) ( 285 ) .  1 8  J u l y  ( JV ) :  R i vt:1·da le  ( Cook 
Co) q uarry ( I  0 I -- rnost i ng  on l y ) .  7 June  (WM J: S 11 l'l cl (some ) .  J u ne/ 
J u l y  ( D B ) :  Newlon L ( .I asper Co)  ( 2 ) . 2 3  .l une  ( L il ) :  l- ! L  (35 & 45 ) .  
20 June  & 5 .J u l y .  resp. ( Fl ! ) ;  CONWR (3 ) .  1 6  J u ly ( K M ) :  Mcrn1cl 
L C.A .  (2) .  16 J u l y  ( K M J. 

American Bittern 
Nesti ng: P RS N A  ( nest :  4 eggs lo h atch i n g ) .  J u ne/Ju l y  (JW. CK cl  
al . ). Others: GLPSP.  I June  ( JH .  B G ) . 

Least B i ttern 
Nesting: Mornine H i l  Is S . P. ( McHcn 1·y Co)  ( 6+ pr .. 4 nest  w/ eggs ) .  
3 June (MW): Cou n t ry C lub  Road ( McHenry Co)  ( 2  nests ) ,  J u ne/ 
.l u l y  (MW): A l moncl Marsh ( Lake Co)  ( nes t ,  but no eggs ) ,  1 3  June  
( M W ) :  B rnberg M arsh ( l ,ake Co)  ( 2 +  p 1·, J ,  Ju ne/J u l y  (MW) :  
Wadsworth ( Lake Co)  ( n esl ,  bu t  no eggs), Ju ne (MW) :  Ch i  ( Egger ' s  
Woods) (pr . ) .  J u n e/Ju l y  (MW ) ;  Mennet L C.A .  ( M assac Co)  ( 1 -4 
mis . ,  1 -2 yg. ). 1 1 - 1 9  J u ly (FH ): Cy 111 -css Creek N .W.R. ( .Johnso n  Co)  
( 4  ad . ,  2 n ests, I l'i cclgecl yg . ) ,  2 7  June  (MG ) .  Others: LCal 
( B u rn h a m  Pra i r i e ) ,  1 6  J une (Ost) and ( B i g  Marsh ) .  1 2  J u l y  (DJ ) :  Ch i  
( Powderhorn M arsh),  1 5  Ju ly (WM):  Ne lson L Ma 1·sh ( Kane Co ) ,  7 
Ju nt: (J\S) :  GLPSP (3) ,  20 Ju 11e  ( J n M ) :  L B l oomi ngton (s i ng les) .  7 
& 1 0  .J une .  i ·esp. (MF) ;  Normal  ( ad.) ,  1 6  June ( MF, n 1 .ob . ) ;  
Beardstown Ma 1·sh (Cass C o )  ( p r. w /  yg.) ,  J une ( M W) a n d  ( 2 ) .  1 9  
Aug .  ( PW ) ;  KCP ( 2 ) , 20 J u ne  (RC) ;  A rco la (Douglas Co) ,  2 1  J une 
( R C: ) :  PRSNJ\ (Mar ion Co) (acl.), I I J une  (SS) ;  Lawrence County ,  
I 5 Ju ly  (LJ-1 ) ;  i-''aycttev i I l e  (S t . C l a i r  Co) ,  ca 1· ly .Ju 11e ( S B  F ide MW).  

Grea t B l u e  Heron 
Nesting:  Tamai-ack C l u b  (Mcl lenry Co) (86 nests ) .  27 Apr. (BS ) ;  
A l mond M arsh ( Lake Co)  (7/8 nests ) ,  4 M ay/J une  ( B S .  DJ .  M W ) ;  
Tncl i a n  Creek ( Lake. C o )  ( 40 nests), 27 Apr.( 13 S  ) :  Ceda1· L (Lake Co)  
(LJ  ncsls ) , 6 May ( F3S ) :  !'ox R i ver (Like  Co)  ( 1 3 1 )  nesls ) ,  2 8  Apr. 

28 

( Fl S ): lv1 i 1 1  Creek ( Lake Co)  ( 1 7  1 1cs l .s ). 28 ;\ pr.  ( llS J :  I :ri I 1kc 1· ( Lake 
Co)  ( 75 nes ts ) .  27 ;\pr. ( 13S ) : Kcn1 11c1· L ( Lake Co)  ( 8 nes ts ) . 2 8  May 
( DJ ) :  l3arl I e l l  (Cook Co)  ( 28S nest s ) . 27 A 111". ( l 3S ) :  1 3a kc1" s J .  ( Cook 
Co) ( I 5 1 1csls ) .  8 J u l y  ( 1-:w ): () ,Hise f ,  (Cook Co) ( I 00-1- ncs ls  ) . 1! J\ J1 1'. 
( .I C ' ) :  S t rcalrn· ( La S a l l e  Co)  ( <� 11c s t s ) .  I () M<ty ( l)(j J' idc  J Mc ) ;  
lvl a1·sha l l Cou n ly (259 nests ) , () J u ne ( M S i  c l  a l . ) :  Wlwlcy J ,  n«11c wcl I 
Co)  ( 1 84 11cs ls ) .  1 3  .lu ne ( 11 .Flj ): C l e<ll' L ( M ciso1 1  Co) (.'l.'l I nes t s ) .  I h 
.J unc ( R Jlj ): Sanganois  C:. A .  ( 225 nests - new si le loc <1 l i on ). 2:l .I unc  
( R ll_ j ) :  LS hc l  ( lvl ou l l 1  ie  Co)  ( 1 1 1  1 1 cs l s ) .  M <1y  ( �oS J :  i\l l cnon l'a1·k 
( Pia l L  Co) ( 1 02 11cs l s J .  23 A J1 1'. (ES J :  Sa l l  r'ork ( C lrn1 1 1 11a ign  Co) ( 2  
1 1cs l. s ) .  :l l J A JW.  ( J S ) :  C:<11· l . J .  ( 1 21 ) nc.sl s ) .  5 M ay ( V K ) :  Rend L (22) 
1 1csls a l  2 locat i on s ) .  5 Mc iy ( V K J : olhe1· s .  l l l i 1rn i s  co lon ies :  1 1  
loc<1 l i ons  ( ac 1· i a l c o l . ) .  1 850+ 1 1cs ls .  5 lvl ay ( V K ) ;  ol lw1· I l l i no is  R i ve 1' 
rnlon ies :  4 loc<t l i on'  ( aer ia l  es t . ) .  1 325 1 1csl .s .  4 M ay ( V K ) :  0 1 he1 
M i .s .s i s s i 11 11 i  R i ve 1· Jocal ions :  I 8 local ions (ac 1· i a l  c o l . ) .  4300+ ncsL.s.  
4-5 M ay ( V K ) ,  I I l l i no i s  Dc 11a1·1 111 c n l  o l' N alurnl  Resoucce,, Na tura l  
Heri tage Sec l ion Re 1mn prov ides co111 11 lc le I 'JlJ8 nest i n g  de ta i l s . I  
M.C.  ( away rni111 know11  co lnn i e s ) :  1 03 ,  S p l.lcl. 1 8  J u l y  ( D B ) . 

G reat Egret 
Nesting: Fox R i ver  ( Lai(c Co) (85 nes ls ) .  28 A pr. ( B S ) ;  Ke111 11e1· J ,  
( Lake Co) ( 2  nes ts ) .  2 8  M ay ( J )J ) :  B a ke 1, . s  L (Cook Co) ( 6  ne� l s ) .,  
8 .J u l y  ( EW):  LCal  ( B i g  M a1·s h )  ( es t .  1 0-20 n ests) .  1 3- 1 4  .l une  
(WM ) :  Ma1·sha l l  Coun ty  ( 8  n ests) .  9 J u ne (MS i .  et a l . ) :  Wo1·ley L 
(Ta1ewe l l  Co )  (46 nests ) .  1 3  June  ( RBj J :  C lear L ( Mason Co)  ( 6 1 
ne.s l s ) .  1 6 .l u ne ( RBj ) :  Sanganois  C .A .  ( 1 6  nests - new locat ion ) ,  23 
J u ne ( 1<. Bj ) ;  A lo 1·ton ( ESTL) (es t . 7 5 ) ,  26 M <ty ( Y I( .  OT):  olhcr  s .  
I l l i no i s  co lon i es :  6 loca t ions  ( aeri a l  e s t ) .  370 nests .  5 May ( V K ) :  
other M i s s i" ipp i  R i ver co lon ies:  8 locat ions ( aer ia l  es l . ) . 1J75+ 
nes ts .  4-5  M ay ( V K ) :  olhe1· I l l i no i s  R i ve 1· co lon ies .  none .  4 M ay 
( V K ) . Others : LS he I ( .'i ) .  5 J u l y  ( RC ) :  Kidd L ( 7'i ) ,  20 J u l y ( l ) K ) :  
Car l .L  ( l 'i ) . 1 7  J u l y  ( D K ). I I l l i no i s  De 11a1·t 11 1cnl o r· Na l cl l'a 1 Re
somces. N almal Heri tage Sect ion Rc 1101·t prm i des co111 1i le lc  I l) '- 1 8  
nest i ng deta i l s .  I M . C .  ( A way 1°1'< 1 111 k nown  co lon i e s ) :  1 30, W ab<t sh  
Cou n ty .  4 Ju l y  ( LH J :  1 0. S 11 l"l d .  1 5  .J u l y  ( D H ) .  

S nowy Egret 
Nest ing:  i\ l orlon ( ESTL)( 111-cscn l  pe1·haps 20-2 5 ) .  29  May ( V K. 
OT). M . C: . :  3 1 ,  I-I L ,  5 J uly  ( Fl ! ). N.B.S.O.:  LCal ( B u rn ha 1 11 Pra i r i e )  
( I  ad  . .  2 ad. ) .  1 2-29 & J LJ J u ly ,  resp .  ( ;\ S ,  DSl ,  111 .ob. ) .  and ( B i g  
M a1·s h )  ( ad . ) .  1 3  J u ne- 1 2  J u l y  ( W M .  DJ) : PRS N ;\ ( I  ' 1  l oca l  recm d ) .  
1 1  J une  (.IW. E K ) .  Others: M arion Cou n ty ( 2  ad . ) .  1 7 .lu nc ( L I-I ) .  

Li ttle B l u e  Heron 
Nesting:  LCa l (2-3 ad. in arc<1 ) ( poss i b l e  nes t i n g  in H i g  Mar, h ) .  6 
June-early J\ugusl  (WM, DSL ,  AS. 111 .ob. )  and "flcd g l i ng"suspectecl, 
early J u l y  ( W M ) :  A lorton ( �STL) (c:sl. I 00 n ests) ,  29 May ( V K ,  
DT).  M . C . :  4 7 .  Monmc Cou n ty ,  27  .J u l y  ( K M ). Others: LCal 
( Hedgc:w i sc h  Marsh )  ( acl .) , 25  J u ne ( M W ) ;  M i lan Bol lo 111s ( Rock 
ls la ncl Co) .  I LJ J u l y  (KMc) ;  K i d d  L ( 200 ) .  20 J u l y  (DK) .  

Cattle Egret 
Nesti ng:  A lorton (ESTL) (est. 1 200 nes t � ) .  2lJ May (VK,  OT) ,  
M.C.:  1 65,  St .  C l a i 1·Cou n ly, 1 5  .lu n e  ( KM ) :  50+, Me 1·edos ia N .W.R . 
(Morg <rn Cu ) ,  J u n e/Ju ly  ( MW ) ;  25 ,  Wabash Cou n ty ,  4 J uly  ( LH ) .  
N.B.S.O. I .Cal (4 ) ,  2 5  J u l y  (WM) :  Lrcn ,  2 1  J u n e  ( OW ) :  S RSP.  I lJ 
June  (OW) :  SR.SF ( 2 2  & 34).  1 2  J u n e  & 2 Ju ly ,  1·esp .  ( R Bj ) :  SprI LI 
( p 1·csen l ) ,  J une/Ju l y  w i t h  max.coun t  (6 ) ,  1 2 , Ju n e  ( O B ) :  Fairmoun t  
( V erm i l ion Co) ,  1 6  Ju ne  (.IS ). 

G reen Heron 
Nesting: JP ( I  nest, u ns uccesfu l ) :  J u ne ( PC) ;  LCal ( 1-leron l'oncl) ( I  
successful nest ;  yg .  observed ) ,  8 J u l y  ( WM ) ;  Sang.L (yg . ) .  I 3 Ju ly  
(DB) :  ra i rn1oun l  ( Verm i l i on  Co)  (4 yg.  i n  nest), S Ju ne  and  ( nest w/  
3 eggs). 1 6  June (JS ) :  Cha 1·J es lon ( 2  n est w/  3 eggs each) ,  1 3  June  
( both rai led)  ( B l !) :  n .e . Massac Cou nty ( 2  ad . ,  5 fledgl ings ) .  2 2  Ju ly  
(FB ) .  Others: S angamon Coun ty  (9 ) .  I 5 & 1 8  Ju ly  ( D B ) :  M a ho111el 
(Champaign Co)  ( 5 ) ,  1 3  J une  ( R C: ) ;  Madi son County (4), 1 7  Ju ly  
( K M J .  

Meadowlark 

j 



Black-crowned Night-Heron 

Nesting: B ake1·' s  L (CoDk Co) (3 1 1ests = 'J yg . ) ,  25 . lu n L:-3 1 J u ly 
(Cf'): LCal ( B ig Ma 1·sh )  ( e s t, 5 ()() 11ests ) .  1 3  Ju 11e ( W M ) :  W"rlcy l .  
(Tazewe l l  Co)  ( 1 5  11es t s ) ,  1 3  J u 11 e  (RBj ) :  C lea1· L ( M ason Co)  
( no1 1e) ,  I Ci June  (RB j ) :  A l orto11 (ESTL) (es t. 250 1 1es t s ) ,  2lJ  M ay 
( V K ,  DT) . I I l l i no i s  Depan 111e 11 t  0 1· N atural Resources, Natura l  
Hc1· i tagc Sect io 1 1  Report prnv i cles com plete I lJlJ8 1 1es t i  1 1g detai l s . I 
Others: Riddot t  (S tephen so11 Co)  (5 - 3 acl., 2 i 111 111. - 11ed1aps the 
1·csu l t  0 1· 11ea1·by ncs t i 11g ) ,  1 2  Aug.  (DW):  J P  ( a  l"ew su mmer ing 
ad u l ts) , Ju ne/Ju l y ( r i de  PC) :  GLPSI'  (3 ) ,  I Ju ne ( J H. 13GJ :  Sprl d  ( 3  
ad . ,  I i m 111 . ) ,  1 4  Ju ne  ( D B ) :  Arcol a  ( Dougl as Co)  ( su bad . ) .  5 J u l y  
( RC ) ;  C<u-1 . L  ( 2 ) ,  2 1  Ju ne ( D K ) :  Ca 1·l . L  ( Faye t t e  Co) ( 8  ads. a n d  
i 111 111 . ) ,  1 7  .l u l y  ( D K ) .  

Yellow-cro w n ed N i gh t-Heron 
Nesti ng: LCal ( B urnham Prnir ie )  ( 2 -- ad.  & i 111m .). l h  J u ne (DSt ) :  
Gran i te C i ty ( Madi so11 Co) ,  2 2 A 111-. ( I "  nes t )  t lm1 23 M ay ( 2'"1 & 3"' 
11es t s ) ,  <l lld (fledg l i n gs ) .  1 -24 J u ly  ( FH,  DTJ ; Rend L ( ad. + 3 yg. ) ,  
27 .lu l y  (LS ) ;  Mcrn1et L C. /\ .  ( Massac Co) (j uvcna l ) , 1 '! & 26 Ju ly  
(FB) .  Others: M i l an Bo t toms (Rock J s l ancl Co) ,  1 1  .J u l y  ( KMc) ;  
LShe l  (Mou l tr ie Co)  ( 2  i 111 rn . ) , 5 J u ly  ( R C ) : Stump L (J ersey Co) ,  
J u ne (SB fi de MW):  H L ( I ,  2 ) ,  2 June (Fil )  and I l J  Ju ly ( K M )  resp . ; 
Sa uget (S t .  C l a i 1· Co) .  I J u ly ( D K ). 

Glossy Ibis 
N.B.S.O.:  rran k  l lol ton S.P. (St.Cl a i r Co )  ( 1 -2 acl . ) ,  2'J M <1y-2lJ J u l y  
( 111ost o /'le11 on l y  I obse1·ved ) ( K M ,  111 .ob. ) .  

\{ lack V u l ture 
'N . S <1nga111on Co ( ]  '1 cou n t y  record) .  20 June  ( : •DB ) .  

Turkey Vulture 
i\ t .C . :  1 6 1 .  M i i <1 n  Boll"ms ( Roc k I s l and  C11 ) ,  1 9  J u l y ( K Mc ) :  80 
1 111 ax . ), SAD. J u ne/Ju ly ( K Mc ) :  45+, Pi ke/Adams Cos., I J u l y  ( S B  
l' idc MW) :  3 3 .  M PSP, l h  M ay (EWJ :  2 7 .  S pfld, 20 J u l y  ( D H ) :  2 1 .  
S<1ganashkce S l ough ( s .c .  Cook Co) ,  2 A ug, (CT);  1 3 , Jc 1·sey 
Coun ty ,  2 2  J u l y  ( K M ): 1 2 . M ason C i ty (M ason Cll ) .  2 1  J u ly ( S S  f ide 
MW);  1 2 , Wash i 11gto11 Cou n ty .  l h  J u ly  ( K M ) . O thers : n . w .  Ogle 
County ( 2 ) . 1 3  .l une  ( OW ) :  Ho llman Es ta les (Cook Co) Cl) ,  27  .l une  

(AA) :  LCa l  (0 '  Br ien  Lock & Dam) { 3 ) ,  1 7  J une (WM) :  Sand  R i d ge 
N .C . (Cook Co) ,  1 5  J u ly ( W M ). 

Snow Goose 
Sang.L (2 ' 'b l ues") t lmi lJ June  a11d ( I )  l hru 1 4  J u 11e ( D B ). I "W i t h  t he  
exp los ion of  t h i s  species"popu l a t ion and the cxte11dcd shoot i ng i 1 1 lo  
spr ing,  a few l i nger ( wou nded " )," I ( D B ) . 

Canada Goose 

Nesting:  R i ve rwoods (Lake. Co) ( 1 3  nes ts ) ,  8 A 11r. ( EW ) :  M M  ( 1 3  
nests ) ,  I I Ap1·. (RW);  Sangamon Coun ly  ( 1 8  broods :  1 - 1 5  yg./ 
brnml) ,  1 9  A 11 1'. - I 8 June  ( D B ) .  IVLC.:  401 1 ( i nc l .  yg . ) ,  Newlon L, 1 4  
J u l y (.JW, E K ) ;  2 1 0  ( i nc l .  yg. ) ,  Mo 11 mc County ,  2 7  J u l y  ( K M ); 1 3 1  
( <1 1 1  yg . ) ,  J P, 2 2  M ay ( KC l'ide PC): 1 20, S 1J l0l d ,  26 Ju l y  ( DB ). 

M ute S wan 
Comment: 5 n.e ,  I I  l i 11 o i s  coun t ies  ( M c Hc11 1·y ,  Lake. Cook, Du PagL: 
& Wi l l ) :  48 pa irs, 37 nests l"ou nd ,  22 success J'u l  nests ,  <l l l eas t  35  
known yg . ,  25  M ar.-3 1 J u ly  ( E W ) .  Specific Nesting: Mllrni n e  H i l  I s  
S .P .  ( M c Hc11 1·y C o )  (p i-. w /  3 yg . ) .  1 7  J u l y  (SD,  LK ) ;  Redw ing  
S lough ( Lake Co)  ( I  0 ad . ,  4 brnods w/  2 -4  yg./broml ) , 27  June  
(OW) :  ! 11d ian  Creek ( Lake Co) ( n est), 2 7  Apr. (BS ) ;  Ch i ( Egge 1· ' s 
Woods) ( n es t ), 8 M ay and (4 yg. & 2 yg . ) ,  20 May & I Aug . ,  resp .  
( DS t ) ;  C h i  (Wol l ' Lake)  ( 3  brnods = 8 yg. & 6 yg. ) ,  5 Ju n e  & I Aug. ,  
resp. (DSt ) :  Ch i  (Powcled10rn M a1·s h )  ( I  yg. ) .  1 7  May-6 J une (WM ) ;  
e. S angamon Cou n t y  ( y g . ) ,  I Ju ly l ( D 13 ) ;  Newlon L ( nest) ,  Apri l 
(JW, EK). M.C.:  4, S p rl cl ,  8 .J u nc & 1 7  J u l y  ( D B ) . Others: S 1Jun ky 
Bot toms ( B 1' < 1wn Co) ,  May/J u l y  ( M W).  

W o o d  D u c k  
Nesting:  W i nnebago Cl lu n l y ( 1 0  brood s ) ,  J u ne/J u l y  (DW) :  Cuba  
M a 1·sh ( l ,ake Co)  ( fema le  w/  1 1 yg. ) , 4 J u l y  ( C �' ) :  Pa l at i n e  ( female  
w/ 1 4  ha tch l i ngs) ,  2 1  May  (Cr) :  C h i  ( Wooded l s lc )  (2  bmmls = I () 
yg . ) ,  24 M ay (DS t ) :  JP (5 ll l"oods = 40 yg. ) ,  M ay/J une  (PC) :  LCal 
( b roml w/ 'Jyg) ,  1 6  J u ne ( DS t ) :  Heyworth ( M c Lean Co) (4 lmiods ) ,  
June  ( M r, TBu ) :  C l i 11 .L  ( 3  brnods: 2 ,  7 & lJ ) ,  1 4  Ju ne ( RC ) :  
Sa11ga111011 Cou nty ( I  lJ brnocls, 4- 1 8  yg./brnod) ,  1 8  May -2 J\ u g. 
( D B ) : Homc1· ( Vem1 i l i o n  Co)  ( 3 rd brolld h<1tched ), 5 Aul.!. ( .I S ) . 
M . C . :  1 20 ( i nc l . yg .  ), Pc1·c Ma1·quc t le S .P .. 2 1 1  J u 11e ( K M  I: n :  Spfl li ,  

l <i Ju l y ( D B ) .  Others :  M f,.P ( I '! ) , 
20 .J u ne  ( R C ) :  Carl . L  ( f'aycllc Co)  
( 1 00.  25  J u ne ( DK ) .  

Gad wall 
N .B . S . O . :  Pa l a t i n e  ( Co l lk  Co ) 
( m ale) .  t h ru 1 2  Ju ne (CF) : l ,Ca l  
( pr. ) .  28 J u 11e ( JE)  t h rnugh 1 1  J u l y  
( .J L ) :  G I YS I' ( 2 ) . I J une ( J I-I , GCJ J :  
Arco l a  ( Douglas  C o )  ( malefl, 5 J u l y  
( R C ). 

Mallard 
Nesting: Ri vcrwoods ( l ,ake Co) ( 2 2  
y g . ) ,  (i .J u l y  ( EW ) :  S an g a m o n  
County 1 3 4  brnmls, 1 - 1 2  yg./brood ) ,  
23  Ap i'. -20 J u l y  ( D F:l J :  PRSNA ( 1 9  
n ests ) .  Apri l/J u l y ( . IW, EK). M .C. :  
45 l J  ( i nc l . yg. ) . Newt 1 1 11 L. 1 4  Ju l y  
( .I W ,  EK) .  

Blue- w i n ged Teal 

Fcmulc Mute S1rn11 1 1 'ilh .1 '0111 1,� 011 le/- /'vlm· / 9')8 in f,okc C1m111y. Pholo /Jy /c'ric W{f/fcrs. 

N esti ni.::  8 rohc1·g M arsh ( Lake Co) 
(2 11r.) , J u ne/J u ly  ( M W ) :  Lake V i i i <! 
( Lakt: C o )  ( 11 1". ) ,  .l u ne ( M W ) :  C h i  
( f_'.gge1· ' s  Woods )  ( pr. ) . .l u ne/J u l y  
( M W) ;  H u rn h a111 l 'rn i 1· ie ( Cook C o )  
( lJ yg. ) ,  4 J u l y  ( W M ) :  Deca l u 1· 
( d 1·cdge 11011d.,) ( ahout 1 2  ads . and 
25 yg, J ,  1 7-3 1 J u ly+ ( M D) , O t h 
er.,: /\ I  111011d Ma 1·sh ( I  ,ake C o )  ( 1 i 1·. ) .  
J u ne/J u ly I MW) :  lkc1· Ci rnvc I �  F .P. 
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( Cook Co)  (2 1 1 1 a les ) ,  I l l  .l u 1 1 e  ( C T' ) ;  J P  ( l rn1 a lc ) ,  7 J u 11c ( l'C i : 
CJ LPS I' ( I l l ) .  4 A ug .  ( S  Fl I i d e  M W ) :  S habbona I, S . I '. ( De K a l b  C o )  
( 'i  ) .  2h J u l y  ( DS ) :  C i L P S I' Cl ) .  23 J u 11e ( . f l-I .  H C i  ) :  La u rn  ( l'eo1· i a  Co)  
( 8  1 1 1 a l es ) .  2 2  .J u l y  ( S  rl J' ide  MW) :  S 11 l"l cl ( 'i  ) .  :HJ .l u 1 1 e  ([) 13 ) :  M l 'W A 
( 1rn1 l e ) .  21 1 .J u 11 c  ( RC ) ;  1\ m 1 l a  ( Doug l ;1 s  Co)  ( p 1-. & 1 1 1a le ) .  2 1  .J u n e  & 

-� .J u l y .  1·es 11. ( RC ' ) :  I .She l  ( M o u l l 1· i e  C o l  (2 1 1 1 a l es ) .  'i .J u l y  ( RC ) :  I-I L 
( 4 ) . 1 7 .l u l y ( K M ) . 

Norlhern Shoveler 

N es t i n g :  Dee1· L l '. I'. ( Lake C o l  ( p i-. & 2 y g . I .  22 1\ ug.  ( l�:w 1 .  
N . B.S.O. : l .ake/M c l  l c 1 1 ry County  l i 1 1e  ( 11 1" . ) . 111 i c l l u l y  ( M W ): L .C'<il 
( i'c 1 11 a l e ) .  1 1  J u l y  ( J I . I. 

Norlhern Pintai l  

N .B.S.O. : Ci  I . I 'S  I '  .. I 0 Ju 11c ( . 1 1-1 J :  i\rco l a  ( Doug I a;, Co)  ( f'c 1 1 1a le  ) .  2 I 
.lu 11e  i RC I . 

c ; reen-wingecl Teal 

N.B.S.O.:  C L l'S I'. 23 .J u n e  ( .1 1 1 . BCJ ) :  LS hc l  ( Mo u l l r i e  Co) ( 1 1 rn l e ) .  
'i J u l y  ( RC ) :  Dec a t u 1· ( c l 1·edge 1101Hl .s ) .  3 1  J u ly  ( M D ) .  

R ing-necked D u c k  

N.B.S.O.:  A rcol a  ( Do u g l as Co)  ( 111 a l e ) .  2 1  . lu 1 1c-'i J u l y  ( RC ) .  

Lesser Sea u p  
N . B.S.O.:  Ci LNTC ( s u l1<1cl. m a l e ) .  27 .l u 11c-c<1 1 · ly A u g. ( EW ). 

0.1prc 1 ·j1 1 1  ·c11i /cs 011 tree nco r nest in I hl'  s11m111cr of I 999 ut 
Bcrg11w11 Slough in Cook C(!1111 tr. The yo1111 /i rc;1rn·c111 
the .first t1 1 ·n w11/in11cd J7cdgli11g.1 in 11/in(!is since 1 952. 
Photo h r  Cruig Tlwrcr. 

B u l'flehead 

N . B.S.O. : Cl NTC ( l'e 1 1 1a le  - 2'" 1  su 1 1 1 111e 1· 1-cco1·d l'rn· l l l i 11 o i s ) .  2 2  

M ay-early i\ u g. ( EW. 1110 ,b. ) . 

Common c :olcl eneye 

N . B.S.O.:  Carl . L  ( i 11 j u 1·ed ) . 1 h ru h J u n e  ( O K ) .  

J-Iooclecl Merganser 

Nesti ng:  Garr i n g lo11 (Cook Co)  ( 2  l;u·ge yg.) ,  3 1  M ay (Cr): [v;1 11s lrn1  
( i 111 111 . o r  fem a l e ) .  1 8  J u n e  ( CW ) :  C LNTC ( i 111 111 , o r f'e111a l e ) ,  3 J u ly 
( EW ) :  S h abbo11 a  I .  S . 1'. ! De K;1 l b  Co)  ( 111·. + 'i yg. ) .  'i J u l y  ( D S ) :  
Sa 1 1ga11 10 1 1  Cm1nly ( 4  h rnods,  3 - 7  yg ./b 1·oml ) .  2 3  A pr.-7 .J unc  ( 0 8 ) :  
Wabash C o u  1 1 ty  ( 2  broods = 1 6  yg. ) ,  3 .Tu ly  ( L H  ) .  O thers:  M o rn i  n e  
l l i l l s  S .P. ( M c Hcmy C o )  ( 11 1·. ) .  J u 11e/J u l y  ( M W ) :  G rnbc1·g M a 1·sh 
( l .akc Co) ( pr. ) .  J u 11e/J u l y  ( M W ) :  M S  ( / c 11 1a lc  11 l u 111age), 8 J u l y  
( D S t ) :  Cham 11a ign  ( i'e m a l e )  'i J u ne ( M W ) :  A rcu l a  ( Do u g l as Co)  
( f e m a l e ) ,  2 1  J u 11e ( RC ) ;  H L  ( /'e 1 11a l e ) ,  I ( )  J u n e  ( J) I( ) :  K idd I .  ( 'i ) . I 0 
J u l y  { D K ). 

Red-breaslecl Merganser 
N . B .S .0. : C h i ( Wol l' J . ) ( 2 1'c 1 1 1a lcs & I l c m a l e J . 1 0 .l u ne ( J)S t ) & 3  
.J u l y .  1·csp. ( l\.Wy ) , 
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R udely Duck 
Nesli n g :  1 .ake/M c H e n ry County l i ne ( ll la lc ,  female  & 7 vu.) .  2 .� 
.J u l y  ( D Bo ) :  Dcc;1l1w ( d rcdge 110 n d s )  ( 2 y g . )  . .1 I .J u l y  ( M D I .  ()thers: 

Deer L l ;. 1' ,  ( Lake Co)  ( llla l e ) .  late M ay-27  J u n e  ( �W ); Baker 's  I .  
( Cook Co)  ( ma l e ) .  1 2  J u ne ( C F ) :  C h i  ( W 11 1 1' L )  ( 1 1 1 a l c ) .  'i .J u n e  ( l ) S t ) :  
R i vcrc la le  ( Cook C o )  ( 2  1rn1 l cs & I m a l e ) .  I .J u l y  a n d  9 - I .1 .l u l y ,  1-cs 11. 
( W M  ): M emlota ( La S;i l  le Co) .  27  .I u n e  ( DS ): Cha 111 11a i g n  ( ma l e ). 'i 
J u l y ( II. C J :  A 1•c u l a  ( Doug las  Co)  ( l'c lll a l e ) .  'i- 1 8  J u l y  ( RC ) :  N e w lon 
L ( ad .  ma le ) .  2 3  J u ne ( U-1 . .I W .  C K ) :  1-1 L ( l'e n rn l e  ) .  24 .l u nc-2 1 J u ly 
( !CH ,  K M ,  1 1 1 .ob ) .  

A .Jl·11 w /c /J11f1/chcod (left) .l/ )('flf the .1· 1 1 1 1 1 11 1c 1 ·  1 1 1 the G/'Cul 
Ll lkc.1· Nll \ 'i l i  7 'rllining Center in Luke Countr. lf l'.\'C/' Scull/' 
is 011 the ri,i;ht .  l'lwto !liken 1 9  July 1 998 /1y Eri< ' Wu/1!·1 ·.1 . 

Os p re� 
N es t i n g :  lk1·g 1 1 1a 1 1  S l ough (Cook Co) ( 1 1cs t :  .'\ y g .  l 'i edgc d ) .  2.� .lu ly 
(CT) .  2d con l i rmed breed i n g  success i n  t h e  sl <l l C  t h i s  cc 1l l u 1·v . 
Scca1·1 i c l c  i n  t h i s  i ssue . Others:  H a111 11 t < 1 1 1  ( Rock l ;; l a ml Co) .  J u nd 
J u l y  ( K M c ) :  S t i c kney  R u n  C. i\ .  ( M c l-lc 1 1 1"y Co)  ( l' ly-hy ) .  I ( )  J u nL' 
( M W ) :  S RS I' ( 1 · ic i n i t y )  ( ad . ). 1 2  .J u l y  I C M  . .I M c ) :  S p l'l d ,  1 8-22 . I u 1 "' 
( DB ) :  C.1 1· 1 . L. 2S .l u n e  ( J ) K ) . 

M ississippi  Kite 

N esti n g :  Red ' s  Lan d i ng ( Ca l h o u n  Co)  ( one y g . in  nes t ) .  2'i J u l y - ') 
A ug .  ( .lolVl . L J(j ). sec a 1·l i c lc i n  th is i s s 1 1 c :  S t .  1Vl a 1f s R i  vc 1• ( Ralll lol  ph  
Co)  ( a d .  & subml . ) . 1 7 .J u 1 1c ( D N .  DT).  O t h e rs :  Rock C u l  .'i . I '. 
( W i  1 1 1 1ehago Co)  ( ac l . )  2!J . Ju l y-8  Aug.+ I DW. 111.olJ. ): S p l ' l d  ( suhad. ) .  
4-'J J u ne ( :  D r3 ) : Tu rkey li l u l"I\ F&WA ( R a ml o l p h  Co)  1 2 ) . 2 J u ne 
! S H  l i dc M W ) :  CJCS P ( ad . ) .  1 8  M ay+ ( C' l-I ) ,  

Bald Eagle 

Nesti n g :  i\ t  lcasl 30 act i 1·e 1 1esls  re 1mncd by May ( o l' w h i c h  J cl <l l'C 
new i n  J lJ lJ 8 )  ( .1 1 1  ). Some i n c  I udc: Jo Dav iess Cou n ty ( 8  acl i vc nes ts  
- 14  rlcdg l  i ng .s ) :  ( E A ) :  Ca1·rn J  I Cou n ly ( I ael i  vc nes l  - 2 l'ledgl  i 1 1gs )  
( [;\ ) :  M ars h a l l  County  (2  ncsls .  2 i ' ledg l i ngs eac h ) .  Apr i l /J u n e  
( M S i ) :  C l ear L ( M ason Co)  ( 2  l'lcdg l i ngs )  . . l u ne/J u l y  ( R B_j ) : l .Clrnu 
( at lcmpicd .  b u t  nes t  b lown dow11 ) ( R 8j ) :  h1 l trn1 Cou1 1 ty  ( I  lkdg
l i n g )  . .J u 11e ( A M ) : C:a1·l . L  ( B ond Co) (2 lkd g l i n g s )  ( D K J :  Wab;1sh 
County  ( ad .  & y g . ) ,  1 2  J u l y ( 1_.1-J ) :  Rando l ph C m1 n ly ( I  f ledg l i n g ) .  
1 7  J u ly  ( OT ) :  UCCI\ ( 3  1 1cs ls )  ( K M ) :  l . i lt l e  H l ac k  S l ough ( .l oh n so11 

Co)  ( I  l ' lcd g l i n g ) .  .l u 11 e  ( MCJ J :  Cypress C 1·eek  N .W. R . ( I  l'l edg l i n g ) .  
( M CJ ) :  H LC;\ ( I  nes t )  ( K M ) . O thers: n. W i n nebago Cuu nty ( p l'. ) . 
J u ne/J u l y  ( 0 \V ) :  C h i  ( M o1l l l'ose I-leac h )  ( i n1 111 . ) . 2 2  J u l y  ( .I L ) ;  C h i  
(W o l  I ' L )  ( i n1 1 1 1 . ) .  29 J u ly ( D S t  J :  S p l'lcl ( ad . ) ,  4 .I u 11e  ;111d ( s u bad . .  ) ,  1 1 1 
J u ne (1°(1 1· l'i rst Sanga 111on  County .su 111 111e 1· 1·eccmls )  ( D  8 ) ; .I aspc1· 
Cou n ly ( s u bad . ) ,  1 6  .J u n e  ( L H ) :  Pere M a rqucllc S .P .  ( ad . ) . 20 J u l y 
( K M )  

Northern Harrier 
N es t i n g :  P RS N i\ ( 6  ncsls) ,  May/Ju ly  ( . I W, EK, c l  ;i i , ) ;  easl 0 1· 
V i e n n a  ( J ohnson C o )  ( nes t  w/ h eggs) ( L M  l'ide  M W ). Others : 
S A D ,  J u n e/Ju l y  ( K Mc ) :  N ac h u sa C rass lands  (Lee/Og le  C o s )  ( p 1·. ) . 
29 M ay -7 J une ( Al-I ) :  Armw hcad ( Mc Lean C ' o )  ( l'cm a l c ) ,  24 Ju11c 
(V K ) :  El'fi ng l ia111 County  ( l'c 1mi lc ) .  9 .l u l y ( LI ] ) :  Bcckc111eye 1· ( C l i n lo i 1  
Co) ,  1 4  J u l y  ( DK ) :  K i d d  L, 27 J u l y  ( D I\. ) ;  s .w.  Fra n k l i n  Cou1 1 ty  
( 11 r  ) , 2 1 -24 J u ne ( I .S J. 

Meadowlark 



S harp-shinned Hawk 

N .B.S.O.:  M o n roe Cou n l y .  
C o ) ( atl . ) , 1 7  J u n e  ( DN .  DT) .  

Cooper's H a w k  

27 J u l y ( K M ) : Chcstc 1· ( Ra 1 1 d o l p h  

Nesti n g :  E v a n s l rn 1 ,  1 2  i\pr.-9  M ay ( bc l.Ol'c abamlon i n g )  ( l�W . .I E ) :  
Dce1· G 1·ovc F F . P .  (Cook C o )  ( 2  y g .  i n  n c s l ) .  m i d - M ay ( CF):  C h i  
( Fgger· ' s  W uml.s )  ( l enrn l e  i 1 1 c u bal i n g ) .  8 M ay ( Ds l ) a n d  ( pr. w/ 
2 yg. ) , J un e/Ju l y  ( M W ) :  S a ml Ridge N .C. ( Cook Co)  (ad.  & y g. ) .  () 
J u ly  ( W M ) :  Nonna I ( nest w/ yg. ) .  h-8 J u l y ( DB i  i'ide M r ) :  Cha111 1ia ign 
( l'crrnr l e  and rTce11l lktlg l i 1 1 g  near  11e s l ) ,  25 .fu 1 y ( RC ) :  S 11 i' lt l  ( 2  yg.  
i n  11cs l ) .  l) .l u n e  ( D B ) :  Po111on a  ( .l ack
son C o )  ( le rTi l l l l· i a l  111- . ) .  Ap 1· i l / M ay 
( K M ) :  P i n c  l l i l l s  ( Un i o n  Co)  ( l e 1Ti lo-
1· i ,1 I  111·. ) . A pr i l/May ( K M ). Others: 
S A D .  J u n e/Ju l y  ( K M c ) :  rl .e.  Cano l l  
County  ad . ) ,  1 3  J u n e  ( DW ) :  S l ickney 
Run C . A. ( M cHenry C o )  ( pr .) .  May/ 
J u l y  ( M W ) : A l 11 1ond M <1 rs h  ( Lake Co) 
( p r· . ) ,  M ay/J u l y  ( M W ) :  Ryerson C . A .  
( Lake C o ) .  2 7  May ( EW ) :  1-lo/Trnan 
Estales ( Cook Co)  (ad . ) .  2 7 .l u n e  ( A A ) :  
Palos ( S w a l l o w  Cl i ffs F.P. ) ( 2 ) ,  4 J u ne 
( DS l ) :  Weslcheslc1· (Cook Co) .  1 2  J u ne 
( DS t ) ;  W al n u l  ( 8 u r·cau C u )  ( ad. ) .  2l) 
Ju l y  ( S l3  f i d e  M W ) :  KCP. 20 J u ne 
' '\C) :  U r·bana, 27 .lu ne ( R C ) :  Jasper 

2 1 .l u l y ( DS l ) :  1 1 , M o n me Counly . 2 7 .l u l y ( K M ) :  I l , S 11 1"1 d . 2 7 Ju nc 
( D l3 ) :  lJ, De K a l b  County .  8 .l u l y  ( DS ). 

Peregrine Fal con 
Nesti ng:  Cli i  (7 1 1es ls ;  I :l  yg. fledged i'rn 111 5 o i' l lmsc n L'.s t s )  ( l' i c l c  
S L ) :  �.S i . I ,  ( y g .  i n  ncs l .  s uccc.ss 1ml  l�110w11 ) ( l'ide  S L ) .  N .B.S.O: 
Rock l'o1·d ( ad . ) .  4 J u l y  ( i ' ide DW):  LCal  ( l3 i g  M <1 1·s h )  (ad . ) .  I J u l y  
( W M ) :  Hoped a l e  (Ta/cwel l C o )  ( i nj u red ad. w /  l w o  ba11d s ) :  sent  lo 
LI o f' I w i l tl l i fe rm,cl i ca l  1va 1·d i'o1' l 1 -ca lme11 l ,  I t  I J u ly  (MS i c l  a l . ) ;  S 11 l'ld  
( ad. cha.s i n g  11 i gcon.s ) ,  2:l J u ly  ( 0 13 ) .  

Gray Partridge 
ll l i c a  ( l�a S a l l e  C o u n l y )  ( 3 ) ,  I i\ u g. 
( DS ) :  K e n d a l l  Counly  ( 2 ) .  7 .l u n c  ( C M . 
.IM c ) .  

R in g- necked P h eas a n t  
The I lJ'J8 s lalcw i llc  s 11r i  ng p h c a s a n  l c a l  I 
i nd e x  ( 1·esu l l s r·rnm 50 c rn s u s  rou te.s ) 
dec l i 11ecl 1 2 ')(. compared lo t h e  l 'J'l7 
i ndex and wa.s  42'.o be low lhe pre v i o u s  
5 -y e a r  m e a n ,  a n d  :l 6',i· b e l o w  l h c  
I Y75- l 9 Y 8  m e a n :  however·, l h e  A u g u s l  
brood i ndex ( f'rom most o f  t h e  same 
mules )  i ncreased YI<· ove1· lhc 1 997 re
.su l h  afle1· a 50% dec l i ne in I YY6 and 
anolher 1 5 '.i• dec l i n e  in  1 99 7  ( L D ) .  
M . C . :  5 I .  Fair land l3 . B .S. (Champa ig 11/ 
Pialt Cos ) .  3 J u ne ( RC ) ;  50,  M o rl l i ce l l o  
8 . 8 . S .  ( P i al l/McLean Cos ) ,  I ( ) Ju n e  
( RC ) :  2 7 ,  D<1 i ley B . B .S . ( V e rm i l i o n  Co),  
26 J u ne ( V K ). 

C u n ly ,  1 2  . l une  ( L I-I ) :  s. Co les  Counly  
1 <,I . ) .  111 i d  J u l y  ( E B  f ide  Bl-I) :  Clrn1·l es
i(J 11  ( ad . ) .  28 J u ne ( B J-I ) ;  S pfld (3 le r'r i 
.or·i e s  - i n c l . nesl  abo v e ) ,  i\pri l/.l u n c  
( D13 ) :  s .  M o1·g:111 Counly  ( 1ir. ) .  J u ne 
( M W ) :  F ie ldon ( Je 1·.scy C o )  ( acl . ) .  m i d  
J u ly ( .'l B f'i d c  M W ) :  Red H i l l s  S . P. 
( L<1 w r·e nce Co) .  1 5  J u ly ( I . I-I ) .  

A.11 udu/1 Mi 1·si.1·sif!f!i Kite 1 1 ·u.1· .1·cc11 of Hock Cut 
Stole Park in Winne/Jago Cou11ty.fi·o111 '26 July 
through / (J  A ug ust 1 998. Du11icl T. Williw11.1· 
took these / 1 1•0 photos 011  J 11ugu.11 1 998. 

C rcatcr Prairie-Chicken 
Nesting: l 'R S N A ( 9  riesl.s  & l l J  bruod.s: 
1 - 1 3  yg./hrood ) .  A 1ll" i l /.l u l y  ( .I W .  l:O: K c l  
a l . ) . 

Red -should ered H a w k  
Ne.sting: S RSP. 7 J u ne ( DS ) :  Chau ncey 
M a 1·.sh ( 1 .awrcnce Co) ( ml. & 4 fleli u-
1 i ngs ) .  I h . lu ne  (.JW, EK ) :  D i xon S p1· i  n�s 
S Y. ( Pupe Co)  ( n c.c:l w/ 3 y g . )  . .l u ne/ 
J u l y  ( LM i'ide M W ). Others: M i lan  
Botl ll lm ( Rock I s l a n d  C o )  ( 2 ) . 2 7  .l u n e  
( K M c ) ;  Du 1·and ( W i n nebago Co) .  J u ne/ 
J u l y  ( OW ) :  e. S a n g a 111 o n  C o u n t y  
( i m m . ) .  1 8  J u l y  ( D l3  ) :  R i c h v i e w  ( Wash
i nglon C o )  ( ad . ) .  8 J u ne (SB f ide M W ) :  
M o n rn e  C ' o u n l y ,  2 'i  Ju n e  ( l( M ) :  
r:ayc l lc v i l l c  ( S l. C l a i r· C o )  ( ad . ) . ea1· ly  
June  ( S 8  f"i dc M W ) . 

B road-w i nged H a w k  
Deer Grove W F Y .  ( Cook C o )  ( heard ) ,  
.\ . Ju l y  (Cf<);  Palos ( S w a l l o w  C l i ff F.P. ) 
( 2 .  su ggesled ne.sl b u i ld i n g ) .  m i d - M ay/ 
J u ne ( D S l ) :  8 c l l e  S m i l h  S pri 11g.s ( Po11c 
Co) ( 11 1'. ) , M ay/.l u l y  ( fide  IYI W ) . 

Swai nson's H a w k  
.s.c . M c H e nry Cou n ly ( 1 -2 a d . ) .  2 7  J u ne- ] ( ) A u g. ( J\ S .  S I ) ,  R I-l a ) :  
r i .c .  K a n e  County  ( 2  - acl . & i 11 1 111 . ) ,  2 7  .J u 1 1e  ( V B ) .  

Red -tailed H aw k  
Nesti ng:  s . w .  Cook Cou n t y  ( 7  1 1 cs l s ) ,  A 1ir./Ju nc ( W S ) :  M N TC ( .) 
11e.sls 1·1 e d g i 1 1 g  2 yg . e<1 c h ) .  M ;1y/Ju ne ( l ) S l ) :  H o 111e1 · ( Vem1 i l i on  C o )  
(2  successfu l  nc.s l s ) ,  M ay/J u ne ( .J S ) :  .s . w • .  h1.sper Counly  ( 3  1 1es l s ) .  
J\ 11 1· i l /.l u 11e ( .I W .  E K ). ( Kridcr'!.s ) - l'.Jan·i 11g lon l-l i l l s  ( Cook C o ) .  27  
.l u n e  ( A A ) . 

Ameri can Kestrel 
M .C. :  ' () ( m ax . I , S ;\ f ) . .l u 1 1c/,J u l y ( l\ lvl c ) ;  l h , I . i i  i 1 1 ;! .S l o n  County .  

W i l d  Turkey 
N esting:  F1·ee 1m1·l (S tephenson c,i) ( l'c
n w  l c  & 8 yg. ) .  7 A u g. ( DW ) :  M c H e nr y  
Counly  ( 2  prs. ) ,  1 4  J u ne ( D W ) :  G LPSP 
(8 egg.s ) ,  M ay (S8 fide M W ) : Al i iens  
( Me n ard Co)  ( 2  ad. ,  14  l a 1·ge yg . ) .  4 
Aug.  ( V K ) :  Sa11g. L ( 1 2  y g . ) .  I A u g .  
( D B ) :  P R S N A  ( I  11e s l ) .  M ay (.IW. C K ) :  
W a s h i nglon  C o u n t y  ( ad.  w/ yg. ) ,  8 .l u n e  
( S 8  f' ide M W ): M e rn1el l ,  C: . A .  ( 2  ad .. 7 
yg. ) ,  1 8  .Ju l y  ( R C ) .  Others:  Kend a l l  
Cou 1 1 ly  ( 5 ) . 3 0  M ay ( D S J :  M ahorncl 
( C h a 111 1i a i g11 Co)  ( 5 ) ,  1 3  J u n e  ( RC ) :  
fas 11er Cou nty ( 3 ) . 7 J u ne ( RC ) :  M ad i 
s o n  Cou n ly ,  2 5  .lu ne ( KM ) .  

Northern Bobwhite 
Ne.sting:  PRSNA (2 nes ls ) ,  M ay/Ju l y  
( J  W ,  E K ) .  l\•LC.:  6'), F lora l3 .l3 .S. (Clay 

Co) .  6 J u ne (RC) :  5 I ,  Yale  r-l . l� . S .  ( J as 11c 1•/ f-<Jfi nglrn111 Cos) ,  7 J u ne 
( RC ) :  44. C o l u mb i a  B . 13 .S .  ( Mo n roe Co) ,  l :l . l u n e  ( K M ) :  40. 
S l i l l wc l l  13 . B . S .  ( Ha n cock Co) .  1 0  J u n e  ( V K ) :  :l7 ,  Beave1·da111 L 
13 . li .S . ( Pope Co) ,  1 7  J u n e  ( V K ) :  36 ,  A l k i n son 8 . 11 . S .  ( H e n 1·y C o ) ,  
24 J u ne ( K M c ) ;  33 ,  B u rn l  Prai 1· ic  l3 .l3 .S . ( W h i le Co) ,  2 .l u n e  ( V K ) :  
2 lJ ,  S p l.I d .  1 7  . Ju nc ( D 1-l J :  2 8 .  Ca 111 1i l 'oi  1 1 l  Ii . li . S .  ( Adams C o ) ,  9 J u n c  
( V K ) : 2 7 ,  I-J uda B. 13. . 'l . ( B u reau/Slark Co.s ) ,  2:l .l une ( KM c ) :  2 'i ,  S l .  
Morga11 B .B . S .  ( M ad i son C o ) ,  2 5  J u ne ( KM ) : 2 5 ,  13e l k n a p  li . 13 .S . 
( .J o h n s o n  Co) ,  5 J u ne (V K ) :  2 1 .  S h c l'f'ie l d  1-l .l-l .S . ( B L1 1·eau Co) ,  1 7  
.J u n e  ( KM c ) .  Others: W i 11 1 1cbag" Cm111 ly (:l ) ,  30 May ( DW ) :  
1-loonc Cou 1 1 ly ,  1 4  J u ne ( D W ) .  Annual Bob w h ite Call Count 
Results :  The State w i d e  J u n e  cal l i ndex s h o wed < I ll  i n c 1·c:1 ;,c of 'J ', :  
s i nce  I 9'! 7 .  h u l  i .s  s l i l l  1 8 '.i he l o w  L i le  1 11can o l" thc pasl  5 yca1 ·s  and 
2 3 ',; he low Lhe 111can o i" l h e  1rn :. l  2 3  year s ( l  . D ) .  



K i n g  Rai l  
Nesting: PRS N A  (2  broods o l  u p  lo 3 yg.) .  Ju ne/J u ly (JW,  EK).  
Others: GLPS P, 20 .l une ( . ln M )  and 4 Aug. (SH  l ' idc  M W ); ICCA. 
3 Ju ly  (RC) ;  c. Ha ncoc k County (pr.) ,  10  .J u ly ( S Fl fide M W ) ; 
Wabash County  (ad. ) , ] J u l y  ( L H ) .  

Virgi n ia H. a  i i  
S t ic kney Run  C.A. ( Mc Hen ry C o )  ( pr . ) .  l hru J u ne ( M W ) ;  Mora i ne 
H i l l s  S .P. (McHenry Co)  ( 111'. ) ,  l hru .J u n e  ( M W ) ;  B rnbcrg M a 1·sh 
( Lake Cu )  ( 3 ) ,  t h 1·u J une ( MW ) ;  Lake V i l l a  (Lake Co), l lm1 M ay 
( M W ) ;  G LPSP, 23 June  ( J H ,  B G )  and 4 Aug. (SB  f'ide M W ). 

Sora 
Mora i n e  H i l l s  S.P. ( Mc H c n 1·y Co) (pr. ) ,  lhru M ay ( M W ) ;  A l nrnml 
Marsh (Lake C u )  ( p 1'. ) . .  l u n c ( M W ) ;  G LPS P ( 2 ) ,  I J u ne ( .I H ,  BG) and 
(4), S Aug.  (SH ride M W ) ;  c. La Sal l e  Cou n ty , 2 1  J u ne ( D S t ) ;  Jasper 
County (llla lc cal l ing) .  9 J une ( LH ) ; Lawrence Cou n ty , 1 5  Ju ly 
(LH). 

PURPLE G A L L J N ULE 
Nesting: Mern1et L C.A .  ( M assac Co) (4 ads • .  one nest located, 2 
broods of 1 -4 yg. observed), 1 1  J u ly-9 Aug .+ ("FB - v ideo, 111 .ob.) 
See art i c l e  in t h i s  i s s ue.Others: Dow (Je rsey Co) ( ad .  fou n cl 
i n j ured) ,  2X J u ne (died, 30 June )  ( L'H;  :• ••spec i m en now at l l l i nu i s 
State M useu lll ) .  

Common Moorhen 
Nesting: Mora i ne H i l l s  S .P. ( M c H e n ry Co) (ad. w/ 3 y g . ) ,  1 7  J u l y  
( S D ,  L K )  and (p 1" w /  5yg . ) , 1 1  A ug. ( EW ) ;  St i ckney R u n  C . A .  
( M c H e n l'y C o )  (p 1 ·. w/ yg. ) ,  J u n e/J u l y  ( M W ) ;  A l m ond M a r s h  ( Lake 
Co) (2  pr. w/ 5 yg.) ,  J une/J u l y  ( MW ); B roberg M arsh ( Lake Co) (2+ 
pr., w/ 4 yg.) ,  J une/Ju l y  ( MW ) ;  Lake V i l la (Lake 0)) (2  pr.  w/ 1 6  

y g . ) ,  J u ne/Ju l y  ( M W J ; Wadsworth ( Lake Co) ( pr. w/ X yg. ) .  J u ne/ 
J u l y  ( M W ) :  Deer L. F.l'. ( Lake Co) (5 broods = 2 8  yg . ) .  2 2-2'! Aug.  
( EW ) ;  LCal  (5  broods = 25 yg.  + I nesl ) 1 7  J u ne- ea1·ly Aug. ( W M .  
DSt) ;  C h i  ( Eggc 1·.s Woods)  (2  broods = 5 yg. ) ,  1 7 A u g .  ( l) S t ) ;  
Hea1·dstown M arsh (Cass  Co)  (falll i l y ) ,  J u ly - 1 9  Aug.  ( M W , PW). 
Others: LCal (Meal  (3 s u 1ip le lllcn la l  s i tes w i th I or mo1·e. ads . ) .  
.lu n e/J u l y  ( W M ) ;  A 1·co l a  (D < J L1g las Co ) ,  1 8  J u l y  ( RC ) .  

American Coot 
Nesting:  McHenry/L•tke  Cou n ty l i ne (4 pr. . w/ yg . ) , mid .J u l y  
( M W ) ;  A l mond M ai ·sh (Lake C o )  (2  b rnods = 1 2  y g . ) ,  J u ne/J u ly 
( M W ) ; Deer L .  F.P.  ( Ltke Col  ( 1 4  yg. ) .  22 Aug. ( EW ) ; Ch i ( Egge r ' s  
Woods) (2 pr . . 4 y g . ) ,  May/J u l y  (M W ) ;  LCa l ( Hcgcw i sch Mars h )  ( 2  
broods = 'J yg.J, ] J u l y  ( W M ): R i verda le  (Cook C o )  ( 2  broods = 4 
yg. ) . lJ J u l y  ( W M ) ;  Decatur ( d 1·cclge pond s )  (20 ads. & 40 yg. ) .  1 7-3 I 
J u ly+ ( M D ) .  Others: McHen1·y/Lake County l i ne ( 5  prs. w i th 
20-25 yg . ) ,  27 Ju l y  ( S D ) ;  C h i  (Egge1·s Woods) (') ads. ) ,  I J u ly ( W M ) ;  
Heyworth (McLe<tn Co) . 7 J u n e  ( MP);  Sangamon County (+) , Ju ne/ 
J u l y ,  w i th l llax. cou n t (6), 3 J u n e  ( D B ) :  A rco l a ( Do u g l as Co) (4). 2 1  
J une and ( I ) , t lm1 1 8  J u l y  ( RC) ; J aspe 1· County  (2 ) ,  1 2  J u ne (LH ) ;  
Wabash Cou n ty (2), 3 J u l y  ( L H ) :  H L .  20 J u ne-2 J u l y  ( FH ) :  
rayctlev i l l e  ( S L. Cla ir  Co ) (7 ) ,  ear ly J u n e  ( S H  fide M W ). 

Sandhil l  C ra n e  
Nesting: S t ickney l {un  C.A. ( McHenry Co) ( 2+ p r. ) ,  tlm1 M ay 
( M W ) ;  A l mond Marsh ( Lake Co) ( nest: l"a i l ccl), 25 Apr. ( M W J: 
H robcrg M arsh (Lake Co) ( pr. w/ yg.). M ay/J u l y  ( M W J; Lake V i l l :1 
(Lake Co) (nest ,  pr.cdatt:cl ) ,  May ( MW J; DPRWDP (2 ad. w/ yg.) ,  25 
J u l y ( AS ) ;  Deer L .  F.P. (Lake Co) ( 2  p1·. = 3 yg.) ,  22 Aug.  (EW);  
Wauk.  ( 2  yg . ) ,  1 1  May (RB). Others: Fu l ton N.P .  (Cnrrn l l  C o )  (6) ,  
J un e/J u l y  ( K M c ) :  W i n n eb ago Cou n ty (2 prs . ) ,  J u n e/.T u l y  
(DW):Lakewood F.P.  (Lake Co) ( pr. ) , I 7 J u n e  (CF) ;  M arshal l  
Coun ty (pr) , Apr i l /J u l y ( p resent s i nce l "a l l  o l

. I '!'!7) ( M S i ,  LR et <i i . ) .  
Killdeer 
Nesting:  Jo Dav iess County ( newl y  hatched yg.), 24 J u l y  (DW ) ;  
Sangamon County ( I  I broods) , I M ay-1 1 J u ly  ( D B ) . M . C . :  1 7 1 ,  
S p l'l d ,  l O J  u nc (D l3 ) :  I 02, I .CNP, 1 2  .J u l y  ( C M . J Mc: ) :  87 ,  L i v i ngs ton 
Coun ty , 2 1  .J u l y  ( D S l ) :  (i() ( 111ax , ) , S AD, .lu n e/J u l y  ( [( Mc ) ;  Yi,  

Monroe Cou n ty . 27 . I  u ly ( K M ) ;  .'i."i,  l luda l l .  l � .S.  ( lh1 1·cau/S tark 
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Cos ) ,  23 .J u n e  ( K M c ) :  37, Yale  H . B . S .  (Jaspcr/Effi nghant  Cos ) ,  6 
J u ne ( RC); 29, A t k i nson H . B  . .S. ( He n ry Co), 24 June ( K Mc ) ;  22 ,  
Heyworth ( McLean Co) ,  I]  J u l y  ( MF. TBu ). 

B l ack-necked S t i l t  
Nesting: n .c .  Massac Co u n ty ( n c., l w/ 4 eggs;  nest  1 luoded out jus t  
pr ior  lo hatc h i ng) .  1 -5 .J u ne  (FB,  VK,  C H  - photo) . ;  s .w . fockso11 
Cou nly (2 ) .  28 Ju ly-2 Aug. (Rh M, 1 1 1 .ob.) then  (2 ad . ,  2 111cd i u 1n-s i 1.cd 
yg. ) ,  2 2-29 J\ ug .  (RhM ,  LWr cl  a l . ) .  Others: C. Carie Ci i ra1·dem1 
( A l exandc 1· Co)  (ml . ) . l 'J .J u ly ( M R  el a l . ) . 

Spottecl Sandpiper 
Nesting: 1 Jcc1 · G rnve E F.P. (Cook Co) (6 ads . . 2 dow ny yg. ) .  (i . l u l y  
( C F ) :  LCal ( yg . ) ,  7 J u ne ( C A ) ;  I .CNP (2 ad . ,  3 yg . ) .  5 J u ly (CM. 
J Mc) .  M.C.: lh  (ads . ) ,  LCa l .  J u ne/J u l y  (WM).  Others: Pa la t i ne  
(Cook Co ) ( 1 -2 p1·. ) ,  m id-M ay to Mid J u l y  (CF) :  LChau (6 ) ,  1 6  J u ly 
(RBj). 

Uphrnd S a nd p i per 
Nesti ng: M NTP (50 rirs . ) ,  M ay/Ju l y (B D); Dccatut· (a irpo n )  (p1'. w/ 
3 yg.) .  1 2-3 1 J u l y  ( M D ) ;  P R S N A  (5  prs . ,  3 n ests l ocated ) ,  M ay/J u l y  
(.TW, EK cl  a l . ) .  Others: S A D  ( 1 5  l llax . ) ,  .lu ne/Ju l y ( K Mc);  
N achusa Grass l ands (Lee/Ogle  Cos) ( 2  ad.),  lhru 1 2 June ( AH ) :  
Ea1·l v i l l e  ( La Sa l le C o )  ( 11 1 ' . ) . June/Ju l y  (CM fide DS) ;  Carthage 
( H a n cock Co) (ad. ) ,  I O .J u n e  (V K ) ;  c.  H a ncock County (<1d. ). 1 7  J u ne 
( AM o ) ; Savoy (Cham pa i gn Co) ( 2  prs. d i s lrnct ion  d i sp lays ) , 1 4  

J u ne , bu t  on l y  2 mules  rem a in ed a f'lcr f'loml i ng, 2 1 J u ne (RC ) ;  
Charleston (a iq101'l )  ( p resent t h rough al least  2 X  May ( B H ) :  S p<u'!:• 
(Randol ph Co),  I L) J u l y  ( '''T D J .  

Whi te-ru mped Sandpiper 

N.ll.S.O.:  S pfld, 30 Ju ne ( D B ). 

Common S n ipe 
GLPS P  (2 ad. ) .  20 .l u n e  ( A S )  and ( 2 ) .  4 A ug . (SH f'i dc M W ) ;  c .  La 
Sa l l e  County .2 1 J u ne ( DS t ) .  

A merican Woodcock 
N esti ng: I B S P  ( 8 - i n c l .  3 yg . ) .  27 .J u n e  (EW.  J E J :  M NTP (ad. w/ 3 
yg. ) ,  8 J u ne (DS t ) ;  S p l'ld (4 yg . ) ,  I M ay ( D B ) ;  Newlon L ( nes t w/ 4 

egg s ) ,  7 M ar. ( L H  cl ;1 1 . ) ;  PRSNA (3 nests ) .  Apr i l/May ( J W  .. EK).  
Others: Lakew ood F.P.  ( Lake Co)  (:l), 1 7  J u ne (CF) ;  Deer G rnvt: 
E F.P. (Cook Co).  5 J u l y  (CF)  and ( 3 ) .  23 J u l y  (M W ) : LC:tl ( 2 ) .  8 
J u l y  ( W M ) ;  Ch i  ( Powdcrhorn M arsh ).  6 J u n e  ( W M ) ;  Zander Woods 
(s. Cuok Co ) . 1 3  J une & 26 J u l y  ( W M ) ;  Cal umet C i ty  Pra ir ie  (Cook 
Co). 1 4  June ( W M ): Lone G rove F.P. ( Kane Co). 26 June (DS) :  
GLPSP, 23 J u ne ( J H .  HG) .  

Parasitic ,Jaeger 
N.B.S.O. S p l'l d  (2""/3"' ·yea1· b i rd chas i n g  Forste1" s Terns and 
R i ng- b i l led G u l l .s ) .  22-2� .lu n e  ( 'OB ) .  

Laughi n g  G u l l  
N . B .S.O.:  E v anston (m l . ) ,  1 6  Ju ly  ( J B  fide DS t ) ;  Ch i  ( a d . ) ,  2 X  
May-5 J u l y  ( M B  i i d c  W M ) ;  S p fld  ( s u bad . ) ,  1 6 .lu ne ,  then (ad.) ,  
20-23 June  & 22 July and ( i 1n rn . ) .  30 June  ( 0 13 ). 
Bonapa rte's G u l l  
N.B.S.O.:  IBSP  ( ad .  & i m lll . ), 25 J u ly+ (AS ) ;  LCN I' ( l ' '-year), 1 2  
Ju ly  (CM, .J Mc): S pfld ( i 1nm.J ,  1 7  & 2 1  June ( D B ). 

Ring-billed G u l l  
Nesti ng: W a u k  ( c s l .  5XO nes ts ) , 3 1  May (EW) ;  I ,Cal (co l ony 
est imated at arnuncl 1 2 ,( ) l ) ( )  nests; j uven i l es I "  noted, 27 J u ne ( JL) .  
(72  rnad - k i  l ied a long S tony /\ venue) ,  2X June (WM) ;  LCN P  ( I  
u n successful nest ,  may <lllem p l  aga i n i n  the i 'u ture ) ,  7 June (CM, 
JMc) .  N .B.S.O.:  H a m pton ( R ock I s land Co) (250) ,  Ju ne/Ju ly  
( K M c ) ;  l ,CNP (72  -- 22  acl., 50 su bad.) ,  .J u ne/J u ly (CM ,  JMc ) ;  
LChau ( e s t .  254 ) .  I h Ju ly  ( R Bj ) :  S p rid ( S i l+ ) ,  J une  (DB) :  H L  ( 1 85 ) ,  
1 7  Ju ly  ( K M ) .  M.C. ( away fru111 known colonies) :  200,  Sp l'l cl , 1 5  

Ju ly  (DB) .  

Meadowlark 
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S p  rid ( J • 1  su m 1 1 1c 1· b i  1·d ) .  l lm1 1 4 J u 11e ( J )  I i  -w/ pos.s i  h i e  v i deo 
tape <I V < 1 i l a h l c ). 

H e r r i n g  C u l l  

Nesti ng:  11aker' s I .  ( Cook C o )  ( 1w. 11es l i 1 1g  bu i l d i 11 g  lo I 

l l edg l i 11 g ) .  :10 M ay - m i d -J u l y  ( C l ' ) :  l .C '<1 I ( co lo 1 1y  cs l i malcd 
al l ess  t h a11 200 1 1cs ls :  _j u ve 1 1 i l e s  1 · 1  1 1o lcd.  2 7  .l u 1 1 c )  ( .I I . ) . 
N . B . S . O . :  L C N P ( 8  s u b < 1 d . ) . 7 J u 11 e  ( C M  . . I M c J :  
LS h e  I (  M o u l L 1· i c  C o )  ( ad . ) .  5 
J u l y  ( RC ) . 

Great Black-backed C u l l  
N .B.S.O.: C h i  ( C i ra 1 1 t  l\ 1 r k )  
( J ' 1 -Sll l l l l l ler ) .  20 & 22 J u l y  
( DS l ) . 

Caspi a n  Tern 
N.B.S.O.:  Red w i 11 g  S l ou g h  
( Lake C o )  ( 1 0  a d .  & l h  
l'l cdgcd yg.  - - h u l  no c v i -

e 11cc o !" l o c a l  breedi 11g ) .  
J u l y ( M W ) :  1 11 S P  ( 8 .  1 2 & 
1 2) .  4. I I & 25 J u l y ,  1·esp .  
( AS ) : W m1 k  (h) ,  4 .l u l y  ( A.'i ) :  
B ake1· 's I "  ( Cook Co)  (3  & 1 4).  4 & - l ate" J u ly .  resp. (CF) :  Chi  
( l akc l 'rn n l ) .  J u 11e/J u l y ,  h u l  _j u v cn i l cs a 11 11ca1-cd. 24 J u l y  ( .I L ) :  Chi  
( W 1l l i" L )  (8  & h) .  5 & I 0- 1 11 J u 11e. 1·esp. ( D S l ) :  LC a l  ( 1 - 2  ads . )  J u 11c/ 
J u l y  ( W M ) :  S 11 l" l d  ( + ). 20- 2 2  J u 11c  ( D I� ) .  
Common Tern 
Nest ing:  W a u k  ( 20 ad .. 7 l " lcdgcd yg. ) .  1 3-27 J u l y  ( D D .  A l l o ) ,  
Others : I B S I' ( 1 2 ) .  1 1  J u l y  ( i\ S ) . 

Forster ' s  Tern 
N.B.S.O.:  11a lm" s L ( Cook Co). 1 1 J u l y ( C T ) :  Cvan s lo11 . 30 J u 11e 
(.)E ) :  S 11 l'l d .  22 .J u 1 1c ( DB ). 

Least Tern 

Possi ble nesting: w. ;\ l c xamlcr Cou 1 1 ty ( ml . ) . 1 8  .I LI l y  ( RC ) :  W abash 
R i vc 1· ( Wabash C o )  (ml .  ca1·ry i n g  food ) .  3 J u l y  aml ( 4-5 b i rds i 1 1 c l .  
I y g . J, 1 8- l lJ Ju l y ( I .H J . N . B .S.O. : Ncwlon L ( Jas 11er Co J ( ad . ) . 1 5 
Ju 11e ( .] W .  E K ) :  r:ou 11 l a l i 11 Ci-eek  ( M o n roe Co) .  I J u l y  ( DK ) :  S p rl d  
( ad . ) .  l l) .J u n e  ( D l3 ) . 

Black Tern 
Nesti ng:  Mcm1 i n c  H i l l s  .'l . P. ( M c l-l e 1 1 ry Co) ( 6 0 11e s l s ) .  J u 11c ( EW ) :  
11 rnberg M arsh ( l .ake C o )  ( 2 0  11 r  . . + 1 1est s ) ,  .J u 11c/J u l y  ( M W ), 
Others: Ci l ac i a l  l'a 1·k ( M c l-l c 1wy C o )  ( 2 ) . 5 J u l y  ( AS ) :  Lakewood 
r:.P. ( Lake Co) ( 2 ) . 1 7 J u ne ( CF ) .  

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE 

Nest i n g :  Chi  ( L i 11 co l 11 Pa1·k-Mcrn t rose ) .  I 1 nolcd in  A p r i l  <lml by 27  
J u ly h ad u ml c 1·go11e 4 u 11 success l"u l  n es l i 11 g  al lc 1 11 11ts ( J I , , 1 11 .ob. ) :  
N o k o m i s  ( 1Vlonlgome1·y C o )  ( 1 0. i 11 c l ud i 11g yg . ) .  2 2  J u ne ( M R ) . 
Others: G rand R idge ( La S a l l e  C o )  ( 11 1·. ) .  5-11 .J u 11c ( C M  • .I M c ) :  
Carrnl  I l o 1 1 ( CJ 1'Cc11e C o )  . . I  u nc/.1 u l y  ( bas ica l l y  a l  I s 11 1· i 1 1 g  a n d  s u m  mer. 
1 · 1  1 1o lecl l hcre 2 yea1·s ago ) ( ' ' 1- I W .  J D-11 lrnlo) .  

WHITE- WINGED DOVE 
F I RST I LU N O I S RECO R D :  H o m e r  ( Ve m 1 i l io 1 1  C o )  ( heard a11d 
scrn ) ,  2 2  J u l y  ( 1 ,I S-plmlos ) . Sec a 1  l i c l c  i 11 l h i s  i ss u e ,  

M o u rn i n g  Dove 
Nest ing:  Ncw ll l ll I .  ( � :l 1 1cs l , ) .  A 1l l " i 1 /.1 LI l y  ( .I W .  [ [( ). i\ l .C. :  200. 

M o 11 rnc C o u n l y .  27  J u l y  K+( K M ) :  1 04. S p f' f c l ,  30 J u l y  ( D B ) :  '!8 .  
L i v i ngston Cou1 1 ly ,  2 1 J u l y  ( D S l ) :  lJ.'l . Fl ora B. 13.S. ( C l ay Co) .  h 
.J u 11c ( RC ) :  7 3 .  11c l lrn a p  11 . H.S . ( .i o lrn,011 Co).  5 J u 11c ( V K ) :  5 2 .  
l'u la .s k i  11 . 13 .S .  ( i' u l <1 sk i/J\ l c.x a 1 1de 1· Cos ) .  3 J u ne ( V K ) :  50. l > u rn l  
l ' ra i 1 · ic 8 . 13 .S/  ( W h i te  C o ) .  2 .J u 1 1 c  ( V K ). 

Black-bi l led C uckoo 
Chi ( Wei l l ' I . ) .  l h  .l i l 11 c  ( J ) S l ) :  l� M S I '. <i  .l u 11c ( . 1 1 1 1VI ) :  I .Ca l , 28  J u l y  
( .I I_ . ) ;  K C ! ', ;i o  Ju n c  ( l<.C ) :  Chau  1 1ccy 1\il a 1 s l 1  ( J .,1 w 1·c ncc C o )  ( + ) .Ju  1 1c 

I','1 1  msiw1 Co/lo / 'cd-JJ01'es ut Mont rose Hu !'/Joi', Cook 
County. 13 June 1 YY8. Photo /Jy Eric Wolters. 

( .J W .  l:: K ) . N.B.S.O.:  M ern1el I .  ( M assac C o )  ( ad , ) .  25 J u l y  ( D J  c l  
a l . ) .  

Yellow - h i l led C u ckoo 
M .C. :  1 8 .  f'ayct lev i l  le ( S t. C l <1 i r  Co) .  ear ly  .J u 11c ( S G  fide M W ) :  1 2 .  
C o l u m b i a  B .B.S . ( Mo11roc C o ) .  1 3  J u 11c ( K M ) : 1 1 . S pfl d ,  1 7  J u n e  
( D H ) :  I 0 .  Y a le 11 . 11.S. (.laspe 1·/Elfi 111,! lrnm Cos l .  7 J u n c  ( RC ) :  11 ,  M i  l a 11 
Holloms ( Rock I s land Co). 2lJ .l u n e  ( K M c ) :  5 .  K C P. 20 J u ne ( RC ) .  

B a rn  Owl 
Nesti ng: S .c . C h r i s l i <1 1 1  C o u 11 ly (2  yg.  ready lo  rlcdge ) .  4 ;\ u g .  ( .I Wi .  
c l  al . ) :  s .e. LJ 1 1 i o 11 Cou11 Ly ( .1 y g. i n  a ' i l o ) .  l ti l'vL1 y  ( C l-I c l  a l , ) . solllc 
b i rds prcse 1 1 l  l h n1 J u l y  ( 11 1 .ob. ) .  Others: S 11eci me11 ( f 'e m a l c )  ( 111·c
su mccl or l oca l or ig i 11 )  p i ck e d  u 11 in C l ark County i 11 f\ ugu>l  ( :' I i d e  
R S ) .  

Eastern Screech-Owl 
Nest ing:  lJ 1·lxrna ( ad . & 2 y g . ) .  1 0 J u ne m C J :  H o m e r  ( Vc l'll1 i l i crn 
C o )  (.'l yg. rl cdgcd),  M ay ( JS ) .  

G reat H orned Owl 
Nest ing:  s .  w .  Jas 11e 1· Cou11ly (3 1 1c .s l .s ) .  A 111" i  I /May ( J  W. E K ) .  

Barred Owl 
Nest ing:  Macki 1 1aw SF&WA ( ad.  w/ yg. ) .  7 J u 11c  ( M F ). M . C . :  ti. 
Was h i ngton C o u 11 ly  C.A .. lJ J u ne ( S l-l fi de M W ). 

S h ort-cared 0\1 I 
Nest ing:  P l<. S N i\ ( 3  nc:;ls -- 1 sl k n o w 11 ' i 1 1ce I '!'!4) .  A 11r i l /J u 11c ( J W .  
E K  c l  a l . ) . 

Common N i g h t h a w k  
S R S I" ( 7  csl  l c r r i  lOJ"ies  ) .  8 Ju 11 c  ( R 11_ 1 ). V c r y  scarce i 11  scvc1·,i1 a 1·cas . 

Chuck-wi l l 's -widow 
S RS F  (3 lerr i lori c s ) ,  8 J u 1 1c ( F<Hj ) :  R a n d o l p h  Cou n ly C . 1\ .  ( 2  
m a l e s ) ,  2 Ju 11c ( S B  J " idc M W ) :  Lake M u  1· 11 h y s l10rn S .P.  ( Ja c kson C o )  
(2  m a l e s ) .  2 J u ne ( S H  f ide  M W ). 

W h i p-poor- w i l l  
N <1 c h usa  Ci rns:; l a 1 1ds ( Lee/Og le  Cos ) ( m a l e ) .  l l) J u 11e ( A l-I ) :  S R S F  
( 1 34 e s t .  t c 1Ti t01 ·i c s ) .  8 .J u n e  ( R Bj ) : W as h i ngton Cou 1 1 ly  C.J\. ( 2 2  
1 1 1< 1 l c s ) .  l) .l u n e  ( S l-l f'i d c  M W ) :  Ramlol 11 h  County  C . A . ( 30+ nia le ., ) .  
2 J u 11e (SB f idc  M W ). D i �;c1 11 11ca1·i n g  I mm S angamon Cou 1 1 ly  ( D G  ) .  

C h i mney Swift 
M . C. :  2.'il l .  S pi' l d  . .'i J u 11c C DB ) :  I UO. I IL. 1 5 J u n e  ( K M ) . Others: 
50- 1 IJO road-k i I l s  d u  1 · i 1 1g i 1 1c le  m e n l  weal  he 1  a l  S 11 1· i ng f "i c l d  d <1 m .  3 - 'i 
.J u n e  ( l ) li ) ,  
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R u by-throated H u m m i n gb i rd 
M.C. :  1 5  (a l  feeders), W. l'rnnkforl, 28 J u l y  ( LS ) :  1 2 , .J oh nson 
Cou n ly ,  2 8  Ju l y  ( K M ) ;  'l ( 7  1 1 1a lcs ,  2 l"cma lcs ) .  KCP. 2 1 1 J u ne ( R C J. 
Others :  Sand R idge N .C. (Cook Co)  (rna lc ) ,  1 5  .l u ly (WM ) ;  Zander 
Woods F.P.  (Cook Co) ( ma le ) ,  2h Ju l y  (WM) .  

Bel ted K ingfi s h e r  
M.C. :  8,  Mon roe Cou 1 1 l y ,  27 J u l y  ( K M ) :  h, S <1ng . ,  2'J J u l y  (DB) .  
Reel-headed Woodpecker 

Nesting: C u ba Marsh  ( Lake Co) ( pr. feed i ng yg. ) ,  4 & I I J u l y  (CF) ;  
e. S anga111011  Coull ly (several yg. ) ,  1 2  J u l y+ ( D  fl ) ;  Homer  ( V cr111 i l 
ion Co) ( 2  succcss l "t1 l 11cs l s ) ,  M ay/June  ( JS ) . M.C.:  20 & I l l. M i la 1 1  
ffol lo 111 s (Ruck I s l and  Co) ,  1 2  & 1 1 J u ly , 1-esp. ( K M c ) ;  9 ,  Pa los  (2  
local ions ) .  2 Ju ly  (OS I ) ;  7 ,  S p l 'ld. 7 J u n e  & 2l) J u l y  ( 0 13 ) ;  7 ,  Pe1·e 
Ma 1·q uelte S.P. ,  20 J u ly ( K M ). Others: U ppe1· I l l i no i s  R i ve r  v a l l ey 
-no i 111111alu 1-es l h i s  s u mmer (DS) .  

Reel-bel l i ed Woodpecker 
M.C. :  1 9 , M i l an flottorn s  ( Rock I s land Co), 1 8  J u ly  ( K Mc) ;  1 7 , 
Ya le  B . B .S .  ( Jaspe1 ·/EITi ngham Cos ) ,  7 .l u ne ( R C ) ;  1 5 . S p rlcl,  1 3  
June  ( D B ) ;  1 3 , Pa los (4 locat ions) ,  2 J u ly (DS l ) ;  1 3 , C o l u m b i a  
B . 13 . S .  ( M onroe C o ) ,  1 3  J u n e  ( KM) .  

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
S AD (2 ) ,  June/Ju l y ( K M c ) :  MPSP.  I 0 J u n e  ( KM c ). 

Downy Woodpecker 
M.C.:  33 ,  Palos (4 loca l ions ) .  2 J u l y  ( D S l ) :  l lJ .  M i lan  B olto1ns 
( Rock I s land Co) ,  1 2  J u l y  ( KM c ) :  1 2. S pfl d ,  7 J u n e  ( D fl ) .  

H a i ry Woodpecker 
Nesting:  Deer G rnvc E F.P. (Cook Co)  ( ma l e  feed i n g  yg.) .  7 J u ne 
( C F ) .  IVI.C. :  I 0, Palos (4 l ocal i on s, 2 J u l y  ( 0S l ) ;  7 ,  M i l an  13ol loms 
( Rock I s l and Co).  2 l )  J u ne ( KM c ) :  5 ,S pfld. 1 3  J u ne ( 0 13 ) :  3 .  Deer 
G rove W F.P. ( Cook Co). 1 4  J u ne ( C f'' ) .  

Northern Flkkcr 
M.C.: 27. Pa los (4  l ocal ions ) .  2 J u l y  ( DS l ) :  1 5  ( max . ) , SJ\ D,  J u ne/ 
J u ly  ( K M c ) :  1 2 . S 11 l'l d .  2 1  J u n e  ( D B ). 

Pileated Woodpecker 
Nesti ng:  S 11fl d ( R i vers i de Park ) (yg. ) ,  I h Ju ly  ( 0 13 ) . M.C.: (J  & 'i. 
M i l an Bol lorns ( Rock l s l a11cl Co). 29 J u ne & 1 8  .J u l y .  1·esp . ( K M c ) :  
5 .  CJLPSP. I O .J u l y ( S B  J'i de M W ): 4 ( max. ) .  S A i ) .  J u ne/J u ly ( KMc ) :  
4. S pfl d ,  7 J u ne & I h J u l y ( D li ) : 4 .  1-'ayel lcv i I le  ( S l .  C l  a i  1 ·  C o ) .  ca1· l y 
J u ne (SH  fide MW) .  

Easter n  'Nood-Pewee 
M . C . :  30, l'alos (4 locat ion s ) .  2 J u l y  ( D S L ) ;  20+ ( rn a les ) , Iroq uo i s  
C o .  C . J\ . ,  3 J u l y  (RC ) :  1 8 , Deer CJrove  W F.P. (Cook C o ) ,  1 4  .l u ne 
(Cr') :  I h, Mack i nmv SF& WA,  7 J u ne ( M F ) :  1 2 . /'.amlel' Womls F.P. 
( Cook Co) ,  in J u n e  ( W i\11 ) :  1 2  & 1 1 , M i l a n  Bot lorn� ( Rock I s l and 
Co).  l l) & 1 2  J u l y ,  1·es 11 .  ( K M c ) :  1 1 , S p l'l d .  7 .J u ne ( D l3 J :  1 0, Deci
Gmvc C F.P. (Cook Co), I 0 .l u ne (CF) . 

A cacl i a n  Flycatch e r  
Roc k l"ord ( 5 ) .  Ju n e/J u l y ( O W ) :  McClaughry S pr ings  F.P. (Cook 
Co),  6 June ( C A )  & 30 J u ne ( DS l ) :  Rcdgalc Woods F.P. (Cook Co) ,  
8 J u l y ( D S l ) ; G 1·een l . F . P . (Cook Co) ,  1 6 .fu ne (DS l J :  LMSF (4) ,  1 4  
J u ne (.l n M ) ; Fieldon (Jci·scy Co) ( 1 0 ) .  1 2  .l une  ( S B  ficle M W ) :  
Hoylc lon (Was h i nglon C o )  ( 7  ma les ) ,  9 J u ne ( S li J' i d c  M W ) :  
Fayet te v i l le ( S l  C l a i r  Co)  ( 1 2 ) ,  ea1· ly  J u n e  ( S B  l'i cle MW) ;  Mcrn1c l  
L C. A .  (4 ) .  lh  J u l y  (KM) .  

Alder Flycatc h e r  
N .B .S.O.:  B arr i ngton H i l l s (Cook Co) ( ma le ) ,  27 Ju ne ( /\ A ) .  

Willow Flycatcher 
Nest ing:  TBSP  Cl  lcrr i lo1· i cs ) .  27  Ju ne ( CW, JE): Chi ( Wo lf  LJ ( 11r .  
reed i n g  2 recent fled l i ngs ) ,  'i A11g. (DS t ) ;  l 'RS N A  ( I  nes l ) ,  J u l y  
( J W ,  EK) .  M .C. : 1 8 1 4  1na les ) ,  LCaL i 1 1  J u n e  ( W M J :  l cJ .  M NTP. 
8 J u ne ( D .'l l ) ;  1 3  (ma cs ) .  C h i  I l'owdei-honi Ma1·s h ) .  (, J une ( W M ) ; 
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h, Dcc1· G 1·ovc E F.P. (Cook Co) ,  1 0  J u ne (CFJ :  6 (5 ma les ) .  
Liurnlrn1n Prai 1·i e  ( Cook C o ) ,  14  J une  ( W M I :  h ( ma les ) ,  KCP, 21 1 
.l une  ( R C ) ;  5 ( ma les ) ,  Ch i  (Wo l  I' L) .  20 J u ne (WM) :  'i, Du lly 1-' . 1'. 
( s . w .  Cook Co). 8 .l u ne (CT ) ;  5 ( rn a les ) ,  ICCA. 8 June  ( J H ) :  4 
( 1rn1 l cs ) .  Nachusa C.Jrass lands ( Lee/Og l e  Cos ) .  29 M ay- 1 3  J u ne 
( J\ l-1 ) ;  4. Shc lTi e l d  B. 13 .S . ( 13 u re <1 u  Co) ,  1 7  J u ne ( K Mc); 4. S p /'kl. 7 
J u n e  ( 0 13 ) . Others: Lau1·a ( Peo1' i <1 Co)  ( 3  m a l e s ) .  22 J u ly  ( S li fide 
M W ) ;  c. S co l l  Counly ( 2  p1·. J ,  3 .J u l y (S fl J'ide MW) :  Oakdale  
( W ash i ng lon Co)  (1 ma les ) , 5- 1 0  . I  u ne ( S li l' idc M W ) : Fra11 k Ho l lon  
S .P .  (S l .  C l a i rCo )  ( 2 ) .  29 . lu ly  ( KM ) .  Good 1 1u 111 bcrs i n  l i ke l y hab i t a l  
i n  W i n n ebago Counly ( OW ). De Ka lb. I .a Sa l le ,  Kane, Kend a l l  aml 
Lee cou n l ics  ( DS ) .  

I ,cast Flycatch e r  
LCal ( nw l e ) .  28 .J u l y  ( JL ) :  ) ( ' ( ';\ (Ma l e. ) .  3 J u l y  ( RC ) .  

Eastern Phoebe 
Nesti ng : Dce1· L. r.P. ( Lake Co)  (2 1-cccn l l y  l lcdged yg.) ,  22 Aug. 
(EW) .  M.C.:  l J .  M NTP, 8 .l une  (DS l ) .  

G reat C rested Flycatcher 
M . C . :  2 1 ,  Palos (4 locat i ons ) ,  2 Ju l y  ( OS I ) ;  1 9 . Mi Ian flotru 1 1  
(Rock I s l an d  C o ) ,  l l)  J u l y  ( K M c ) ;  1 5  ( m a x . ) ,  SJ\D ,  J u n e/Ju l i  
( K M c ) ;  1 2 , S p rl cl ,  7 .l u ne ( D B ) ;  7 ,  Dccr G rove W F.P. ( Cook Cu),  
14 J u ne (CF) .  

Western Ki ngbird 

Nesti ng : S 11 l"l d  (appa1·en l  nest i ng ) ,  A ugu .s t  ( D B ) :  CJ rnn i le C i ly 
( Madison Co) ( 1 0 -

3 fam i l y  groups),  29 J u l y  ( K M .  e l  al. ) .  Others: M NTP (ad . ) ,  
4- 1 2  J u l y  ( CM ,  J M c .  RC).  

Eastern Kingh ircl 
Nesting:  PRSNA (4 ncsl s ) ,  J u 11c/Ju ly  (.!W, E K ) .  M.C.:  :r n & 36. 
M N TP, 24 J u ly & 8 June.  resp.  ( D S l ) :  20 ( 1rn1 x . ) ,  SAD, J une/J u ly 
( KM c ) :  l lJ .  Spfl d ,  27 J u ne & 1 5  J u ly  ( 1 ) 13 ) : 1 3 . Col u m b i a  B . B .S .  
( iVl unrnc C o ) ,  1 3  J u ne ( KM ) . 

Loggerhead S hrike 
Nesting:  S AD ( lc r1· i to 1·y ). 1 6  M ay ( EW J :  M NTP ( I  0 nes ls .  8 
�;ucccs; l'u l ) .  May/J u l y  ( B D J :  i\rrows m i lh ( Mc Lean Co- I sl county 
record s i nce I 'J8 2 )  ( 3  ad.  w/ yg. ) .  24-25 .J u l y  ( MR. MF) :  PRSN A  and 
v ic i n i t y ( 1 3  nests .  20 te1Ti lori e s ) .  Apri l /J u ly ( J W .  f-<: K e t  a l . ) :  
Ra11dol ph/Monrne Coun ly l i ne ( ads. /' ced i n g  yg . ) ,  1 2  Aug .  ( R h M .  
C H ) ,  M.C.:  2G.  s. w.  Jas 11e1· Counly .  21 J u ly ( JW.  E K ) ;  1 5  ( m a x . ) . 
SAD. J u ne/Ju l y  ( K M c ) :  Ci, M NTP. 24 J u l y  ( D.S l ) .  Others: SAD. 3 
& 30 J u ne (J H ) :  Ayer' s N .P. (Carmi I C u )  ( 2 ) ,  J u ne/J u l y ( K Mc ) :  
I .e l and ( l )e Kalb Co).  2 6  & 3 1  J u l y ( D S ) ;  L i v i 11gsto11 Cou11 ly,  2 1  
Ju l y  (DS l ) ;  Laura ( Pco1· i a  Co).  2 2  J u ly  ( S B  J'ide M W ) ;  Maso11 
Cou n ly ( 2  pr. ) ,  1 8-2 1 Ju ly  ( S B  ride M W ) :  Cass Coun ly .  22 J u n e  
( J l l ) : Sangamon County ( i 11 1 1n. ) .  1 5  J u l y  ( D l3 ) ;  Lou i s v i l l e  ( C lay 
Co).  6 J une  ( R C ) :  Car l . L  a1·ca  (4-6 da i l y ) ,  J u 1 1c/J u ly( D K ) . 

W hite-eyed V i reo 
Nesti ng:  Sa 1 1g .L ( y g . ) ,  24 J u l y  ( l) fl  ) .  Others: Rockf'cml ( 1 -3 ) ,  J une  
( D W ) :  Morni ne H i l l s  S .P .  ( McHenry Co)  ( ma le) .  June ( MW ) ;  LC<l l 
( 2  males ) , 1 7  J u n e-8 J u l y  ( W M ) :  C h i  (Wol l' L )  ( ma l e ) ,  20 J u ne 
( W M ) :  IWCA ( 1 -2 ma les ) ,  1 4  J u ne-3 J u l y  (ASJ :  KCI' ( rn ale) ,  20 
June (RC ) ;  FayeL lc v i l  le (Sl .  C l a i 1· C o )  ( 3  ma les ) ,  ear ly June (SB l'iclc 
M W ). 

Bell 's  V i reo 
Nesting:  M NTI' ( 24 nesls ,  mos l l y  u 11 successful ) ,  May/Ju ly (CW 
l"i de  B D ) :  Sang.L (ads. w/ l'ood 1·01· yg . ) ,  1 8  J u n e  ( D B ) ;  Mahomet 
(Champaign c( ) )  ( fema l e  Oil ne.s l  ), 1 3  June ( RC) : LJ l"bana ( f ledg l i ngs 
p1-cscn l ) ,4  J u ly  ( RC). Others: SAD (2) ,  J u ne/Ju l y  ( K M c ) ;  CJ RCA 
(2+ p1·. ) ,  29 J u l y  ( S fl fide MW); N aclrnsc1 Grass l ands  ( Lee/Og le 
Cos)  ( ma le ) .  llm1 2h Ju ne I AH); GLl'S I' ( 2  ma les ) ,  I 1 1 .l u l y  (SB l"i de  
M W ) :  MN TP ( 5 ) ,  24 J u l y  (DS l ) :  D PCA (Ci ma les ) .  I �  J u ne (fo M )  
a n d  (2 ma les ) . 1 J u ly  ( AS ) :  l f ra id woml, l lJ J u ne ( D S l ) ;  fCCA (2 ) ,  8 
J u ne ( J I  l ) :  McCune Sancl 1'1·a i r i c  ( B u reau Co) ,  I '.I J u l y  (CM,  J M c ) ;  

Meadowlark 



Prnir il'.  C i ly ( Fu l lo11  Co)  ( :l 1 1 1 a l cs ) .  1 6  ,J u l y  ( S l3 lir lc M W ) :  K C P  ( 4  
1 1 1a lc .s ) ,  2 0 J u 11e  ( RC ) ;  s .  Mo 1·ga11 Cou 1 1 ly  ( 2  [J I' . ) . .J u n e  ( M W ) :  c. Scoll  
Cou 1 1 ly  ( 5  11rn l e s ) .  :l .J u l y  ( S l3 l'ide  M W ) ; C a r l . L  (4 ) .  25 June  ( D K ) :  
Oakda le  ( W as h i 11 g lo11 C o )  ( ma l e ) .  5 - 1 0  ,J u 11 e  ( S  13 l' idc  M W ) :  1�·ni 1 1 k  
l l o l lo11 S . P. ( S l. C l a i r  C o )  ( 2 ) .  I ') J u l y  ( K M ). 

Yell ow-throated V i reo 
M . C . :  J I  & 7 , M i l a 11 Bo l lo 1 11s ( Rock l s l a1 1d Co) . 2') Ju 11e & 1 2 Ju l y ,  
1-es 11 .  ( K M c ) :  7 ( ma le s ) ,  l<CP. 20 .lu ne ( II. C l :  6. Palos, 2 J u l y  ( DS 1 ) .  
Others: M o rn i 11e H i l l s  S Y. ( M c H e 1 1 1·y C o )  ( 111< 1 l e  s i 1 1 g i 1 1g  aty 11 i c: i l  
son g ) ,  1 7  J u ly (SD, L K ) :  C rn i 11ger Woods ( Lake C o )  ( 1 -:l ) ,  1 2-2:1 
J u ne ( S H ) :  t h ree  s.w . Cook County locat ions  (9) .  2-8 J u ne ( W S ) .  

Blue-headed V i reo 
N .H.S.O.:  SAD. 8 J u ne ( KM c J _  

Fish C ro w  

C h c1 i 1 1 -o l'-Rocks  ( M ad i son Co ) ( 2 ) . 1 7  J u l y  ( K M ) :  l�va 11 s v i l l c  
( Randolph C o )  ( 5 ) .  20 M c1y ( l ) N ) ,  

Horned Lark 

M . C . :  2 1 0. l . i v i 11 g.s lo11 County .  2 1  Ju ly  ( D S t ) :  1 8� .  M o n t i c e l l o  
13 . 13 . S .  ( l ' i at l/McLcc111 Cos ) ,  I i i  J u ne ( RC ) ;  1 80. l 'a i rl aml 13 . 13 . S .  
(Cham pai g1 1/ l' iatl  Cos ) .  :l .l u n e  ( RC ) .  

Pu rple Martin 

M.C.: 5 1 5+. Jc 1·scy Coun ty .  20 J u l y  ( K M ) . 

Tree Swallow 

Nesting: M H' ( 2  yg . ) .  2 0  J u ne ( R C ) :  l l u 111c 1· ( Vcr i 11 i l i rn1 Co) ( 7  
successfu l hmods 011 J'arn1 ) .  M ay/J u ne ( .J S ) :  Sa 1 1g .L ( o n l y  I 11 1» ) .  2C1 

.J u 11c  ( D l3 ): Cache II. i vcr Wet l a1 1r l .s ( LI 1 1 i o 1 1/ l 'u l ask 1  Cos ) 
( 5  1 1cs l  boxes used ) ,  M ay/J u l y  ( J I-lo ii dc M W J .  M . C . :  
302 . M i  l clll D o l t o 1 1 1 S  ( Rock h l a11d Co) ,  1 9  J u ly  ( K Mc ) :  
5 2 .  S 11 1·1 r1 .  2 1  J u ly  ( D l3 ) . 

No rthern Rough - w i n ged Swallow 
M . C.:  1 57 ( i 11 c l u rl i 1 1 g  1 1 1 a 11y yg. ) .  1 1csl  al  (J i l l son Park. 
( Cook C o ) .  2 5  M ay ( EW ) :  M N 'l' I'. lJ J u l y  ( DS 1 ) :  1 5 1 .  
M i lan  13 o t lo 1 11s ( Rock I s l and Co) .  1 8  .J u l y  ( KM c ). 

Bank Swallow 
N esti ng:  JP ( act i v e  colony but 1 10 success data)  ( PC J :  
L C  a l  ( 1 91 1  h o l e s ) .  1 2  Ju l y ( W  M ) :  I .aeon (l M c1rshal  I C o )  
( 22  h o l e s ) .  1 1 1 .I u 11e  ( V  K J :  D a l  l a s  C i ty ( Hc 11de 1·so11 C o )  
( 200 ho les ). 1 0  J u n e  i Y K ) :  e .  Sc 1 1 1ga1 11 o n  County  ( 30 
h o l e s ) .  June ( D l3 ). Others: CJ L . N TC ( I I 0, 1 1 1a 1 1y y g . J ,  _\ 
.J u l y  ( EW J : I-I o lT1nc1n Estates (Cook Co)  ( se v e ra l ) . 2 7  
.lu ne ( A A ) :  Pe 1·e iVlcm1 uet le  S .P . ( 25(),  20 Ju ly  l l< M J .  

Cliff Swallo\\ 
Ncsl i 1 1g:  A 11p lc  R i ve r  Cc1 1 1yon S . I'. ( Jo  Dav iess  C o )  ( h4 
1 1c.s l  s ) . .\ () .i ll ly ( J ) W  J: CJ I . 1N ' I  C 1 8 1  ne .s t -; - J ,1 1·gcsl  k n o w n  
1 1 .e .  I l l . Co l o1 1)' ) .  _i I iVLiy ( EW J :  S ct['a11 : 1 sh kee S l ough 
( Cook C o )  ( 1 2  nes t s ) .  2 .l u ne i W S ) :  Ka 1 1ka kcc County  
( S +  1 1csLs ) . -' J u l y  i RC J :  I .  1 3 1 00111 i 1 1 g t 01 1  i 20 nes ts ) .  7 
.f u 1 1 c  ( M F I :  Chc1 1cy v i l l e ( Ve rn1 i l io 1 1 C o ) 1 11 1-, 111/ n e s t  -

Norr hem Ro11i; h - 1 1 ·i11gcd S 1 1 °u/lm 1; ncur nest .1·i1c ur Wi/11 1cttc 's Gi//.1·011 
Pul'k in Cook Co11 1 1 ry. Photo tukcn 25 ivfuy 1 998 hy /:'ric· Wulrcrs. 

I n e ' t  i 1 1  co u n ty i 11 decades ) .  5 J u ly  ( S B  i' i de lv! W ) :  
S 11 l ' ld ( y g . ) .  2 0  .J u n e  ( f) l3 J : Sang . I ,, ( + ) .  J u n e  i D l3 J :  
E v a 1 1 s 1  i l l c  ( Rc1mlo l ph Co) ( Iii' 4()() nes t s ) .  20 M ay 
( D N  J .  

YVarh l i n g  V i reo 

M.C. : .1 5  & 1 7  LC al Uwc a ) .  27 M ay & I 6 . l u ne.  1·c ,p. ( DS t J :  1 7  ( I � 
1m1 les  & I l 'l cd g l i 1 1 g ) .  C h i  (Wo l l

.
L ) .  'J( )  J u ne ( W M J : 1 1 . S p l l d ,  27 

Ju n e  ( D Fl J :  10  ( m a l e s ) . C h i  ( Egge1 ·.s Wood e; ) ,  7 J u ne ( W M ) : 'J. 
CJeneseo G. B . S .  ( Hc11 ry/W hi t es ide Cos) .  I 'J .J u 11c  ( K M c  ): lJ ( m a l e s ) .  
C h i  ( Powderhorn Mars h ) .  27 J u 1 1 c  ( W M ). 

lkd-eyecl V i reo 

i\ l .C. :  3 .\ .  l'c1 l os I _\ loc a t i o 11s J .  8.1 u ly ( DS t  J: 24. Deer C rove W r. P. 
( Cook Co) ,  1 4 J u 11e ( C F J :  1 5 . Dee r Ci rovc E F.P . ( Cook C: o ) .  I O .J u 1 1c 
( C F ) :  1 0, M ac k i n aw SF&Wf\ .  7 J u ne ( M F J. 

Blue Jay 

IVI . C . :  (1(1, Palos (4  l ocat i o n s ) .  2 J u l y  ( ] )S t ) :  .'\ 8,  Dee1· ( ) 1·01 ·e W 1-' . JJ, 
( Cook Co) .  I �  J u 1 1e  CF): 2-' ( + ad. I ce di 1 1g :l yg. J .  Dcc1· C rove E F.P. 
( C :ook C o ) .  1 0  Ju ne ( C f' J :  2 'J ,  S 11 l'l d .  22 .J u l y  ( D G J :  1 7, Col u m h i a  
13 . 13 . S .  ( M o1m1e C o ) .  J _\ .J u ne ( 1( 1\!l ) .  

A m erican C row 
i\l . C . :  1 50 ( m ax . )  . .  'S A D. J u 1 1e/. J u l y ( K \!lc ) :  70, Cie 11 esco li . B.S 
( I  l c 1 1 1'y/W h i les ide Cos ) .  J l) .l u n e  ( K M c ) :  hO, .'l i .  C l a i 1· Coun ty. 2 8  
.l u l y ( K iVl ) :  '14.  Shc lli c l d  li . l l.S. ( lj u 1·eau Co) ,  1 7  J u ne ( K M c ) :  5 1 J . 
S 11 l' ld . 2:l .J u l y ( )) Fl ) :  'I .\ .  Pon t i ac 13 . 13 . S .  ( J _ i v i 11g .s to 11 Co ) .  1 2  .J u 11 c  
( V K ) :  4 2 ,  1 3eavc i-d am L 13 . 13 .S . ( 1'0 11e Co) .  1 7  .lu 1 1 e  ( V K  ) :  40, B u d a  
13 . G . S . ( 13 u 1·c ,1 u/S1ark Cos ) .  'J.\ . I  u 1 1e ( K M c  J :  Yi, Ca 111 11 l 'o i 1 1 1  ll . 1 3 .S . 
( A da11 1 s Co), 'I J 1 1 11c  ( V l( J :  n .  l ' u l ask i  ll . l l S. ( 1' 1 1 l a s k i/A lc xamle 1· 
C 'o J .  \ .l i i 1 1c  I V  l\. J :  .\.1 • . 'i i i  1 1  wc l  I f U l . S . I I l a 1icl l c i( Co I, I O .l u 11e  ( V  K ) :  
Y'. lfo1·to 1 1 1 i l l c 13 . l l .S . ( l 'co1·i : 1  C 'D I. ''I J u ne ( V K J . 

B a r n  Sw allow 

i\LC.:  1 85 .  iV1 0 11 mc County .  2 7  .J u l y ( K M ) : I ( ) ( ) ,  M i l an 13o t toms 
( Rock l s l a 1 1d  Co) ,  1 8  J u l y  ( I( Mc) :  92 .  LC a l  ( area ) .  5 .J u n e  ( DSt  ) :  8 1 .  
She l'i'i e l d  B .G . S .  ( i3 u 1·cau Co) .  1 7  J u 11e ( l< M c )  _ Others:  ";\ l h i 110".  
Car1« 1 l l to11  ( C 1-cen e  Co).  2<i J u l y i S Ci J .  

Caro l i n a  C h ickadee 

Nest ing :  A 1 1 1a l e  ( c1 hatc h i 11g-ycar b i 1·d colo 1·-ba 1 1dcd i 11 J l)8h.  n o w  
1 2+ years o f' age ) . .  success l°L1 l l y  11,1 i red w i th the  s a m e  c o l 1 1 1·-b,1mled 
f'c m ale ( ba nded in 1 1JlJ 6 )  to raise a lm1m! i n  the same hox i 11 Colc .s 
County  r ·m t h e -'"' co11scc u t i vc yca1· ( Ii i-) ) :  Cache R i v e r  W e l l a1 1 l i s  
( Ll 11 i o11/Pu lask i  Cos)  ( J () 1 1es l  lm xc� used ) .  M ay/Ju ly  ( J J-lo f'i dc 
M W J. 

Blaek-cappecl C h ickadee 

N csl i n g :  S p /'ld ( i ' Jcdgcd yg . ) .  2S M a i· ( D l3 ) M . C . :  49, Dcc1· CJ mv c  
le: F . P .  ( ( ' ,H ik  Co) .  I ( ) J u n e  ( CF) :  4:l. P a l o s  ( 4 local io 1 1 s ) .  2 . I  u l y  ( O S t  ) :  
2 7 .  Dec1· C J  rove W l� Y . ( Cook Co),  1 4  Ju n e  (CF) :  2 2 .  S p /'ld ,  I :l .I u 11 c  
i D G ). 

Tufted Titmouse 

Nest ing:  M c C l a u g h 1·y S 111·i 1 1gs F.P.  ( Cook Co) ( Jl l' . w/:l yg .  ). 1 4  J u ne 
(CT). M . C . :  3 8 .  Ya le  13 . 13 .S .  ( . J as 11c 1·W1Ti 1 1gha 111 Co� ) .  7 .J u nc  ( RC ' ) :  
].5 , S 11 f' l d ,  7 .l u n e  ( 1 ) 13 ) : 1 6, M ac k i 1 1aw S F& W A ,  7 J u ne ( M l�' ) :  l :l . 
Palos ( 2  loca1 i o 11S ) ,  2 J u l y  ( l ) S t J .  Others:  1 13 S P. 1 1  J u l y ( ;\ S J :  
7.a 1 1dc 1· W oods FY. (Cook C o )  ( 7 1 . d u 1· i 11 g  .l une  ( W M ). 



Red- b reasted Nuthatch 
N.B.S.O.:  MornineH i l l s  S . P. ( M e l-l e n 1·y Co)  (ad. ) ,  1 2  Ju ne ( MW ) ;  
Lakewood F.P. (Lake Co)  (pr. ) ,  1 6-23 .l u ne (Cb' el al . ) . 

W h i te-breasted N u tha tch 
!VI.C. :  24, Palos (3 l ocal ions ) ,  3 l l .f u n e  ( DS1 ) ;  1 3 . Dec1· C rnve W f'.P. 
(Cook C < i ) .  1 4  J une  (Cr). 

B ro w n  C reeper 
Nesting: Swa l l ow C l i lT r.P. (Cook Co) ( nest  b u i l d i ng ), 1 4  May 
( l atei- abandoned),  but ( s i ng ing  ma le ) ,  4 June (DS l ) .  O thers: M i lan  
8o l loms  ( Rock I s l and  Co)  (4) 1 9  Ju l y  ( K Me ) ;  B ru sse ls  l-'en-y 
(Ca lhoun Co)  ( m ale ) .  1 1  J u n e  ( S B  f'ide M W ). None located i n  
Sangamon Cou n ty t h i s  year ( D B ). 

Carolina W ren 
Nesti n g :  Cache R i ver Wetlands ( U n i on/Pu lask i  Cos) (55  nesl 
boxes u sed ) ,  Apr i l /J u l y  ( . IHo f' ide M W ). M.C.: 1 5 , Spflll. 7 J u n e  
( D B ) ;  8 ,  S t .  Morgan B .B .S . (Mad i son C o ) ,  25 J u n e  ( K M ) ;  S,  Yale 
B .H . S .  ( Jasper/EITi ngha 1n Cos) ,  7 June (RC) .  Others: I BSP,  1 8  
J u ne  ( A S ) ;  LCal ( 2  males) ,  1 2  J u l y  (RC);  Za nder Woods F.P. (Cook 
Co) ( 3  -- 2 males) ,  .25 July (WM) .  

Bcwick 's  W ren 
Sangano i s  C.A. ( male) ,  I 5 J u l y  (DB i ,  fide M F) ;  S i loarn Springs S .P. 
( B rown/Adams Co)  (2 s uccessl'u l  ncsls - presumed by same pr. ) 5 
.June-26 J u l y  ( J Fu ,  S B  f'idc MW, DJ ,  111 .ob.) . 

House Wren 
Nesting: Home1· (Vcrn1 i l i o n  Co)  (35 broods prod uced ) .  A 11 1·i l  l h ru 
ear ly  August ( JS ) .  M.C.:  54, MNTP. 8 June  (DS L ) ;  3 1 ,  S heffie ld  
B .B .S . ( B ureau Co) ,  1 7  June  ( KMc) ;  36, M i la n  Bottoms (Rock 
Jsl andCo).  19 J u l y  ( KMe) ;  29 ,  S p l'ld ,  7 June ( D H ) ;  27 (23  ma les ) ,  
LCal ,  J une/J u l y  ( W M ) :  27 .  Mahomet  (Champa ign  Co) ,  14  Ju ne 
( RC ) ;  25 .  Ceneseu B . H . S .  ( Hen 1·y/Whi lcs ide Cos).  f LJ .J u n e  ( KMc ) ;  
2 1 ,  M i lan  8ot toms (Rock  Ts l and Co) .  27 .l u n e  ( KM c ) ;  20 ( max . ) ,  
S A D. J u ne/Ju ly  ( KMe) ;  1 5 . B uda B .B .S. ( H u 1·eau/Stark Cos ) .  23 
June  ( K M c ) :  1 3 . S t .  Morgan R . B . S .  ( Madison Co) ,  25 .J u ne ( KM ); 
1 2 . F lom B .B .S . (C l ay Co) ,  6 .lune  (RC). 

Sedge Wren 
!Vl.C. :  250, PRSN A ,  20 J u l y  (JW. EK): 60+ ( males ) .  ICCA, 3 J u ly 
( RC) .  and ( 2 1 ). 8 June  ( .IH ) ;  35+. CJLPSP, I l l J u ly (SB  fide M W ) :  
28 ,  MNTP, 28 M ay (J H ) ;  20+, C RCA.  29 J u ly (SB  fide  MW) ;  20. 
Rock Cut S.P. & K icsc lbu t·gF.P . ( W i n nebago Co), I LJ  J u l y  ( DWJ .  
Others: G l ac i al Pa1·k (Mcl-Je 111·y Co)  ( R  ma les ) ,  5 Ju l y  ( A S ) ;  Deer 
Grove E F.P. (Cook Co) (6), I (J June  (CF); Ho llirnrn Estates (Cook 
Co) ( m ale ) .  27  J u n e  ( AA ) ;  Deer CJ ro ve E. F.P. (Cook Co) ( severa l ) ,  
27 J une ( A A ) ;  O l' i a nda (Cook Co)  ( 3 ) ,  26 J u l y  (CT);  Nac h u sa 
Crass l amls (Lee/Ogle Cos)  ( increas i ng to 1 6  ma les ) ,  1 7  J u l y  ( AH) ;  
Frnn k l i n  ()r o ve (Lee  Co)  ( 7 ) .  3 1 l  J u l y  ( S B  f'icle MW) :  S habbona L 
S .P. (De  Kal b Co) ( 8 ) .  3 1  Ju ly  (DS) ;  CJLPSP ( 1 3  & I 0) .  1 7  Ju ly  ( JH )  
& 4 Aug .  ( S B  f'idc MW) .  n::sp. ;  Math iessen S .P .  (La Sa l l e  Co )  
( l l m alcs),  I 8-26 Ju ly  (CM, J Mc) ;  c .  Hancock Coun ty  (5  ma l e s ) .  26 
June (SB fide MW):  n .e .  Hancod. County ( 8  males) ,  9 J uly  (SR  fale 
M W ) ;  Lau rn ( Peor ia Co) ( 1 6  ma les ) ,  22 J u l y  ( S B  f i de MW) ;  
Saybrook ( McLean Co) ( 1 8  ma l es ) ,  24 J u l y  (MR) ;  C l i n . L  ( "numer
ous" i n  prairie restora t ion area) ,  30 .Ju l y  ( M D ) ;  1-loopston (3 ma les ) .  
13  J u ly (SB f ide MW);  Ut·bana ( 3),  1 1  J u ly (RC) ;  Decatur  ( "nu mer
ous") ,  3 1  Ju ly ( M D ) ;  S i te M (Cass Co)  ( I  0 ) ,  I Ju l y  (JI-I); Charleston 
(+), Ju ly  ( f.l H ) ;  F lora B .B .S. (Clay Co) (2 ) ,  6 J u ne (RC) ;  B ri ghton 
(Jersey Co) ( I  0), 1 8  Ju l y  (DK) ;  Chai n-of-Rocks (Mad i son Co) (3 ) ,  
1 7  .Ju ly  ( KM ) .  

M arsh Wren 
Nesting:  Dee1· L .  F.P . (L<1ke Co)  ( recen t l y  fledged yg.). 2 2  Aug.  
(EW).  !Vl.C. :  29 ( m ales) ,  LCa l ,  J u ne/J u l y  (WM);  1 3  ( m ales ) ,  Ch i  
(Eggers Woods ),  I Ju ly  (WM) ;  1 2 , C h i  (Powderhorn Marsh) ,  1 6  
J une (DS L ) ;  1 1 ( 1m1 l es ) , 8 urnham Prai 1·i e (Cook Co) , 1 4 .lunc (WM) ;  
I l l+ (males) ,  LCa l ,  1 2  ,Ju l y  (RC : ) ;  8 .  Ch i  (Powclerhorn Mrn·sh ) ,  h 

J u ne ( W M ) ;  6, CJ LPSP, I & 23 .l u ne  (JH.  B CJ ) < l llcl 5 Aug. ( S B  J 'iclc 
MW), rcs 11. Others: Mo1·a i nc  H i l l s  S . I' .  ( M c He nry Co) (3 males ) .  
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17  J u ly  (SD,  LK ) ;  Ho llman Eslales (Cook Co) (� + males ) ,  27 Ju ne 
( A A ) ;  W a l n u t  ( B u reau Co)  (6 ma les ) ,  2LJ J u l y  (SB  fide M W ) ;  
Decatu r  ( 3  ma les ) ,  3 1  J u l y  ( M D) .  

B l u e-gray Gnatcatchcr 
Nesting: Deer L.  F.P. ( l "akc Co) (ad. r·cccl i n g  recent l ' lcdgl i n g ) .  22 
Aug. ( EW ) ;  McClmtght'y Sp r i ngs F.P. (Cook Co) (nes t  b u i l d i ng ) .  3() 
May (CA ) ;  PRSNA ( I  nes t ) . May (JW. E K ) .  !Vl.C. :  7, Mac k i n mv 
S F&WA, 7 .J u n e  (MF) . Others: M()ra i n c  H i l l s  S .P. ( McHen 1·y Co)  
( 2  rna les ) ,  1 7  J u ly  (SD,  LK ) ;  Cl ra i  nger Womls (Lake Co) ,  1 4- 1 5  June 
(SH) ;  Deer C rove W F .P .  (Cook Co) (7 ) ,  14 June (CF) ;  Zander· 
Woocls F .P. (Cook Co). 2'i J u l y  (WM) :  Col umb ia  R .R , S .(Monrnc 
Co) (4 ) .  1 3  J u ne ( K M ) ;  raycllev i l lc (S L .  C l <t i t· Co)  ( I l l ) ,  earl y .l une  
( S li fi de MW). I n  trou b le  i n  Sangamon Cou n ty ( D B ) .  

Eastern B l u ebird 
Nesting: Horner (Vern1 i l i o n  Co) (2 ()( ) yg. procluced in ncsl bmes ) .  
Apri l L h ru Augus t )  ( J S ) .  !Vl.C. :  2 1 l +  pa i rs, KCP, 2 1 l  J u n e  (RC) ;  2 7 ,  
Monroe Cuun ly ,  27 J u ly (KM) ;  22 ,  Sp f'lcl, 25 J u l y  (DB ) .  

Veery 
Grai nger Woods ( Lake Co) ( 2 ) .  1 4-23 .lune  (SH ) ;  Deer Crnve W 
F.P. (Cook Co)  (2 ) ,  1 4  J u n e  (CF) ; Ba tTi ngton H i l ls (Cook Cu)  
( m a le) ,  27  J une  (AA) ;  Swal low C l i ll F .P. (Cook Co) ( 1 3 ) ,  30  June 
(DSL ) ;  th 1•ee s .w. Cook County (6 ) ,  2- 1 5.lune ( WS ,  CT) ;  Zancle1· 
Woods F.P. (Cook Co) (3 ma l es) ,  2 1  J une (WM) ;  w. Gru ndy 
Cou n ty ,  4 J u l y  (CM, J M c ) ;  M ack i naw S F&W A, 7 J u n e  ( M F). 

Wood Thrush 
JVJ.C. :  1 5 , Deer C rnve W F.P. (Cook Co), 14 J u n e  (CF);  1 4, C reen 
L F.P.  (Cook Co) .  16 J u ne (DS t ) ;  I U. G ra i nget· Woods (Lake Co), 
1 4-23 .I  une  ( S H). Others: Sarni R i dge N.C.  (Cook Cu) (5) ,  I 5 J u l y  
( W M ) ;  Zander W()(icls F.P . (Cook Co) ( 4 ) .  2 1  J une (WM) ;  Mack i 
naw SF& W A  ( 5 ) .  7 June  ( MF) ; Mahomet (Champaign Co) (5  
ma les ) ,  f 3 J u ne (RC) .  

A merican Robin 
Nest ing:  s . w. Jasper Cou nty (49 11ests ) .  A 11 1· i l ( .IW. EK). M.C.: 1 63 .  
Mon l iecl l o  B . B . S .  ( Pi att/McLean Cos) ,  1 0  .Ju n e  (RC ) ;  1 57 .  Ya le 
B. B .S . (fasper/Eff ingha111 Cos ) ,  7 Ju ne (RC) ;  1 29 ,  Shc lTielcl B . B .S . 
( B u t·eau Co) ,  1 7  J u n e  ( K M c) ; 1 1 8 .  B uel a B . 8 . S .  ( B u rea u/Slark Cos) . 
23 J u ne ( K M c ) ;  1 05 ,  LC<t l ,  5 J u ne (DS L ) ;  CJ5 ,  Atk i n.s on B . 8 . S .  
(Hen 1·y C o ) ,  24 J u n e  ( KMc) ;  93 ,  Genesco B . B .S .  (I-len ry/W h i tcs iclc 
Cos), 1 9  J u ne (KMc) . 

G ray Catbird 
!VJ . C . :  5 1  (36 males) .  LCal .  J u ne/J u l y  (WM ) ;  30+ ( m ales ) ,  ICC A. 3 
J u l y  (RC) :  28 ,  C reen L F.P .  (Cook Co) .  1 6  J u ne (DS L ) ;  20, Shc lTi e ld 
B .B .S. ( B u reau Co) ,  1 7  Ju ne ( K M c ) :  1 8 . Spfld, 7 June  (DB ) .  

N orthern M o ck i n gb i rd 
Nesti ng:  SAD (2 te1Ti lori es ) ,  1 6  M <ty (EW ) :  Rockf'o 1·d ( 2  nest i ng� ) .  
.Ju l y  (fide DW ) ;  PRSNA ( 19  nests ) .  Apri l - J u l y  ( JW,  EK).  M . C . :  27 .  
Col umb ia  B .B .S .  (Monrne Co) ,  1 3  June  (KM) ;  25 ,  Flora H . 8 . S .  
(C l ay Co), 6 J u ne ( R C ) ;  20 ( m ax . ) ,  SAD,  Ju ne/Ju ly  (KMc);  1 6, S L .  
Mrn·g•1n B .B .S. ( Madi son C o ) ,  25  J u n e  (KM) ;  1 4. Sp f'lcl , 7 J une  
{DB) ;  9 .  MNTP. 19  J u ne (DSt ) .  Others: I BSP . .Ju 11c/J u ly  (AS ,  
Ill . Ob . ) .  

B r o w n  Thrasher 
Nesting: P RS N A  (62 nests), April -July (JW, EK).  M.C.: 3 1 l  
( m ax. ) ,  SAD. J une/Ju ly  ( KMc ) ;  20,  M NTP, 1 9  J une  (DSt ). 

E u ropean Starling 
M . C . :  J 301 l  ( roost) ,  LCal ( 8 i g  Ma1·sh) ,  1 3  June (WM ) ;  680 (mosl ly  
yg. ) , M NTP, 8 J une ( DSL ) .  

Cedar W axw i n g  
Nesting: Cuba Ma1·sh  ( Lake Co)  ( nest-b u i l d i ng ) ,  4 Ju ly  ancl ( i ncu
bat i ng ) ,  1 1  Ju ly (CF);  S L. Charle� ( Kane Co) ( pr. bu i ld i ng nest). 1 0  
J u ne (DSJ ;  Zander Woocls F.P. (Couk Co)  ( ncs l ) ,  1 3  June (WM) ;  
Sang.L (yg . ) ,  1 5  ,J u l y  ( D H ) :  Homer  (Vern1 i  I ion Co)  (nes l-bu i lcl i ng ) ,  
30 J u ly  ( JS ) .  M . C. :  5 0 ,  MNTP, 8 J u ne ( D S L ) ;  25 ,  I-J eyw01 ·th  

Meadowlark 



( M c Lc.a 1 1  Co) ,  'i J u l y  ( T l3 u ,  l'i d c  M r· ) ;  l :l ,  S 11 1· 1 c1 .  20 J u 11c  ( DB ) ;  1 0, 
Deer C m v c  r� F . P. ( Cook Cu) .  1 0  .l u 11 c  ( CF) . 

B luc"wi nged Warhler 
C rn i 11gci- Woods (Like C u )  ( 1 -:l ) , I 2-2:l J u 11e  ( S H ) ; Lyo n ' s  Woods 
F . P. ( La ke Cu) ( ma l e ) ,  2 7  J u 11c-:l J u l y  ( IC:W ) :  D u l-r'y F . P. ( s . w ,  Cook 
Co) ( 7 ) .  8 .l u 1 1e ( C T ) ;  /.ande1· Womls l ' .P .  (Cook Co) ( 2 .se 11aratc 
m a l e s ) .  I :l & 2 1  J u ne,  rcs 11 .  ( W M ) .  

Golden-wi n ged Warhler 
N . B .S . O . :  Lyon ' s  Wood s l '. I' .  ( 1. .akc Co)  ( 11 1a l e ) .  27 J u ne ( i'. W ) .  

B rewsler's Warbler 
l ) u lTy F. 1 '. ( s. 11' .  Cook Co)  (ca 1·ry i n g  rood ) .  24 .lu ne ( CT). 

Northcm Moc/.:ing/Jird 011 27 J1111c I 998. Fhis /Ji rd S/h'llt the 
s111 1 1mcr ut  Jlli11ois /Jcud1 Stoic Purk in Lu/.:i: Co1 1 1 1 1y. Photo 
hy l:ric Woltas. 

N orthe rn  Paruta 

Nest ing:  l 'ek in ( mis . w/ yg. ) .  (J . I  u l y  ( KR .  L i\ ). Others: Sandy Fo1·cf 
P1·cscrve ( La S a l l e  Co) ( 111a l e ) .  2 1  J u 11e ( D S t ) :  M a c k i 1 iaw S F &Wi\ 
( 4 ) .  7 .l u 11e ( M f ) :  S l ,  M rn·gan B . 8 . S .  ( M acl i so11 Co) ( 2 ) . 2'i .l u 11e 
( KM ) . 

Yellow Warbler 
M . C . :  )() ( ma l e s ) .  Lea l .  J u 11e/.J u l y  ( W M ) : 2:l ( 1 mi l cs ) .  Chi  ( W ci l i ' L ) .  
20 .Ju 11e ( W M ) :  I S  ( 111 a l e s ) .  C h i  ( l'mvllerlmrn M a 1·s h ) ,  ( j  J u 1 1e ( W M ) ;  
I :l. Du ffy F . P. ( s. w. Cook Co) .  8 .J u n e  (CT)  

Cheslnut-sided W a rbler 

S uga1· l� i v e r  l ' . I'. ( W i n n ebago Co)  ( m a le ) .  J u n e/Ju ly  ( L ) W ) ;  L M S F  
( 8 ) ,  6 J u ne (J n M ) ; Dee1· G mve F l�'. I' .  ( C rn i k  Co)  ( m a l e ) .  1 0  J u n e  
( CF ) ;  D ar1· i 11g 1on  l l i l l s  ( C o o k  C:o ) ( 111 a l c ) .  2 7  J u ne ( A A ) . N.B.S.O. :  
l li S . 1' . .  ( 1 .ake Co) .  27 .l u n e .  ( l .W ) .  

Black�lh roatecl G reen Warbler 
N . B .S.O.:  A p 11 l e  R i vc 1· Canyon S . 1 ' ,  ( Ju D;1 v i es;, Co)  ( m ale ) . .l u ne/ 
J u l y  ( UW ) :  Roc k l'mll ( nrn l e )  . .l u ne/Ju ly  ( l ) W ) :  U vl S I" {:l ) ,  h J u ne 
(Jn M ): I 0m11· Lakes V i  I I age ( l)u I '  age Co) ( 1 1 1 a l c  ) . 2:l .Ju 1 1e ( l ' idc J F) ;  
Cha1· l est <rn ( nw l c ) . 1 7  .J u n e  ( [ f'l  l " idc 13 1-1 ) .  

Y c l l o w-th roatcd 'Var h l c r  
S l lg < 1 1· R i 1c 1· F. P. t W i 11 11c h :t)' "  C' l l )  U 1 1 1 <1 ks ) . .l u 1 1 c/.l u l y  ( DW ) ;  
I . M S F  111 ) .  ( i  . J u n e  ( J n M  ). 

VoL 8, 1"Jo. -� 

Pine Warhler  

S RS I� . 2 8  J u ne ( l{ C ) . 

P rairie  Warbler 
N.B.S.O.:  W .Ch i (Du l 'age Co)  ( ma l e ) ,  5 - 1 I J u l y  i E W ) .  

Cernlea n  Warbler 
M i l an  l:3ol loms ( Rock I s land Co) ( 2 ) .  2l) J u n e  ( K M c ) :  S ugai· R i vc 1· 
r 1.P .  ( W 1 n ndiago Co)  ( 8  males ) ,  .l u n e/Ju ly  ( D W ) ;  Frn1 1 k l i n  CrcTk 
S .P .  ( Lee C o )  ( 3 ) , 1 4  J u ne ( l )S ) :  M al h e i sson S . P. ( L1 S a l l e  Co) .  7 
.J u n e  ( DS ) :  S R S F  ( 2 m a l e s ) .  28 .lu ne ( R C ) ;  Fox R i d ge SY .. 6 J u 1 1 c  
( RC ) :  Chau ncey M a1·sh  ( l "a1\' l'cnce C o )  ( 2  pr. ) . .l u n e  (.J W .  E K ) , 

A merican Redsla r t  

Nest ing:  M o rn i n c  H i l l s  S, I '. ( M c l-l e n 1·y Co)  ( nest w/ al lc;1sl I yg. J . 
1 7  J u l y  ( S I ) ) .  M . C . :  20 & I h, M i l an  1 3o l lon1s ( R oc k  I s l and Co) .  2 7  
& 2'! .Ju n e ,  1·esp. ( KM c ). Others :  [3 a 1·r ing lon l-l i l l s ( Cook C o )  ( :l  -
2 males  <Jilli a re m a l c ) .  27 .l u ne ( A A ) ;  C h i  ( Wol l' L )  ( I  "-year n rn l e ) .  
24 . lu n e  ( WM ) :  S t .  M < m.u1n B . B .S .  ( M ad ison  Co)  ( 3  ), 25 J u ne ( K M ) ; 
Fayel le v i l l e ( S l .  C l a i 1· C'o )  ( 5  m a l e s ) .  ca1 · ly .Ju ne (Sl3 l ' i de M W ). 

Prothonotary Warbler 

Nest ing :  S 11 l' l d  ( R i  vc 1·s i d e  Pa1·k ) ( y g . ) .  I 6 July ( DB ) ; Cache Ri  ve 1 ·  
Wel lands  ( U n ion/Pu lask i  Cos)  ('i6 :l 1 1esls ,  55 1 i n  nes l  box e s ) ,  M ;1y/ 
J u l y  ( .I I - lo fide M W ) .  M . C . :  1 2  & LJ,  M i l an Bol loms ( Rock I s l an d  
Co) ,  29 .lu ne & 1 2  J u l y .  1-cs 11. ( !\. M c ) :  'i ( m ax, ) .  S i\ D .  J u ne/J u l y  
( KM c ) ;  3 ,  S prld .  7 J u ne & l 'J J u ly ( 0 13 ) ; 3 .  Fra n k  Hol lon .'l .P .  ( S l. 
C l a i 1· Co) .  22 J u ne ( K M ) . r�·ew 1·eco1·ds  l h i s  yca1·. 

W orm -eating Warbler 
i\ l wood R idge ( Un i o n  Co)  ( 1 5 ) .  h .l u n e  ( 1 ) 1\. ) .  

Ovenb i rd 
Nesl ing:  Zander Womls r·· .P .  ( Cook Co)  ( ne ;;l w/ I ho:.l < 1 l lll I 
cow b i rd egg ) .  :l I M;1y ( W M ). i\l .C. :  :l:l. Dee 1· G rnve W F . P. ( Cook 
Co). 1 4  J u ne ( C F ) :  1 5, l'; i l o� (2 l ocat i o n s ) .  :10 .J u ne ( DS l ) :  1 0  
( ma l e s ) .  Zande1· Wood .s F'Y. ( Cook Co) .  2 1  J u ne ( W M ) :  <i- 1 0 , 
G rn i ngcr  W oocls ( Lake Co),  1 2-23  .l u n e  ( S H ) . Others:  S A D  ( 5 ) ,  8 

J u n e  ( K M c ) ;  1\1<lc k i n a w  S F& W  ;\ ( 5  ). 7 . l u ne ( M F ) :  S R S F (4 males ) ,  
28 J u n e  ( RC ) :  c ,  Hanco c k  Cou nty ( 1 2  n w l c , ) .  2(J .J u n e  ( S l3 l" i d e  
M W J. 

Louisiana W aterthrush 
M PSP, I 0 J u ne ( K M c ) ; Sw;1 l  l ow C l i  IT F,P. ( Cook Co), 4 .J u ne ( DS L ) ; 
l\!l ac k i naw S F & W A  ( 3 ) . 7 J u ne ( \!1 1-' J . 

Kentucky Wa rbler 
S i\ D .  8 June ( K M  c ) :  Pax l < l l l  ( Femi Co - perh aps l' i 1 's l  counly 1-ccmd J 
( m ale ) .  20 J u n e  ( RC ) :  Mack i n aw SF&WA. 7 J u ne ( M F) .  

M o u rn i n g  Wa rbler 
N .B.S.O.:  L M S F  ( 2 ) . h J une ( .lil M ) , 

Common Y e l lowthroat 
Nesti ng: P R S N A  (5 nes ts ) .  M ;1 y /.l u ly ( . JW. E K ) .  M .C. :  48 ( ma l e s ) ,  
I .Cal  . . lu ne/J u l y ( W M ) : 2 8 .  M o1 1 i 'Oe Cou 1 1 ly ,  2 7  J u l y  ( K M ) ;  2 <i .  
S pfld .  2 7  J u n e  ( D D ) ;  24, B ud a  13 . 1:3 . S .  ( B ureau/S l ark Cos ) .  23  J une 
( !\. M c ) ;  22,  S h e lTi e l d  D . D . S .  ( B u 1·eau Co) ,  1 7  June ( K M c ) : 2 1  
( ma l e s ) ,  Zande 1· Woods F.P. (Cook Co) .  d u 1· i n g  .J u n e  ( W M ) ; 2 1  & 
1 7 . CJLPSP.  'i i\ u g .  & I 0 J u l y ,  1·e,p. ( S D  l'i de  M W ) ;  20,  Deer CJ ro v e  
E F . 1 ' .  ( Cook C o ) .  1 0  June  ( C F ) .  

Hooded W a r b l e r  
Nesting:  S wal low C l i l'I' l<P. ( C o o k  C o )  ( 2  n e s t s :  I w /  2 y g. 
cowb i 1'd s ;  I w/ warblc 1· egg and 2 cow b i rcl egg s ) ,  m i d - J u n e  ( DS L ) ,  
Others: S uga i· R i v c 1· F . P .  ( W i 11 11cbago Co ) ( 111 a l e ) ,  .J une/J u l y  ( DW ) ;  
l . M S F  ( :l 1 1 1 a l e s ) .  h .l u 11c ( J n M ) :  Rycrso11 C.A.  (Lake  C o )  ( 111a l c ) .  h 

J u ly { F W ) ;  M .J\rb, ( 111 a l e ) .  2 1  J u ne ( fide  J F ) :  Pl u 111 Cl'cek l ' . I' .  ( Cook 
Co)  ( 111 a l e ) ,  1 7  J u ne ( .I E  cl  a l . ) ;  M ac k i na w  S F& W ;\ (2 - I m a l e ) ,  7 
J u n e  ( IVI F ) ;  S 11 l' l c l  (C;irpenlcr  Park ) ( ma l e ) .  l :l .Ju 1 1c  ( D B ) ;  A l wood 
R i dge ( U 11 i o n  Co) ( 'i ) , () J u n e  ( l ) K ) . 

Y ellow··h rcasted Chat 
lvl .C. :  () ( l l l a l c s ) ,  KCP.  2() J u n e  ( RC ) . Other.� : Cherry V;1 l l cy  
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( W i n nebago Co)  ( 111 a l e ) ,  .l u n e/,J u l y  ( DW J :  Lakewood F.l '. ( J ,akc. 
Co) ( ma l e ) .  1 6-25 Ju ne ( C l-: ) :  l-Io l' l'n w n  Eslales (Co l lk  C o )  ( 2 ) ,  2 7  
.J u ne ( A A ) :  P l u m  C r·L,ek F.P .  ( Cook C o )  ( 5  m a l e s ) ,  2 1  . lu n e  ( ;\ S J :  
Zander' W omlsl�-. J' .  ( Cook C o )  ( ma l e ) .  2 8  J u n e  ( W M  l :  M . A r·b . .  2 1  
J u ne  ( l 'i d e  .I r ) ;  N e l son L M m-sh ( Kane Co) .  9 J u ne ( l' idc  .I I� J :  M NTP. 
2 4 . l u l y  ( DS l ) ; 1 3ra id woml ( W i l l  Co) ( 3  rrnr l c s ) ,  20 .l u ne ( A S ) :  DPC:;\ 
( 2-3 m a l e s ) .  1 4 .J u ne-J ,l u l y  ( i\ S ,  m ,ob. ) :  N ac h u ,a Cira,s lands ( Lee/ 
Og le  Cos ) ( ma l e )  l lmr 1 7 .l u l y  ( A l l ). 

S u m m e r  Tanage r  
S w a l l o w  C l i lT F.l '.( C:ook Co)  ( 2  1 1 1a l cs_ I l "e r n a l e )  6 J u n e  ( Ci\ ) : 
lCC:A ( p r·. ) .  2X J u ne ( f\ S ) , ant i  ( 111 a le ) 3 . lu ly  ( RC: ) :  S R S F  ( 2  ma les ) .  
2 8  .J u n e  ( RC: ) :  KC:I' ( m a l e ) ,  2() J u ne ( RC: ) :  Hoy le ton  (Was l 1 i r 1glon 
Co) ( 4  ma les ) .  9 .l u n e  ( S l3 f id e  M W ) .  

Sca rlet Tanager 
M . C . :  1 1  ( ma les ) ,  I CC:A. 3 J u l y  ( R C ) :  lJ.  S w a l l o w  C l i lT F. P .  ( Cook 
Co) . .  30 J u n e  ( DS l ) ;  8 ,  McC: l mrghry S p r·i n gs F.1'. ( Cook Co), 1 4  
J u n e  (CT) .  Others: Deer Cl rnve W F .P .  ( Cook Co)  ( 5 ) ,  1 4  .l u ne 
( C F ) ;  Deer· Clrnve E F, P .  (Cook Co)  ( 3 ) , I ( ) June  ( C F ) ;  Cl rai ngcr 
W oods ( Lake Co)  (3-h) .  1 2-23 J u n e  ( S H ) ;  l h rec  s .w. Cook Cou rl ly  
loca l ions  ( 8 ) . 2-8  .lu lll: (WS ) :  Zander· Woods F.P. (Cook C o )  ( 5  
males) .  d u r· i n g  J u ne ( W M ) :  M ac k i naw S b'&WA ( 4 ) . 7 J u n e  ( MF ) .  

Eastern Towhee 
Nesti n g :  PRSNA (2 nes l s ) ,  A p r·i l /June ( J W .  E K J. M . C . :  30+ 
( ma l e s ) ,  S RS F, 2 8  J u ne ( RC: J ;  1 0. Palos ( 4  l ocal io r i s ) .  2 J u l y  ( 0 S l ) :  
L) ( m ax . ) . S A D .  J u ne/J u l y  ( K M c ) ;  8 ( 4  m a l e s ) ,  /'.amler Woods r.P.  
( Cook Co) .  d u ri n g .Ju r 1c ( W M ) :  8 .  M :1 c k i riaw S i-''& W A ,  7 J u ne ( M F) .  

C h i pping S p a r ro w  
M . C . :  IOO+. S RS I-''. 2 8  J u ne ( RC ) :  '!0 ( 111ax . ), S A D .  J u ne/J u l y  
( K M c J :  40. S h e lTi e l d  13 . f:l . S . ( fl u r·e; ru C o ) .  1 7  .l u n e  ( K M c J :  34. La 
S a l l e  Counly.  2 1  J u n e  ( DS l ) :  :n . i\ i k i nson 13 . 13 .S , ( 1 -lc r 1 r·y Cl l ) ,  24 
.l u n e  ( KM c ) :  3 3 .  M o r l l i cc l l o  B . 13 S. ( l' i a 1 1 / M c Lear1 Cos ). I ( ) .l u n e  
( RC: ) .  

Clay -colored S pa r ro w  
D i d  n o l  r·e 1 u rn  l o  ! h e i r  lr-ad i l iun;r l  W i n ne bago C 'ounly  l oc;r l i o r1 l h i s  
year ( DW J .  N o n e  r·cpo l"led by : r r 1yone.  :1 r 1 ywhe r·c . 

Field Spa rrow 
Nesting:  Pl<S N A  (44 r1e , l s ) .  1\ 11 r· i l/.l u l y ( .JW,  E K !. t\·l .C . :  7 1 l+. 
I CC:A .  3 J u l y  ( RC: J :  64. M NTP. 8 J u ne ( DS I ) :  :rn ( m ax . ) . S A D. J u ne/ 
J u l y ( K IVl c )

-
: 1 7 _ M ac k i n aw s r& W i\ .  7 .l u n e  ( M F ) :  1 6 . S p l

.
l d . 20 

J u n e  ( D l3 J . 

Vesper Spa rrow 
Nest i n g :  Sang. I .  ( yg . ) .  1 7  J u l y  ( D l-l J :  PRS N i\ (2 nes l s ) .  M ay ( . IW. 
F l( ) .  M .C . : 40. rca i r· l aml B . 13 .S , ( C h a r 1 1p: r i g r1 /P i a 1 1  Cos ) .  3 .l u n e  
( l<C: J :  3 2 .  I- J uda 1-l . B .S .  ( [-l u r·cau/S i : r r·k Cos ) .  2 3  .l u n e  ( K M c ) :  3 0  
( ma x . ) .  S i\ D . .  I u ne/.I u ly  ( K M c  ) :  2 1 .  A l k i  r 1 s o n  1-l .l-l . S .  ( 1-l e n  r·y Co) .  24 
J u n e  ( K M c ) ;  1 8 . L i 1•i r 1gs lor 1 Cou r 1 1y .  2 1  Ju ly  ( l ) S i ) :  1 2 . I .a S ;r l l e  
Cou n ly .  1 8  .l u n e  ( DS l ), Others:  C ra i r1ge r· Woml.s ( i .ake C o )  ( 2 ) . 
1 2- 1 4  .l u n e  ( S H ) : Clrnu r1eey M a r·.sh ( I  .<1wr·cnce Co)  ( + ) , J u ne ( .fW.  
f-: K  J .  

Lark S pa rrow 
M .C. :  8) ( m ax . ) , S 1\ D . J u r1e/.l u l y  ( KMc l :  20. S: 1 1 1L I  l 'rni r·ie  S rurb-0:1k 
( M a  son C o ) ,  7 .I L I  ne ( . I  l-1 ) :  1 2  ( r 1 nx . ) .  Ayer" s N .P .  ( Carr ·o l  I Co). Ju r1e/ 
. I LI l y  ( l\. M c  ) :  LJ n 11 r ·s .  & 3 ma les ) .  McC u r 1e Sand l' i'< l i  r · ie ( H u r-cau C o ) .  
2 2  M ay ( D S  ) , Others : Rockto r 1 / D u r a 1ll l  ( W i rrncb;rgo C o )  ( 4  m a l e s ) .  
.i l l n e/.l u l y  ( DW ) :  N ;r c h u sa (ir"ass lands  ( Lee/Ogl e  Cos ) ( rna l c ) .  I 'l 
.l une  ( /\ H J :  ICC/\ ( (1 ) .  28 .Ju ne ( A S )  : t l l ll ( 3 )  3 J u l y  ( l< C J :  s. R i c h land  
Cmrnly . 2 h  J u ne ( I . I-I ) :  Col u m b i a  13 . 13 S . ( M ormie Co) .  1 3  .l u n e  
( K M ) . None  observed i r 1  S:1 nga r1wn Cmr r l ly l h i s  year-. 

Savannah S parrow 
M.C. :  1 5 . Pa l a l i n e  (Cook Co) . l .l .l u r1e ( C I -' ) , Others :  C_i r·, r i n ger  
Woml�  ( Lake Co) ( (H- 11 r·s. ) . .J u n e  ( S I-I ) :  Deer· ()r·u1·e L l "' . 1' . (Cook 
Co)  ( se 1-c r·a f ). 2 7  .J u ne ( /\ ;\ ) :  lk l l l lo 11cr  ( M c l .c:\ l l  C l l )  (5 ) ,  10  .l u r 1e 
( l< C J :  S p i ' ld  ( r r 1 a l c ) .  27 .l u n e  & 1 .l .l r 1 l y  ( t i i lT. l oca l i or r s )  ( U ll J . 
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G rasshopper S pa r ro w  
Nest ing:  P R S N  i\ (LJ  r 1 csls ) ,  M ay/.1 u l y  ( .I  W ,  L� K ) .  IVl .C. :  5 0 0  ( rnax.  ) . 
S i\ D, Ju ne/J u l y  ( K Mc ) ;  50 ( rnax. ) .  Ayc(s N .P .  (Carrn l l  Co) ,  J u ne/ 
J u l y  ( [( M c ) :  23 ( ma l e s ) ,  s .  Ta1cwe l l / r l .  M ason Cos. I 0 J u l y  ( S 13j l :  
I LJ, M NTP. I L) .J u ne ( DS I ) :  I -' ·  ra i r l :1 ml B . 13 .S . ( C l ay Co) ,  6 .l u n e  
( R C: J .  O thers:  Pecalo r 1 ica  ( W i n nebago Co)  ( 1 1  m a l e , ) ,  .l u r1e/.l u l y  
( DW J ;  P l u m  Cree k F. l '. ( Cook Co)  ( 4  rrn1 l es ) .  1 7 .l u r i c  ( .I I� cl a l . ) :  
N ac h u .sa C rnss l : l llds  ( Lee/Ogle Cos ) ( i nc r-e;1 x i r 1g  lo 1 1  r n a l c s ) .  I LJ 
J u ne ( ;\ 1-1 ) :  CJ LPSP ( 1 5 ) ,  23 .J u n e  ( .i f-I ) . 
Hcnslow's Sparnm 
Nesting: P R S N  ;\ (40 lc rTi lmies.  I ( ) lkd g l i r1 g s ). i\ 11 r· i 1 /.1 u l y  (J W. l'.I\. 
cl  a l . ) :  s .  Coles Cou n ty ( I  0 males + 4 succcss l'u l  ne, ls ) .  m i d-Ju n e  
( E l3  fide 1 3 1  l ) .  tVl .C. :  43.  C J LPS P. 1 8  J u ne ( .J H ) ;  40+ ( sec n e s t i n g  
acco u rl l ) :  20.  I C:CA. 2 4  .l une  ( .l l-1 ) :  1 0+ M NTP. 20 J u ne ( J l-J ) .  
Others: Nachusa  C r·ass lands ( Lee/O g l e  C o s )  ( 3 - 4  ma les ) .  l h r·u 2 6  
.J u l y ( i\ H ) ;  Dee r· G rove  E F . P .  ( Cook Co)  ( 1 -3 111 a l es ) ,  I J u ne-7 .J u l y  
( C F ) :  Pl u m  Cree k F.P. (Cook Co)  ( 5  rn a l c s ) ,  2 1  .l u n e  ( AS ) :  D l 'C i\ 
( 5 + ) .  2 7 May ( . IH ) ;  Pax ton ( Ford C o )  (2 males ) ,  20 J u ne ( RC ) ;  S i le 
M (Ca.ss Co) ,  I J u l y ( J H ) :  Ch ar les ton ( 1 -2 rnales ) ,  3 1  M ay- 1 6  J u ne 
( 1-l H ) :  Oakda le  ( W:1s h i nglon Co)  (4+) ,  5- 1 0  J u n e  ( ,'-; 13 f'i d e  M W);  
Pyr·amid  S .P. ( Pe r·ry C :oJ  ( 3 ) .  29 M ay ( J H ) ;  l ,ongreach Road ( P u l as k i  
C o ) .  6 J u ne ( O K ) .  Commen t :  Accor·d i n g  lo lhe  I l l i no i s  Endar1gcr·ed 
S pec ies  Prnlec t i on Board, ' ' .  . .  H e n s l o w· s S parrnws arc nuw e ven 
more comrrnrn lhan lhey wer·e lwo yca r-.s ago . . . .  " (f ide S L ) .  

Song S parrow 
Nesting: PRS N i\ ( 25 nes l s ) .  i\ 11 r· i l/J u l y  ( .I W .  F K J .  M.C.:  '!7 
( ma l e s ) .  LC: a l .  J u ne/J u l y  ( W M ) :  7 3 .  Cenc .sco B . 13 .S . ( He n r y/ 
W h i lcs idc  Cos) .  l 'J J u n e  ( K Mc ) :  63 .  M NTP. 8 .l une  ( DS l ) :  49. 
i\ lk i nson 13 . 13 . S .  ( He n ry Co) .  2 4 .l u n c  ( K M c ) ; 43.  S h e l"fi e l d  fl . 13 . S .  
( B u r·e;nr C o ) .  1 7  J u ne ( K M c ) :  4 1 . 13 uda  13 . 13 .S . ( 13 u reau/S l;r l 'I' Cos ) .  
2 3  J u ne  ( K M c ) :  3LJ.  Ya le  13 . 1-l . S .  ( Jas 11e r·/El'i' i ngh; rrn Co' ) .  7 .l u ne 
( RC ) :  :r n .  Monrnc Counly .  27 J u l y  ( K M ) : 3 5 .  S t .  l'vl or·gan 1-l . fl .S . 
( Mml i  son Co) .  25 .I u nc ( K M ) : 3 5 .  F:1i r la r 1d 1-l . H .S .  ( C:ha r11 1)a i g r1/P ia l l  
Cos ) .  3 .l u n e  ( RC: ) . 

Swamp Sparrow 
Nesting: l li S P  ( 7  lerTi l orre s ) , 2 7  J u ne ( l�W . .r r�: J . M .C.:  1 4. C h i  
( 1-'owde r·horn M ;rrs h ) .  l b .l u n e  ( DS I J :  1 2 . Deer C i rove E F I' .  ( Cook 
Co) .  1 0  .l u ne ( C F ) ;  7 ( rn:1 l e s ) .  Chi  ( Powderlmrn M a r'' h ) . h J u ne 
( W M ) : 7 ( rn:t l e s ) . ICCA. 3 J u ly  ( RC: J :  h ( llla l c s ) .  1- lu rn h a m  1-'ra i r· i e  
(Cook Co) .  14  J u ne ( W M J . 

N o rthern C a rd i n a l  
1\ 1 . C . :  74, F lu r·;1 B . 13 .S .  ( C: l ay Co) .  h .l u ne ( RC: ) :  5'!. P u l a s k i  1-l . H . S .  
( Pu I a s k  i /  A l e  xande r·C:os ) .  3 J u ne ( V  K ) :  5 5 .  13c I k r1 ap 13 . [l . S .  ( .i o h n ,on 
Co) . -� J u ne ( V K ) : 43.  Col u 1 1 1b i a  13 . 13.S . ( Mor 1rne Co). 1 3  J u ne 
( K M ) . 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
1\1.C. :  1 7  ( l l la lcs ) .  ICCA.  3 .l u l y  ( RC J :  '!. M N TP. 8 J u ne ( DS I ) :  7 
( r 1 w x . ) .  S A D .  J u ne/J u l y  ( l\. M c ) :  h. S 11 i' l d .  1 7  J u ne ( D B ) ;  (1, Yale  
1-l. B . S . ( .l ;r. spe r•ff f'i'i n gham Cos ) .  7 J u ne ( R C ' J .  Others : fasper 
Cmr n l y  (2 l ll a l e s ) .  2 .l u r1c ( LH ) :  C:u·l . L. 25  .l u n e  ( D K ) : St. M o r·gan 
1-l . l-l . S .  ( M ad i son Co) .  25  J u ne ( K rVI ) : C:o l u ll l h i a  1-l . l-l . S .  ( M on me 
Co) .  I I  .J u n e  ( K M J . 

B l u e  Grosbeak 
Nesting:  P R S N A  ( I  r1c s l ) .  1 7  J u l y  (.I W .  E K J :  D i xo n  S 11r i r 1gs S . I'. 
( l\l 11e Co)  (4 nes t s )  . .l u ne/J u l y ( 1_ . M  i"i c l c  rVI W J. Others:  Si\D ( 2 1  . 
.l u ne/J u l y ( K Mc ) :  ;\ye r" s  N Y. (C: r r·ro l l  Co)  ( 2 ) . .l u n e/J u ly  ( K M c ) :  
M NTI'  ( rn:1 l c ) . LJ & 24 .l u l y  ( DS t ) ;  Cl l'U mly Cou n t y  ( 2  lll a les ) .  [ ( )  
i\ ug.  ( DS l ) :  I C C ;\ ( s u bad. n r a l c ) .  2 8  .l u ne ( i\ S )  lo _\ J u ly  ( RC ) :  
C l i n .L. 2 8  .J u ne ( RC ) :  M e r'edos i ;r N . W . R . ( M o r·gan Co)  ( 3  lll a lcs ) ,  
:VLry/.l u n e  ( M W J :  Ya le  ( .J : r.s 1m· Co)  ( 2  rna lcs ) . 7 . lu n e  ( RC ) :  B i b l e  
C rn\'C ( C : l :1y C'< 1 )  ( p r·. ). h J u n e  ( RC: ) ;  Cl rnr1 i 1 c  C i t y  ( M ad i son Co) .  2 8  
J u l y ( K M ) :  Co l u ll l h i :r B. 13 .S . ( M on roe C ' o ) (4  ) .  I -' .l u r 1 e  ( K rVI  ) :  B u rn l  
l 'rn i r· i e  ll , 1> .S . ( W h i le C o )  C l ) . 2 .J une  ( V  K ) :  1-le l k rrnp l-l . 1-l . S .  ( Joh nson 
Co)  ( 7 ) . -� . l u n e  ( V K J :  lle;r 1 c r·d; rrn L ll . ll . S . ( Pope Co) ( 6 ) .  1 7  . J une  
( V K J .  

Meadowlark 



Bre we r 's Bluck/Jird cw·1Ting i11.1cct to 1 1c.1t 11c11r/Jy. 2 7  J111 1c ; yyg Illinois lfrach Stoic Pork, Luke Co11 1 1 1y. Photo /Jy Eric 
Wu II as. 

Indigo B u nting 
M . C . :  6'), Monme Coun ty .  2 7 .J u l y ( KM ) :  50. Beavc 1·dam I ,  13 . 13 .S . 
( f'o 11e C o ) .  1 7  J u ne ( V I<. ) :  43.  Spnd.  25 J u ly ( 0 13 ) : Tl . S h c lT ie ld  
13. 13 , S . ( B ureau Co) .  1 7 .l u nc ( K M c ) :  3 2 .  R uda 13.B .S . ( l 3 u 1·c;1 u/Sla 1·k 
Cos ) .  n .l u n e  ( l<. M c ) :  2 8 .  M N TP. 8 J u n e  ( DS t ) :  27 .  F l 1 1 1·a B.B .. 'l .  
( C l ay C o ) ,  6 J u ne ( RC ) :  22 .  M ;1 lm1 1 1e l  (Champa ign  C o ) .  1 3  J u ne 
( RC ) :  I 'J. M a c k i n a w s �·& W A .  7 J u ne ( M F ) .  

Dkkcissel 

Nesting:  PRS N A  ( 1 30 1 1c .s t s ) .  M ay/J u l y ( .I W .  C K ). M.C. :  112,  F lora 
B.13 .S . ( C l ay Co) .  h .J u ne ( R C ) :  YJ ( m a l e s )  . .s. Tazewel l/n . M as1 1 11 
Co.s. 1 0  J u l y  ( SBj ) :  57 ( many i 11 pa i 1•s ) .  s . w .  Fran k l i n  C o u n t y .  2 4  
.lu ne  ( LS ) :  42.  S prl d .  7 J u ne ( D B ) :  40 ( ma x . ) .  S A i ) .  J u ne/J u l y  
( K Mc ) : 40. Col u m b i a  B . B . S .  ( M o n 1'oe Cu) .  1 3  . lu n e  ( KM ) :  34.  
A t k i nson  B . B . S .  ( H e nry Co) .  24 .l une  ( l<. Mc ) :  34. Camp Poi n t  
B . B .S .  ( A dams C:o J .  9 J u n e  ( V  K ) : 3 3 .  M NTP. I <J .lu n e  ( l ) S t  ) :  3 1 .  
13 uda 13. 13 .S , ( B u 1·eau/Sla1·k Co, ) .  2 3  .J u n e  ( l<. M c ) :  30. L i l' i 11 g.s to 11 
Cou n t y .  2 1  .J u l y  ( O S I ) .  Othc1·s: G l ac i a l  Pa1·k ( Mc l l e n 1·y C o )  ( 1 2  
m a l e s ) .  5 J u ly ( A S ) :  Nachusa  C Jrass l amls ( Lcc/O!c'lc  Cos ) ( i 1 1 c 1·e;1s
i n g  lo 9 ma les ) .  l 'J J u n e  ( A l-I ) :  h1 i rn1 0 u nt ( V c l' l l1 i l io 1 1  Co) ( 1 7 
( m a les ) .  I h .l u n e  ( .J S ) . 

Bobolin k 

Nesting:  Woos u n g  ( Lee Co)  ( 11 1·. w/ Y!c' · ) ,  30 J u l y  ( S l3  l ' ide MW ) ;  
I B SP ( 11 1-. w/ 1 1 es l i 11g mater ia l s ) .  1 1  J u ly ( /\ S J :  s .  Coles Cou n ty 
( su cccs.s l'u l nes l ) .  1 n id-.l u nc ( �B l'i dc B l-I ) .  M . C . :  1 00+. M NTI' ,  2 8  
M ay ( J  H ) :  2 9 ,  M N T I ' .  8 J u ne ( O S l ) . Others:  I l�S I' ,  1 8  . I  u l y  ( S H ) :  
CJrai  1 1 gc1· Womls ( Lake C o )  ( 3 - 1 5  ) ,  I 2 - 2 2  J u ne ( S H ) :  Dce1· G 1·ove F 
1-'. I'. (Cook Co)  ( 7  ma les .  I l'c n rn l e ) .  1 0 .J u ne a 1 1d ( 3 -4 m ; l l e s  ! 'ced i n g  
1 2  l'lcdgcd yg. ) . 1 1  J u l y  ( C J -' ) :  N ac lH1 s c1 CJra"la 1 1ds  ( Lee/Ogle  Cos )  
(32 ) .  I 0 J u l y  ( A  1-1 l :  S h abl]( )na  L S .P. ( De Kai  h Col  ( 1 5  ) .  5 .J u l y  ( DS J :  
CJ U'S P ( 1 1 ) . 5 A u g .  (SB l i d e M W ) :  Fa i 1· 1 1 1ou 1 1 l  ( Verm i l i on C") .  l h  
J u n e  (J S ) :  w .  S;1 1 1ganrnn County  ( ma l e ) .  2 7 .l u nc ( D B ). 

Easte rn Meadowlark 
Ne.s l ing :  l'R S N /\  ( 1 2� 1 1 es l s ) .  A 11 1· i l /.l u ly  ( .) W ,  le i( ) .  IVl .C.:  7h .  

C iL l'S I ' .  I June  ( .1 1- 1 .  H C i ) :  'l(i, l luda  ll , H .S , ( l3 u 1 cau/S l�11·k Cos),  23 
.I u 1 1c  ( I\. IVlc  ) : ri'J. I ' l rn·a l l . l l .S . (C lay Co). r1 .l 1 1 11c ( l<.C J :  115.  Li 1· i ngslon 

Vol. 8, J\Jo. J 

Cou n ly ,  2 1  J u ly  ( l )Sl ) :  54. M NTP. 8 J u n e  ( 0S l ) :  50 ( ma x . ) .  S A D. 
J u ne/J u l y ( KM c ) :  42 .  C o l u 1 1 1 b ia  fl . 13 .S . ( M o n roe Co) .  1 3  J u n e  
( K M ) :  :rn .  S h e ffie l d  B.B .S. ( B u 1 ·eau C o ) .  1 7  J u ne ( K M c ) :  .15 .  S 11 1· 1, 1 ,  
2 7  J u ne ( DB ) .  

Western Meaclowlark 

IVl .C. :  200 ( 1rn1x. ) .  SAD. Ju ne/J u l y  ( K M c ) :  2 5 .  A l k i ns"n 13 . B . S . 
( H e nry Co) .  24 J u n e  ( KM c ) :  2 1 .  B u d a  B . 8 .S, ( fl u reau/S l<1 1·k Cos ) .  
2:1 Ju n e  ( K Mc ) .  O thers: P l u 111 Creek r:.P .  ( Cook Co)  ( 11 1 a l e ) .  1 7 - 2 8  
J u ne (.)E. AS ) :  B e l l l"lowe 1· ( M cLean C o )  ( 2 ) . 1 0  J u ne ( RC: ) .  

Y cl low-heaclecl Blackbird 

Nest ing:  M c H e n l'y . Lake & Cook cou n l i es :  1 3  s i les. I 114 adu l l  h i 1 ·ds 
( 1 32 co lor  banded ) .  85 nests ,  M ay/J u l y  ( M W ) :  W h i les ide  C:1 1 .  1 2  
ad u l ts .  24 J u ne ( MW ) .  M .C. :  25 ( 11 1ales.  females  & yg .  ) .  Mo 1·a i 11c 
H i l l s  SY. ( Mc H e n 1·y Co) .  2 7  J u ne ( J n M ) :  C h i  ( Eggers Woo d s )  ( 8 +  

= 6 1 1 1a lcs.  2 re m a l e s  ;1ml severnl j u ve n a l s  hea1'd ) .  7 J u ne ( W M ) :  
LC:al ( J- legc w i sch M a 1·s h )  ( 7  = 4 ma les .  I l'cma le ,  2 j u vcnal s ) .  1 3  
J u ne ( W M ). Others: Red w i ng S l ough ( Lake Co)  ( 5  - 4 m a l e s ) .  2 7  
.J u ne ( DW ) .  

B rewer's B lackbird 

Nesti ng:  I B S I' (4 p1'. - 2 nest�  1 (1 1 "  ce 1·ta i n ) . 1 8  .l u n e  ( i\S ) . l a s l  
obse l'\ ed ( 3 ) , 2 'i  Ju ly  ( A S ) . 

Com mun C rack le 

N esting:  S 11 1 " 1d  ( ve ry succc.s.sl'u l  year) , .l u ne/.lu l y  ( 0 8 ) .  M.C.: 500, 
.'l p l'ld .  22 J u ne ( 1 ) 13 ) : 1 83 ,  i'a i 1· l a ml fl . fl .S , ( Ch;1 n 1 1i c1 i gn/Pial l  C"s ) .  
3 J u n e  ( RC ) ;  1 3 8 .  S h e l 'l i e l d  B . B .S ( B u 1·cau Co) .  1 7  J u ne ( KM c ) :  
1 011. M NTP. 8 .l u n e  ( 0 S l ) .  

B ro w n - h eaded Cowbird 

M.C.: 1 00, S 11 l ld .  2 7  J u l y  ( D B ) :  46.  M NTP. 8 J u n e  ( DS l ) :  24.  
M o n l iccl l "  B. 13 . S. ( P i alt/Mc l�ean Cos ) .  6 .J u n e  ( l<. C ) .  

Orchard O riole 

Nesting:  l i 1·ba11a ( /'c 1 11 a l c  l'ccd i n !c'  cow h i 1·d ) . 3 J u l y ( R C ) .  IVl .C. :  2 .� 
( ma>- . ) . S A D  . .l u nc/.f u l y  ( K IVl c ) :  1 2 , M NTP, 8 .l u ne ( l ) St J : l  I ,  1-' lorn 
11. 1 > . S . ( C l ay Co) .  h .l u 1 1e ( RC ) ;  8 .  McCune S; 1ml l ' rn i 1· ic  ( B u 1·eau 
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Co) ,  22 M <1y ( I JS J :  h, S p l-l d ,  f _� .l u 1 1 e  ( D H ) _ Others:  C i 1·,1 i 1 1ger 
Woods ( Lake Co)_  1 2  J u 1 1c (S l-1 ) :  l lo lT11rn11 b t<1lL" ( Cook C o )  
( m a l e ) ,  2 7  .l u 11c ( ;\ /\ ) :  l h 1·ec s.w. Cook Cou1 1 ly l ocal io 11s  ( 6 ) .  2 - 8  
J u 1 1c ( W S J :  LC al ( li u rn ha11 1  Pra i 1· i e )  ( ma l e ) .  I ri .l u ne ( D S l J :  I J�S H N C  
( 2  f 'e 111 a l c s ) ,  2 J u l y  ( D S l ) :  D PC 'i\ ( 2  I ' '-year 11 1ale s ) .  1 4  .l u 11c  (fo M ) ,  

11 l u s  (2  ad. maks) ,  3 J u l y ( ;\ S ) ;  l-1 1 "  (_ � ). 2J Ju n e  ( K M ) . 

B a ltimore Oriole 
M.C.:  2h,  Palos ( ]  local i o n s ) .  2 -8  J u 11e (WS ) :  25 .  S p rl d ,  1 1  . lu n e  
( D H ) :  2 2, M NTP, 8 .l u 11e ( DS l ) :  1 5 , C i c 11csco H.B .S .  ( H e 11 ry/ 
W h i  lcs idc Cos ) ,  I 'l J u 1 1 e  ( K M c ) :  1 5 . Za1 1de 1· Woml s 1�·y_ ( Cook Co) .  
c l u 1· i 11 g  June  ( W M ). 

House Fi nch 
M.C. :  hO ( a l  l "cedc 1·s ) .  Home1· ( Vcrm i l i o 11 C o )  . .l u 11c/.l u l y  ( J S ) :  20 
( ma x . ) ,  S i\ D .  Ju n e/J u l y  ( K M c ) .  

P i n e  Siskin 
May have n eslcd in i\ 11 l 'i l l h i s  yca1' (csp . 1 1 ,e. I l l i no i s ) ,  bul 1 10 clc la i l s  
ava i l ab le  ( m .ob. ) . 

Amerinm Goldfi nch 
IVI.C. :  1 47 .  LC<li , Ju 1 1e/J u l y  ( W M ) ;  l l llJ, MNTP,  24 . lu l y  ( DS l) :  2X,  
Dee1 ·  G rove f:  F.1' .  ( Cook Co),  I 0 Ju n e  (Cf) _  

EXOTICS 
Tru mpeter S wan 
Na11crv i l l c  ( Cook Co) ,  l 'l M ay ( 11 c c; l ) ,  Li lc 1· ( I  yg .  ap p;11-e 1 l l ly  
i ' lcdgcd) ( EW J .  N .B.S.O.:  LWR W D P  ( 2  ad. ) , 4 .J u l y  ( i\S ) .  

Ringed Turtle- Dove 
13rookJ'ic l d  Zoo ( nol escaped b i rd s :  rn·i g i 11 u 1 1 k 1 rn w 1 1 ;  scvc 1·a l  11csls 
al lcasl  o n e  succc s s l-u l ) , .l u ne/Ju l y  ( N r> .  R R  - photos ) .  

M o n k  Pa rakeet 
Chi (Ca lu met Pa 1'k )  ( nest  w/ 2 ads.), 5 .J u l y  ( W M ) :  Chi (W o l l- L )  ( 2  
1 1csls .  S ads. ) .  I S  J u ly  ( W M ) . N o  olhc 1· ev ide 11cc o i' 11c s l i n g  o r  1 1es l  
success  1·cporlcd. 

- - \lc ,.11011 M. /,"/cc11 

No r 1 1ml /-frrirug , ·  Ui l'i.1 io11 

ll/i11oi.1· /)c/hi/"/111c11/ of Nor11rol lfr.1· 1m/ "<'< 'S 
524 S. 2'"' Srrccr 

S;,ri11g/icld, IL (>2 70 1 - 1 787 
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S END S EASONAL REPO RTS TO: 

Winter Field Notes Due by 7 March 1 999 
( I  Decem ber  thrnugh 28 February) 

Send to: Kel l y  McKay 

420 F i rs l  A ve . , PO Box 452 

Hampton .  I L  6 1 256-0457 

Spring Field Notes Due by 7 June 

( I  M arch Lhrough 3 1  M ay ) 

Send to: Paul R .  Clyne 

5538 S .  B l aekslone A ve .  

Chicago, T L  60637 

Breeding Season Field Notes Due by 7 August 

( I  June  th rough 3 1  Jul y )  

Send to: Vernon Kleen 

I l l i no is Department of Na tural Resources, 

N atural HeriLage D iv i s i on  

524 S .  Second S t .  

Springfie ld, TL 6270 l 

Fall Season Field Notes Due by 7 December 

( J A ugusL  through 30 November) 

Send to: Roberl Chapel  

306 West Cal i forni a  

Urbana, lL 6 J 80 I 
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The Prairie, Lhe lOS newsletLer. Members are also i nv ited 

lo speci al J'i c ld  Lrips . Lhe annual meeting . and oLher IOS 

fu nct ions .  

To jo in  or send a g ift s ubscri pt ion ,  send your n ame or 

l hal o r  lhe g i ft rec ipi en L, address, and te lephone n u mber 

a long with fee to: 

! OS: P.O. Box 93 1 
Lake Forest ,  I L  60045 
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Fu l l -t i me student $ J O; Con lri bu lor $50 - $90;  
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Back i ssues o l' V o l u mc 2 ,  3 ,  4,  and 5 are st i l l  
avai l ab l e  for $ 5  eac h .  Some back i s sues o r· 

Vol u me I arc also avai l able al $6 eac h .  

SUBMISSION TNFOR MATJ ON 

T We wel come man uscr ipts ,  photographs ,  ancl 

i l l u s lraL io 1 1s  !'or  possi b l e  publ i cat ion i n  Meudc n vlurk. 

T A rt i c l e Lop ics i n c l ude u n usua l  b i rd s ight i ngs and 

nes t i ng  accou n ts .  lcch 11 ical papers on b ird research .  and 

oLher arl i c l cs such as b i rd fi nd i ng  gu ides and l'i cl cl idcnL i 

l'i cati on L ips .  Joy of b i rd i n g  ar t ic les wi l l  be considered. 

T Manuscri pts shou l d  be Ly pcwr i Lten or corn p u Ler

generated, double spaced ancl on  o n l y  one s ide of nu 1 1 1-

berecl pages.  P l ease send Lwn copies of your 111anuscrip L 
and make sure you keep another !'or yourself. 

T Tf you  arc able ,  submit  a computer di sc in asc i i  

J'i l e  o r  for Word Perfect. 

T We prefer clear b lack and w h i te or color pri n t  

photographs.  Color s l i des may a l so  be  acceptable. 

T lnclucle n ame, address. and day and n igh t  Li me 

phone n u m bers. Other perti nent  i nform�1 t ion about you r 

qua l i fi cations  and background i s  also he lpfu l .  

T W e  reserve the right to rev i ew and edi t  arlicles 

accordin g  to style, grammar, accuracy, and readab i l i Ly .  

0'n S e n d  arti c l es, photographs, a n d  i n q u i ries to: 

Sheryl De Vore, Ch ief Editor 
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e-mai l  address:  sdevore @ a i s .n et 
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Denis Kania, 1 536 Preston Road 

Naperv i l l e, IL 60563 

f;'pringhousc  begins where the ' 
travel brochures leave off. 

Read about the real Southern Illinois: 
H isto1-y, folklore, humor, recipes, an d lcttcrs

always plenty of letters. 
One-year subscription (6 issues) $25 .00 

f;'pringhousc 
P.O.  Box 6 1  " Herod, IL 62947 

Tel . No. (6 1 8) 252--334 1 



The Monk Parakeet (My iops i tta rnonachus) is n o w  m1 of/icio! mern/Jcr 
o{thc Illinois Stutc Checklist. This fihoto, tukcn hy Ju.1·011 South, sho 1 1 ·.1· 

u Monk Pomkcet silting 1111 o nest in the Hrdc Pork 1 1cighhorhood o/ 

Chicugo !he su111 1 1 1a of' 1 998. For w1 orticlc hy South uhout the 

stutu.1· of' Monk Purukcets in !11i11ois, sec /)(/ge.1· 2-5 inside. 
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